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BROUGHAM CASTLE; 



CHAPTER I. 
The .«vdler whc i» «tog «» , 

tour of the cdebrated lakea in Cumber* . 
land and Westmoreland, cqnied with 
him a taste for the beauties q£ nature, . 
and a veneration for the monuments of 
antiquity, would view with oonsiderable 
interest, and will remember with cor- 
responderit associations of pleasure, the 
extensive ruins of Brougham Castle, si- 
tuated near the borders of the last-named 
county, on the banks of the river £a- 
mont, and not far &om its confluence 
with the Lowther. Pcarhaps no part of 
^voL. l. 9 the 
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the isknd of Great Britain afibrds a moce 
sublime and beautiful prospect than 
that which the heights of this once-lofty 
edifice hixe commanded: The rieh ^d 
highty-cultivated vate of Eden epcM to - 
the east, tennmated, at the utmost veige 
of the extensive landscape, by the high 
hüls of Yorkshire; and to the north- 
east closed more- nearly by the towering 
heights of Crossfell; tP ih^ north, be- 
yond the sweetly-winding Eamont» iws 
the nmk to^i^n of l^eimtli^ witfiitj[r9inid 
eattte^ Bmä.lo^ beaoo»; to die nof!^ 
west» tlie Mdg^ of Eanwut, wilh Uta 
Uttfe hamlet to* m^idb it.^¥e& mam^i, 
Kor do the Toneiabfe' umamA of Magt- 
breugh, the saered toniple of the Ikmä$k 
Sma the le^t-mtepesting feature ui^.tlii» 
lo^ely seene.^ Ta «he west aire £he ver-« 
dant fffef^e» of Iteoiagham Hal^ iK(faich^ 
from its ele^atedft sitaatioa anii endbw^ 
ing prospect» ha«^beoiienphatjeaUy«lQrile4 
;« tke Wmdsar ^ tke Xopih r faut it m 
l«ore fteqj«M«^aB{led ia tlK ueigbbmt^ 

liood 



Boo< "^BMs NeHrfrom m Kv.'Bka^ 

vbo WM Mwe ite (»Wim;; bi tiwss poiliftr 

Of Tiow tiie long vi9te is elaefd fay tihr 

AJ^ «f tlm c<Mi9iiti7---4tifty Sftid4a#^ 

httfpr H^vdl3mw and might^ Saddkbodi^r 

cantending for. ffe^eminem^ läse ttie 

fiusee riTfd .goddi^ssea OQ I<fe*s t(^ Tor 

ttie sfmth> äie andent woods dT Lowtfaap 

«|Nrtad tfaeir ^e3^ii8i?e fliiade. Nor ha« 

ftcr Qpe wiach eontemplptes th^ beautiM 

of .tibte varied and dliegant map> I|ijm» 

«pmid befcie ri^ to wasidev oTer an- iiB|* 

intevestit^ . w luspleaannfi^ £>]*egtx>aisd& 

T|lir mdbjr andt abrupt steepas of Whitt* 

^^MU Park l»ag ovw liie wind^ng Eden 

^uid neshing EwoLonl^ crowned witk 

^itaAdl^F gro¥es^ where od£^, fir^ faeeeh^ 

«üHtash» intenimigle: the Taried yevduf^ 

* In this park are oak trees of a very largeslze : tfiree inr 
Vutietilar werecalied tlie-Hiree Brotfaera^ the smaliest of 
^■^bich it pdXL stomliiig, or at leasd wa^ so a few^ jeaif' 
**Qee; .k mtasared fottf ftetand a half in circuinferetraüb 
^'M imt «fenmcri oitift of ch^ getaceni curioskiMui £ii|^ 
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of theit foliage. The red stony Soü of 
which Üiese brokeh banks are f^taed,' 
oontrasts finely with the lovely gi*en> 
which clothes them, and with the dear^ 
streams which flow at their feet, where 
thetrout and the silver eel find a -plea-'' 
sant honie, and by whose marj^n the' 
wild dücks weave their londy nest; the 
feUow-deer, with their sleek coats and- 
branchihg homs, bounding through the 
glades» give animation to the picture/ 
Amid the gi*assy knolls which pastute ^ 
them, the mingled blossoms of the haw- : 
thom and the whin shed their fragrance, 
and give shelter tö the woodland söng-' 
sters ; while the solemn-voiced rooks' 
find a habitation in theloftier branches - 
above, and even the roy äl eagle has been ■ 
known to build his aerie in Whinfield 
Park. 

Mrs. Radcliffe, in her ** Observations 
during a Tour to the Lakes,&c." says that 
Brougham Castle " is rendered more in- 
terestuig by having been occasionally = 

tbe^' 
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the resddence of the humane and gene- 
rous sir Philip Sydney, who had only to 
looK from the Windows of this once-no- 
bleedifice to see his own Arcadia spread- 
ing on cfvery side. The landscäpe pro- 
bably awakened his imagination, for it 
was during a visit here that the greatest 
pari of ths^t work was written." 

Such a circumstance is indeed calcu- 
lated to thrdw a spell of fasdnation over 
aiiy scene ; for the ^e of taste and re- 
finement delights.to wander among places 
which have been the resort of persoris 
distinguished for genius and virtue. 

The lady Mary Sydney, sister to sir 
Philip, was the mother of Philip earl 
of Pembroke, who became possessed of 
Brougham Castle in right of his wife, 
the celebrated lady Anne Clifford"^, daugh- 
ter of George earl of Cumberland, 

b3 To 

* The names of those celebrated ladies arc dear to 
•very reader of taste. Who but recollecrs the subject 
•f that cbarmiug' epitaph — <<^ Sjdue/s sister — Pem- 

broke't 
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Breügham €a6Üe, ä£f thef tiow stdiut 
#ould cöiivey Kttle pleäSure to th^ 
reader; neither woiild the description 
remain accurate for atiy length of tim^^ 
.äs the ruins äre diminishing altiiost dail^r, 
by tlie removal of the stones for the 
purpose * of erecting or repaMtig Ibuüd- 

brok^'s mother!'' wliilst few feniales of the sft^witeeoth 
Century appear witl» brigbter luttse o» Xhe records 4)f 
biography jtban Anne countess of Fembrokcu ThutfiiUI 
inemorial of duty, reVer4»nce> and aJTeclioD, which ah» 
displajed in erectiog a pillar 0b tbe spot of her last part- 
ing with her knother, It noticed by Mr. Rogers in b^ 
t>eautift]l poftn otthe ** Heasuret of Memory ;'* nor wa» 
^cre ever a more striking instance of tender afiÜBCCioi» 
%hidi had titnrivedltetsircunMtaoce forty ^eaft« 

f A c«DeideraUe perttou ef WkinfteM Park is «ew if^ 
titlage. la tibe yeor ir?8, a penea IbtUewitig tbe pleo^ 
tbere found a fibula, orckisp ring of pure gold. It if 
of curiouft workmaushipy weighs nineteen pennyweights^ 
and is encircled with the following motto :— 

2oye then my trou^ht IpUght, 

4nd U ye Mary, hit moiir bright,^ 
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yskg$ kekngiHg to tiie ac^aceRt iaitiM. 

Mott plattk^Wifl be the task of tficiliC 

B 4 the 

Mr. Hutchinson, in his ** History of Cumberland,''^ 
h&s given an engraving of this antique, and;^ conccrning 
tbe motte/ «bserveä — " This comprehends a vow ot 
troth and marriagey of which the ring has been the 
pledge. The words, kis moder brighty want söme eluci- 
datiou, to show they correspond critically with the vow, 
«od prove the gift was for female use; bilt what part ot 
% woHMui's garment was clasped by a fibula is difficnli 
10 dctermiDc» The words, hu moder brigkt,me»n ha 
taeellemt maiden or virgin, Bright is an old English 
Word of common acceptation. Moder is a corroption 
ff the Danish word ifioer, signrifyiug a tirgin or maicfeti ; 
the people of Norfolk in some measure retaiii the word 
to th!s day. Norfolk was given to the Daaes by king 
Alfredy 876 ; it was totally inhabited by them, and their 
customsy laws^ and Speech, were tbere nsed. They call 
^iigins and young maids nwer, as Olaus Worroius testiEes. 
Fas. Dan. lib. 1. c. 6. This, by the ignorant rustic, i» 
oorrupted, they pronouncing, instead of rnoer, moder. 
Dr. Cowei's Glossary" 

This' elttcidatioa is by no means |atisfiictory. If we 

are 
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the histöry of a being who once inhabi- 
ted those now-desolated walU/ whose 

joys 

%re to understnod the second line as addressed to Mary, 
an excellent mniden or virgin, to "whöm are we to apply 
tbe proDoon his? If to the father of the young lady, th« 
riog must have been presented to hirrif consequently wap 
not intended for female use; andof course thecedoes not 
nced any conjectpres as to what part of a woman's dress 
was fnstened by such an ornament, thou^h it may be ob- 
seired that one seldom sees a representiition of an an« 
cient Grecian, Roman, or British female, whose draperj 
is not clasped on the bosom, Shoulder, or skeve, by socae-. 
nhat of a simiiar form to that now under consideration. 

That wioer, corruptly pronounced moder^ is a term bj 
which the ignoranc people in Norfolk call young girls, 
niny be very true (though such corruptions are usualfy 
made by contracting words, not enlarg i ng tYiem); but 
tinlcäs it could be proved that ibe rootto of the ring 
found iu Whinfield Park was the prodiictionof an Igno- 
rant Norfolk rusric, what light does such a definition of 
the Word moer throw on the subject ? 

A roore probable Solution appears to be, tliat the ßrsi 
line oniy is addressed to the lady, and that in it the lover 
plights bis faith to fter/while the second contains a so- 

lemn 
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* ii 

joys and whose sorrows are reeorded in 
the fdilowing pages. 

In the spring of the year 1636^ a mar- 
ried couple of the name of Crosth waite 
obtained permission to take up theu: 
abode in some of the deserted apart- 
ments of Brougham Castle — a fevour 
which, it is probable, was granted them 
at the solicitation of th^ steward. or some 

other Chief domestie, of the nobleman 

• . . . , , . 

to whom the edifice then belonged. 

Crosthwaite wa& the son of a school« 
master at Aldston^in Cumberland. whose 
vener^tion for Grecian literature was so 

^5 great, 

femn vow to the Virgi» Mary that he will keep that iäitb 
sarred. His mother, or themother ofGod, are appella- 
tions frequently given to the Virgin by Roman CatboHcs^ 
Moder is the old English way of spelling niother; and a» 
there isfulias much probability that the motto was the 
composition of a nati^e of Westmoreland as of Norfolk, 
% very cogent argunieAt may be drawn fk>iii the vulgär 
proBUDciation of Westmoreland and- Cumbedand ; for,. 
hy the lower classes in tho^e twb- counties, the wor«i. 
nother is invariably pronöonced muddtr. 
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great, that in selecting a name ftfr hÜi 
heir, he chöse that of the röputedfouhdw 
of the Greek aiphabet. 

Cadtiiäs did hot disgrace his flktetrioui 
appellätioh ; his passion* fbr lettefs wrt 
ät least equal tö ttiat of his fether, Ka^ 
iure had not endowed him with a yery 
4Ätensit^e capacity, but his hal»te of nn- 
mnitting industry and application— 4u^ 
Kts which sSfe firequently a mtieh bet- 
ter Substitute for geniuff' tibaii genicäi 
fof them— «unply atxmed for tMis deft- 
dency % and at twenty his acqniremei^tis^ 
mdh as they were, reoonmiended him t5 
the notice of Mr. Porisonby, a gentleman 
in the vidnity of Carliide, who took him 
under his [Hroteeti(m as an assiitant tohit 
Steward. 

In Ulis ftmily Cadtfius continudd sevea 
yearsi at the tMidusion of that periodi 
^k Thomas Dacre, a yoqng baronet/ wha 
had been the pupü iMT his fiither, itid tlie 
issociate of hhnself in the studies and 
«Ddusanents of eariy youth, made fAm 

an 
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MXi ofier <j£ aocompaaykig him in a tour 
on tiie Contiaent ThiB proposal wu 
aoo^ted with gratitude a»d pteasuM» 
The parmtB of Crosthwaite w^re no^ 
dead^ and lie faad naearthly attacfament 
Riester thäa tfaat he feit £>r the I>acM 
&mily. 

They resided in Germany and Italy 
about three years, and weie preparing to 
retum home, when they were psevented 
by the iUness of sir Thomas. His disor- 
der originated in a cold» and tenninated 
in a con&umption) of which he died at 
Naplesy after lingeiing neady tW^lve 
montba. 

Cadmuff truly oKMirnedP h& Ibsa» for 
he had been to him ä «incare andTalü^ 
able iriend.. Hi» bkrth« and ftüfccessor;. 
«ir Robert, was a mah of a ^rery djffefeht 
character; and though Crostiiwaite ite^ 
qpeoted him Weeaose he was4i I>äqeey Jitäe? 
intereourae paiwed between them; 9&mr 
the busineia eonei»itfng the affiulrs cif tfae 
deoeased sir Thomas vn^ßa^aiks' adjusted^ 

» ft*^ . Cadmus^* 
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" Cadtnuä, as has already been said^ sin-* 
cerely regretted the death of bis friend, 
and wrote a monody on the occasion; 
änd that thfe reader may duly appredate 
fais talents^ he is here ][»'esented with an 
extract froih this sublime composition. 

.. " Could stentorophonic woe, or lachrjmation, 
Restore the object of roy lamentation, 
I with my grief would laucinate the evesc^nt, 

I 

Or w^ep^ like Niobe^ tili lapidesceht. 
But that, aläs! would^bever'suscitate 
The form occiuded in the graye by fate f 
Sorrow^ induJgM too long, is faBciooroi»; 
To aiigustate its aaresis i^ glorious; 
And, as the immortal part is indestructiWe^- - 
I find that thib oonduinon is deductible — ' 
llmt to fament a friend, however lief, 

r ' • Unti] the fiice^s candicant with grief,. 

'/ Is bata phrenecick periclitatfon, 

From which the wis$ seek diäincarceration.'' 

• Crosthwaite, soon afteF bis retum to 
England, iüccepted the Situation of Stew- 
ard to a Mr. Sibbald;, who resided in the 
countyofYork - 

^ • During 



BK0U6HA|i£ CASTLE. i^3 

. During his residence with this gen- 

ÜemBXif he annually made a joumey to 

Westmoreland, to receive the rents of a 

small estate belonging to hisjnaster in 

the neighbourhood of Brougham Castle, 

^hich was leased toa fanner of the name 

of Blamire, a man far advanced m years, 

and of a disposition* so suU^n, moro^, 

peevish^ - and disoontented, that an un- 

married daughter who resided with hun 

had a most uncomfortable life. Amass- 

ing money was. his. chief pnrsuit dnd 

soledehght ;. and provided he iM^tain^ 

the.end, he was not veiy. scrupulqus 

ahout the means. 

This avaridous; disposition. inyolv^ 
him in several petty dii^putes with l^is 
neighbours, which ended at last m, a to- 
tal cessation of all intercourse between 
them. and Blamire, ,to. the infinjite moiv 
Hficatioh and discontent of his daughter 
Prudence,. who. had a particul^ attach- 
ment to the facultjies : of hearing apd 
^^ speechy fix>m the use of which she now 
. . ' feit 



% 
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feit hersdf entirely preduded, except on 
those days when she attended Appleby^ 
or P^irith markets; not that any of 
thotse who bad quarreUed with her father 
ineluded her in their Tesentment — ^far 
from it ; her cheerfbi, firiendly disposi^ 
üon made her generafiy esteemed; but 
Blamire woidd not permit her eithef to 
pay ofr reoeive any yisits in tihe neigh-^ 
bourh€K)d. 

It will easily be aupposed that ihnt 
peinbds at wfaid^ Mr» Cadmus Cro6-' 
thwaite made hkF annual appearance 
Were loöked fimvarda to by the fitther 
and daughter with very dififerent senaa^ 
tioni; tbe gentteman anticipated» with 
hnrtfelt agony, the appioaching dimi« 
niition c^ hi« cash-bag, and the lady^ 
painted te hersdf, with deUght, tiie ireäl 

and fliecomplaisiint attention with wfaiefa; 
hertr wödbi be lifttenad to in. retanu 
Her be0t baccm and egg»^ hier dicncert 
cranbeny twts^ and thc^ fioeti cowilip 

wine 



wine in th^ <M)Uiit7, were always stored 
fix* Mr. CiiMith waite ; . ncMT eould she hav« . 
tak^ a more dfectuai method c^ payin^ 
her ccmrt to hiin, f(»r Cädlnus was a firm 
dioapte of Ümt part of the Epicurean phi» 
lo0opliy whidh enjoins the gratificatkm of 
the pekte. He adimred the good houise» 
wiferjr of Prudentei ^hoi^ht her cocdc« 
erjr exoeOen^ and e^ery time paid hia 
^sit with augmented pkasüre. 

Seine yean woie o^er in 4^8^ manner» 
during which the aCtadutient on botil'^ 
sides imperceptibiy gained strmgdi» At 
length Cadmus perceived that a aepara* 
tjon must fihortly take plaee betWeen - 
6IA Blamire aiid his money, and aagadU 
oddy constdering^ that when the predoua 
metal fhöuM hecome the property of the 
für Prudenoe» it would impart such a 
magnefic povrer to her numerous charma 
and good qwditieft as oould not fidl to 
attract ail hearts, he msely detinixuned 
toMcare the tfthming prize m time. 

att fstopet fiffmalitieshe dadaü 

red 
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red bis admiration — ^with ajU due decxv 
rum the declaratian was received ; b}it 
BS the old gentlemän migbt possibly 
take it into his head to refuse his con* 
sent,; they very prudenüy provided 
against a refusal by a private piarriage« 
. It was doubtless their Intention to 
sbortiy acquaint their parent with tjie 
Step they had tak^n, but death pre- 
vented them, for he expired suddenly 
two days after the ey ent had taken plaoe» 
and his daughter and son-irklaw becaipe 
the undisputed inheritors- of bis earthly 
ppssessions. .. 

, Cadmus and his bride were not very 
ineonsolable for the loss they had sus-. 
tained, and were soon sufficiently col- 
lected to dedde on their future pkm of 
life. Theleaseof thefarmwasnearlyoutr 
but as Cadmus had been a faithful and 
valuabl^ servant to Mr. Sibbald^ that 
gentlemän consöiled to renew it on the 
same terins — a favour which, it is pro-^ 
bable, he would not have granted to an- 
} other ; 
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lotho"; fcH- fae loved money almost as 
-well BS his late tenai;t had dome. 

Cadmus ha^ing obtaineä this conoes- 
8i<»i. irom his landlord, would not at 
present venture to encroaeh for more; 
and as the hoiise on the farm could not 
vbe made comfortaWe without the ex- 
penditure of a much lärger sum than he 
. believed Mr. Sibbald would be wülmg 
to disburse for its repairs, he solicit^d the 
p^inission . whieh it has ahready . be^n 
Said he obtained, and took up his resi- 
dence in Brougham Castle, a Situation 
Tery convenient foF him, the chief part 
of his grounds laying immediately in its 
vicinity. 

This arrangement was not qiüte so 
agreeable to Mrs. Crosthwaite ; «he wa» 
dreadfuUy afraid of those mischievous 
little beings denominated fairies, who 
^e loiown to inhabit old. buildings, and 
Meho, as fame reports, have, from time im- 
luemorial, abounded in mountainous» 

woody^ 
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woodj, «id »meml «lamiiiriM;. bmt M 
there was no ah»MHtrra, Ukeiiid hüdM 
being no iMigcr kabitiMe, PmiA^ce 
«a& oamfeUed to neeancHe faerM^ fo tli# 
idea of iBsiding among tiMee fo i- midrib l* 
fdgiiiiei. 

The apoitments wfaidi tliey feand ili 
the best statte (cfiepur were <m tiie essl« 
era «ide of tbe Castle^ where die ^«cv 
ipeot opena defigfatfufiy avet tbe Talecif 
Edai. A large pärlour, wainstotted HaA 
fioored with oak, ww diosen for theor 
sitting-room ; in tbis was ybaiceä the best 
articies öf their fuAiiture, whid^ had^ 
been augmented by some new pürchaaea} 
the smallest of several rcxmis near die' 
fix>t of the grand staircase was ooeufMed 
as a kitchen; the dMonber iimnediateijr' 
above tbis was diosen finr their owm^ 
apartment, whHe one <tf thoae which bad* 
been the prindp«! deeping-«KHB. ™ 
prepared for die receptlon of oocasicmal 
guests^and a yelfew damask bed, which- 

waa 
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tfae Castle^ was' fiirbished op to gtaee HL 
Tbe taspcBtty of this rodm, whk& repre- 
matei iMe deatfa of Julius Caesar» wmi% 
wmroB c£ inexfaauttifaie deiight to CmU 
imis^ ivlio idolused cvery t^estige and 
mamhimM of aiitiquitj ; nor 4Ud he evtt 
joffer a wieek to pass in whidb fae did 
aot hnaA attenry particle cf dust; Bxni. 
daae iJit obtnisive «piders who daiied tp^ 
fiofttie this wedous relic 

iflkich «WS tibe hilitaticm trkidi Mm 
CepMiiWttite put in onier trith ibe moetß: 
m»i «d Ittdiig utiled up eveiy et^ber 
^MT In the Castle, aiid otr^illy stopped 
tbe kejHbokftof <bo0e i^FMdy anmiert^ 
4ML «he flattefed hers^ tlmt tbe faifkt 
WMtkl be eflfedtuidfy exduded. How^ 
iS^imti as ^i^re stiSi existed; a possibiMtf 
HkaM tiieif dendar form» m%ht gain ad^ 
aittonee bf iMMiie unseai cfeviee» she 
\irisel7 guaräed against the temble üon«- 
wqueficeaäf ttieirweH4QB(»ni aatip^hy 
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to a 4irty house, by keepiiig hers w iht 
xnost exact Order. 

. But therewasonedrcumrtanoewhiich 
caused^ her infinite anxiet^. Her. hus- 
hand had apprc^riated to his &wn ■. use 
ßji apartment in the tower which farmed 
the north-east angle of the Castle. Here 
Jie deposited hi$ ample collection of wen», 
.coins, statues, altars» fossils, mineial^ 
ixnapsy iand books; and here he passed 
many of his leisure hours, much to the 
idissatisfaction of his lady, who, being 
^wjeU-assiired that this remote tower was 
the chief haunt of the faiiries» prognostK 
catcd that some fatal misfortune WQuld 
infallihly ensue fcom thus intruding into 
their pkces of resort. Cadmus laughed 
et her. fears» and persisted m vetaining 
his study *, and Frudence was at length 
x^ompeUed to yield the point, and 
concile h^rself to what she could not 
medy. 

Twelve mpnths wore over». and few 
, marrkd 
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Inarried people were happier than the 
Crosthwaites, thou^h they diffeii^ ma- 
terially in inany drcumstances of perso- 
nal appearanoe, temper, and taste. CadU 
nfius was of a low. stature and broad 
make, with a visage fbrmed on a lärge. 
iscale» strongly marked with the lines 
of refleetion, and perhaps with those of 
time, for he was now thirty-nine.. 
Pmdence, two years his senior, formed 
an admirable contrast to her spouse, for 
she was tail, thin, and small-featured. 
The manners of Crosthwaite were grave 
and formal, to a degree bordering on 
tasterily; those of his wife were cheer- 
ful and imceremonious. His. di^osition 
had in it such a mixture of the bitter , 
and the aeid as occasionally fermented < 
into testiness, suUenness, and scoffing 
Satire; she was one of the best-humouT*ed 
creatures breathing; she had, besides, 
two very praisewörthy qualities — an ar- . 
dent desire to receive information;- £md 
an extreme readiness to communicate it 

to 
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'1 and ai'tikese kuftdUle fropett^* 
ties hod hitherta^ Itaeft kepC m te mM e 
^tiiratdöm, »he n&w^ttmSe hentS wotqSe 
Bsiend» 1^ tft^perpetoal efxef^ABtathet^ 
mts and tsngne. Ca&nra, en lite ollter^ 
hoiid, wa» toe^ weQ- read m tfae pi 'eee p tfl T 
af both andent and modern pMo60{A]^ 
not to know that tkere are tcöo ^uar^ 
to-eur wordiff teeth andflips^, and ihat (t 
dbee mouth makes a reise, head ; n^ but 
t^at he yrB8 ever ready to infbrm those 
who had the mi^fortHne to be ignoraht 
<rf the exact manner in which Xerxe« 
pa^sed the Hellespont, Mannibal tiie 
Alp», and Caesar the Tiber, and diat in 
language so much elevated above the 
common Äction of his native place, that it 
\?a»just a» inteHigible to his hearers as 
would have been that in which liiose cele- 
farated Commanders harangued their sol- 
diers ; butwil^ regardtathe transactions 
of the düfticnt ftmilies in wbose- Service 
be*lMid'ieta| orto any aüSirs of Ms öwn» 

tiiey 



tiaejr Wiß^ hsff» kecai ttttSjA ii^eed wfa» 

qüuy whiek . a^u^Mtedr PraAenoe^ or» tor 
Vif^^l^jeioF? qrdiU9r)r phraae» hev cmdositiv 
hiid.Bey^ beei» diarected tonnuda Xerxe^ 

tlp^v lijpew w» .ea«ed.aiiy more Aan dia. 
did einmt tb« beings who mfaabit tfae 
planet Jupiter ; but the names o£ Pt»» 
fionby, Dacre, and Sibbald, were familiär 
to her ear. Their affairs came " home 
to her business and bosom,'* and in no 
instance did ^e think her husband so 
unkind as when he evaded or crushed 
her inquiries conceming the transaetions 
of those &ixiüie9u 

Hoi^Deiceiry though Mb. and; Mns. Ci>osr^ 
tfavmite djbffiered m so many po]»t% theM} 
wme otfaeEs. i& wMch they oordiailjp 
ag<raed Tb^ w&e boäi pafc(i»M €i(f b^ 
äjogtxj:^ awL bothi rigid eoonoBoiitey y:^- 
e¥w readjr to wrve and obägßr itmifi 
fjoaaäif^, 1^ the utaaaoit of diwr powwv i- 

nor 



Hor wereftliby 9I0W to £sc«gm or acknoivw 
ledge tKeipärticular merits of each other/ 
Prudbäifiäiwas.ocmTinoed that Cadmiis 
nrü^i^e mostleanied manin the coimtyt* 
äjiA Cadmus was oertain - that Frudep^pe 
Entlade the best butter and cheese, brewed 
the fioMt ale,' and was Üie most skilftil 
at pottihg ehär and moor-game of any 
wife m either Westmoroland orCum* 
berland 



CHAPTER IJ, 



In the second sprmg of theh* union Cad- 
mus made a joumey to Aidston, with 
the ostensible motive of visiting an aunt 
who resided there, and such other friends 
and relations as still survived. . He nei- 
ther made Prudenoe an. offer of aeoom- 
panying him, norappeared tp und»- 
rtand the.hints which.she dropped, that 

it 
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it w<mld be agreeable to her to do so. 
She knew it would be vain to inquire 
hin motive for not tsMng her with hlm, 
toid, tike a dutiful wife, she submitted» 
reraamed at home, and took care of her 
^fiirm. 

Tbe term of bis absence^.jbe satd, 
would be ten days ; but he did not re» 
tum until douUe that time liad ekpsed; 
he uppeared in good health, and seid hii 
^ends were well also; but he was even 
more than usually grave and abstraeted, 
yet not unhappy, as if some particular 
-subjeet oecupied bis thoughts witfiout 
much affecting his peace. 

He frequently reoeived letters from 
Aidston, and wrote answers to them; 
but the Contents of those epistles.be kept 
to hioiself, higUy to the dissatisfaction 
<rf Prudence, who vainly tried every 
means to discover what so much enga* 
ged his attenticm. 

A circumstance soon occuired, which, 
for the present ut leost, divertdd tfae eur* 

VOL. L c rent 
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•tent of her curiosity from her hüabaBd^ 

About five iniles from Brougbam Cas* 
lue, in the direct road to Appleby, is a 
"tittle village, called Temple Sowerby, 
from its having belonged to the Knights 
,Templflrs, who Vere ;suppres(8ed in rthe 
year 1312, after having been established 
Ai England neariy.two huiidred years. 
Jt was then ^Ten to the Knights Ho&pi* 
ftallers, who retained it until Henry 
VIII. abolished all reUgious Orders in bis 
-dominions, 

This place, while held by thece so- 
cieties, had many important privileges 
<bestowed an it ; and, as no subsequent 
«u;t of the monarch or the legißkture had 
repealed those privileges, they eontinued, 
or were supposed to coritinue, ui fiill 
force, and the village was resorted to as 
a sanctuary by those who had in any 
shape incurred the censure of the ecde- 
^iastical court. 

A few month$ after Mr. Crosthwaite's 

retum 
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vetum fix»n hi» last-menti^ied joumay 
to Aldston^ a JS/fx. ^find Mrs. Rokeby, ac- 

, eompanied by a lovdy little gir), whose 
rosy lips could plainly articulate the tea- 
dar iiames of fath&: and mother, arrived 

. at Temple Sowerby, and feeok up their 
abode at a ftrtnhouse until they coüld 

.obtain a more permanent habitation; 
nor was it long before this was found. 

■ A small house and garden, both much 
out of repair, but capaUe of great im- 

. provement, being ofiered. fcn: sale, Mr« 
Rokeby became the purchaser. 

A hew settler is always an object of 
attention in a coiintry village^ more par- 
ticularly in a place whidh is resorted to 
by thos^ who would be amenable to the 
cognisance of the law, if they re^ided 
any where eise. 

It was generaUy understood that such 
was the Situation of the Rokebys, and 
curiodty was actively busy in endea- 
vouring to discover the transactions of 
fiwmer lives ; but . report raried 
c 2 considerably 
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« 

oonsiderably as tathe crime they haä 
committed. Some affinned it to be bi« 
gamy, either the genüeman or the hdy, 
as was Said, bdng manied when th^ 
fbrmed their present >engageinent ; and 
othcrs, thaf Tiot a prior tnarriage, but a 
prohibited degree of consanguinity» was 
the obstacle which this couple had dis- 
regarded in their union ; though here, 
again, fame told the story with many va- 
riations, for every bond of affinity, ecm- 
sistent with their ages, was in tum said 
to be that in which Mr. and Mrs. Roke- 
by stood to each other ; and when all 
those conjectiires were exhausted with- 
out any certainty being attached io 
them, recourse was had to suppositions 
still more improbable. 

No one was more actively busy on 
this occasion than Mrs. Crosthwaite; 
like an experienced judge, she sifted the 
report to the bottom^ examined the evi- 
dence, and weighed the arguments, and 
the result of her inquiries was a positive 

asa^on 
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assertion that Mr. Rokeby was tHe un- 
cle of his wife, 

Though there certainly existed a pos- 
sibility that this might be true^ it was by 
no means likely, for he was not more 
than four yeairs her senior ; be was only 
about twenty-seven er eight ; and, so far 
as the countenance and manners can be 
trusted as an index of the heart, both 
the Rokeby s seemed incapable of infring- 
ing a law so agreeable to reason as that 
which prohibits the union of unde and 
nieoe. 

When they had been some time set- 
tled in their new habitation, curiosity 
subsided; their neighbours eeased to 
busy themselyes with their affairs, and 
the different reports died away ; indeedj^ 
whatever might be the cause o£ their 
täking refiige at Temple Sowerby, they 
were soon very generaUy esteemed there ; 
for Rokeby joined to an elegant person 
and pleasing address much good sense 
and inütivation. Mrs» Rokeby was 

c a lovely 
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lovely and gentle, and their little girl 
a sw^t and engaging child. Their at- 
tachment was most fervent and passion- 
ate ; indeed their chief happiness seemed 
to centre in eaeh other. 

Though they did not court society, 
they by no means seeluded themselves 
from it. but received and retumed the 
Visits of such of their neighbours as chose 
tö cultivate their aequaintanee. 

Of this number were the Crosthwaites, 
though the distance between their re- 
spective dwellings would not admit of a 
very frequent intercourse. 

ilokeby thought Cadmus's peeüliari- 
ties laughable enough, büt found him a 
riiuch supericir companion, in point of 
informatioh, to most of those who resi- 
ded in the vicinity of Temple Sowerby ; 
while Mrs. Rokeby, now become a rural 
housewife, was happy to reeeive from 
the notable Prudence ihstructions con- 
ceming the bleaching of lineh and the 
rearing of chickens ; and though Pru- 
dence 
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Ptadence frequently interspersed her 
lessons with expressiom of wonder. and 
curiosity about her former mode o£ Kfe, 
which had l)e^ sudbi as to keep lier in^ 
ignorance ofthose important branchesof 
female knowledge, yet the lady aJways. 
evaded her inquiries, but sbe did it with 
such perfect gentleness and good-hu- 
mour, that, though chagrined ai>d moy- 
tified, she coiild- not be displeased. In* 
deed» the el^ant and polished manners 
of the Rokebys plainly evinced that 
they had been accustomed to move^ in 
the Upper drcles of society ; and it was 
also evident, from both their way of liv- 
ing and theär benevolent exertions ii^ 
the cause of the unfortunate, that they 
possessed a sufficient share of the gifts 
of fcHrtune to purchase every desirable 
eomfort of life. 

Such were the Kokebys. They had 
resided at Temple Sowerby but a very 
Short time, when a drcumstance occur-r 
red to attract the attention of Mrs. Cros- 

c 4 thwaite 
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thwaite much more powerfully than their 
concerns had done. 

Late one evening, towards the dose 
of Summer, a person on horseback arri* 
ved at Brougham Castle, and delivered 
a letter to Mr- Crosthwaite. 

From the dust whieh covered the tra- 
veller, it was evident that he had come 
from a considerable distance, and the 
foam whieh overspread his horse was a 
sufficient indication of the speed he had 
used ; from hence it might be inferred 
that his errand was highly important ; 
but of this Mrs. Crosthwaite had other 
testimonies. The frigid reserve whieh 
generally closed her husband's lips, so 
tincongenial to her own insatiable thirst 
for Information, had induced her to study 
his eountenance with unremitting atten- 
tion ; and she was now so great an adept 
ii;! its expression, that she could, on most 
occasions, translate it with tolerable ac- 
curacy; and at this time her skill did 
not fail her, for she saw plainly that he 

was 
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was deeply grieved by the oontents öf 
the letter ; she also heard him say to the 
messenger, in a moumful voice— " Then 

M 

there are no hopes ;** to which the mair 
replied — " None, sir ; tbe doctor says. 
she cannot live a weekJ* 

Prudence, on hearing these words^ 
thought herseif authorised to ask her 
husband if liis aunt were 31; to which he 
replied— « No." 

"Whae then, Cadmus ?"" questioned 
she,^ in her quick Weistmoreland dialect; 
but she was little wiser for asking, for 
he directly replied — " A person you da 
not know.'* 

He then desired her to give the stran<- 
gßr, who had by this time entered the 
Castle» some i^freshment. 

While he was taking supper, Cros^ 
thwalte sent Orders to his bind, wha 
lived at a little distance, to prepaiae his 
hocse. He then beckoned Prudence to 
another room„ and^ while he adjusted 
his dress, desired her to put up some lit^ 

C5 Üe 
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tle articles of liilen for a short joumey. 
,This produced a natural inquiry of whi- 
ther he was going ? . 

"A little way from home," was the 
reply. 

" To Aidston r 

" No." 

*^To Yorkshire?^ 

'^No." 

'' To Carlisle r 

'' No." 

Prudence, out of all patience, was 
about to ask, in piain terms, whither then ?* 
when the horsewas brought to the door, 
and her husband, after a hasty leave, de- 
parted with the stranger ; and to the in- 
quiry of Prudence, how long he should 
be absent ? he replied — '* Pröbably not 
mqxe than a week " 

Amid the vain and fruitless conjec- 
türes of Prudence, as to whither her hus- 
band was gone, and on what errand, the 
week wore over, but without bringing . 
himhome. 

Mrs 
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Mrs. Crosthwaite was snrprised and 
alarmed; but when a fortnight closed 
withaut his return, she became anxiousty 
uneasy. Communication hy letter was 
in those days extremely rare and diffi-- 
cult, but she had determined on writing 
to the aunt of her spouse at Aldston, 
and was actually seated, with materials 
for that purpose befoire her^ on the six- 
teenth evening pf his absence» when the 
sound of a horse at thc^ Castle gate 
ixnised her attention ; she flew out, and, 
to her inexpressible delight, beheld her 
husbfind. 

The excess of her joy for some time 
prevented her &om noticing that he' 
wps not alone, and that he wore moum* 
ing ; but when she permitted those cir« 
€umstanoes tiomeet her observati(H), she 
exclaimed, as he put into her arms a 
lovely boy, about fbur or five years old 
— ^ Whae's dead« Cadmus, and whae'9 
owe t' bairn ?' N 

Witk a iigh» wbicb ^vid^itly eame 

e6 fi^m 
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from the heart, he replied — " I have lost 
a much-estcemed and respected friend, 
and, — this boy will henceforth reside 
under our protection, and regard us a& 
his parents." 

The ambiguity of this reply did not 
altogether please Mrs. Crosthwaite ; and 
as she led the child into the house, she 
repeated her question, but the answer 
she received was not a whit more satis- 
ftctory. 

At this moment she fbrmed an idea^ 
which, whether just or not, was certainly 
jnatural ; and as it was by no noeans her 
practice to suffer her ideas to vegetate 
in her own brain without transplanting 
them to those of others, she quickly 
made known the one wlüch now stnick 

her, l^ sajring bluntly to her husband 

** I fancy if s t* own, Cadmus.** 

As she spoke, she regarded Cros- 
thwaite with an eye of rigid scnitiny, 
but his oountenance wore no other 
expression than that of a slight sneer» 

while. 
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^hile, with his wonted dryness, he re- 
ylied — " As you haye pK>lepticalIy con- 
sarcmated such a postulatum, the most 
discreet and oonsentaneous Ime of con- 
dudt yo# can pursue will be to act the 
part of an aSectionate mother to hun ; 
and I therefore desire you will com- 
mence your matemal career by giving 
bim some Fefreshment, of which I also 
stand in much need." 

The former part of this speech was 
just as intdligible to Prudence as would 
have been an ode of Sappho in its ori* 
ginal Greek ; the latter part she had ai]^^ 
ticipated« and was spreading the table 
with her best bread» butter, milk^ and 
birch wine ; the former artides she well 
Jmew how to rendec aeceptable to her 
Uttle guest, who» on his part, altemately 
surveyed the inansion and its mistcess 
with looks of the most scrutinizing cu- 
riosity, and^ drawing dosar to Cadmus, 
rested his head on bis arm. 



-Art 
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" Art thoii tited, Cyru« ?** questioned 
he, stroking his head. 

** Ceres !" cried Pnidence ; " now I 
•suir, Cadmiis, he mun be t* ewn, fcr 
n' udder folk has sick odd neam^ i' t' fa- 
mily." 

Crosthwaite smiled somewhat con^ 
temptuously» ^ Pnidence,*' ^dd he, " I 
have taken infinite pains to embue yotr 
with a proper pronunciation, but it isp 
still as proletarian as the postuliatiim yoir 
have advanced. I did net call the child 
Ceres, but Cyrus ; and by confonnding^ 
the two names, yoti commit a palpable 
catadhresis, whieh could only be par- 
doned in a woman. Know, then, Cerea^ 
is a female appellative, under whieh the 
äncients worshipped the deity of agri-. 
culture ; but Cyrus was the conqueror- 
of Babylon, and the founder of the Per- 
siän empire.** 

" I wait Tiae whae he was, Cadmus,*^ 
cried Prudence, in s ^passion; " but if 

I'se 
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I'se to be a mudder to t' baim ye've 
forought heame, it's very fit I sud kribw 
\vhae he is, and I wiill kno^ toe.'' 

Cadmus could.not deny the justhess 
of this wish for information, but eith« 
be did not choose, or was not at liberty, 
to disclose the birth and parentage of 
Cyrus ; neither was her declaration that 
sbe would Jcno^ at all caleulated to gain 
hiiS confidence. To the latter part only 
of her Speech he replied with a sneer-— 
" I would advise you by all means tö 
try, for your acute pfenetration will 
doubüess achieve the discovery, if it be 
practicable ; you may perhaps think I 
have committed a contraregularity by 
putting him under your superintending 
care ; but whatever he may owe to your 
tendemess and kindness, take notice that 
he will be no tax on your munHieenee.'* 

With these words he took from bis 
pocket a bag, heavy from the quantity 
df möney^ it contained ; which, whatev«r 

might 
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might be the sum, was doubtless a cou- 
siderable one in those days. 

How magical is the effect of gold L 
The asperity of Prudence's look in- 
stantly changed to a simper ; and while 
she held out one hand to receive the bag, 
she employed the other in patting the 
cheek of Cyrua. Yet it is not to be un- 
derstood that her suspicions were remo- 
ved ; but as the countenance of her hus- 
band for once baffled her dosest Observa- 
tion» and as sheYound there was nothing: 
to be leamed by questioning him, sha 
prudently suspended her curiosity tili a 
more favourable opportunity should o£^ 
fer. 

Cyrus now showing Symptoms of 
weariness,. Crosthwaite desired his wife 
to jffepare for him a little bed in theuc 
own ehamber, until another could be put 
in Order for bis accommodation ; at the 
same time begging her to make haste» 
ap. he had bcought a brace of moor-game 

ftn: 
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Ar suppar, which would require her 
skiliul band. 

Prudence used much dispatch, and 
"the HtÜe boy, though somewhat reluc- 
tant to quit Cadmus, to whom he s£^m- 
ed much attached, was at length pre- 
Tailed upon to suffer her to carry hina 
np staks and undress him. 

It is not to be supposed that Mrs. 
Crosthwaite either could or would ne-^ 
glect so likely an opportunity to obtaia 
information by questioning the diild, 
who, äs sh^ rightly conjectured^ had not 
yet leamed the important lesson of se- 
cret-keeping. She asked hhn bis harne. 

^ Cyrus Dacre," replied the boy. 

Prudence now thought she had made 
a notable discovery ; she did not for a 
moment allow herseif to doubt that he 
was the son of the late sir Thomas Da- 
cre, or to reflect whether there existed 
any reason why he might not be so. 
To her questions conceming the place 

of 
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of bis residencev be replied ihat ke Hveit 
at Lee Hall. 

Frudence wasr im wiser». &r she bad 
never heasd of Lee HaiK "How &r 
was it &oin Aidston ?" she asked. 

Tl^e diild either had no ideas an thsi> 
sstbjeet^ or wa» toa sieepy to anrange &siA 
express them. Of eourse^ Mxau Cx(»^. 
thwaite obtained bo infonnaftioii or 
that poink; howerer» she Charly as-^ 
oertuned tfaat Cycus faid been broio^t; 
up in tfaat part of the eountxy ; ist^ 
thougb his awn fittle sentenee» were vttrr 
tered in a dialeci much more pohabesui 
than tdiat spoken by the chiMten of ikti 
neighbourhood» he perfectly OMnjH^- 
hended every wordshe addcessed to.himv 
She next inquired whethei he had a &*: 
ther ajftd a mother ? 

He gazed on her mourofully, astdr 
then exdaiming in asorrowful tone-~ 
^'Foor maanma deadT he burst intaa; 
loud at q£ cryiqg» 

Vain 
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Vain wereher efibrts ta comfbrthim; 
his disfreifs reached the ears of' Cadrausv^ 
vsho came up to inquire the causa P^« 
dence» as will readily be imagined, was 
too cautious^ to say that any inquiry of : 
hers hed thus distFessed her diarge, hut 
ättributed hi^ freti^iliiess to waiit eS rert. 

jBxhäusted with weeping, and soothed . 
by the attention^ of his host aiid hostess, 
the fitde Cyru&at lengtb feil asleep^ and 
the Crosthwaites retumed to the kit- 
eben, she to oook themoor-game, and he 
to supermtend the manttfiicture of aome . 
buttered erumbs, the kind of sauce which ' 
he' mo§t relishcfd to those birds. 

Frudence having now, ai& she suppo>.. 
sed, discovered who was the fatber of 
hier little guest, lost no time in commu- 
nieatmg the discovery to her husband. 
He smiled ironically, anä dryly rephed — 
** My ever-regretted friend, sir Thomas 
Dacre, has been dead ten years ; Cynis 
is now in his fifth year ; of oourse, admit^ 
ting the postulatum you have assumed^ 

upwards 
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upwards of five yeftrs must haye elapsed 
between the death of the father and the 
Inrth of the son. Indeed, Mrs. Cros* 
thwaite, Icannot but say I admire your 
Superlative sagadty and penetration^*^ .. \ 

Prudence,. provoked and ißox^ß^ir 
replied— " Why theri it's V faroder, sir. 
Bx>bert Dacre, oi* what d*y e erf him ?" 

" Ay, there you have it,** replied hepr. 
husband, with a yet strenger expressioiV: 
crfirony. 

Poor Prud^ice was stiU bewildered 
in a maze of conjeetures ; for, as far a»^ 
she could trust her skill in deci^erii^ ' 
the countenance of Cadmu^ sif Robert 
Dacre was not the father o£ Cynw. 

When the residence of this engagin^- 
child ^t Broügham Castle became knownbf 
to the few persons in its vicinity, they 
formed, as might be expected, many sur* ^ 
mises ; but they were all vague and un— 
certain» for no one could find out ta 
whom he belonged Cadinus- knew' 
what he knew, but he kept his know- 

ledge 
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ledge to himself. Prudence thought 
vriiat she pleased, and asked what she 
pleased, but her inquiries were vain. 

Whoever ioight be ^jfe real parents of 
Cyrus, he soon ieamed to distinguish 
Mr. and Mrs. Crosthwaite by the tender 
names of father and mother ; and indeed 
the latter grew as proud of the title, and 
became as tniwih attadbed to her diarge, 
as tf he were in reality her own child ; 
-and when any of her neighbotnrs fainted 
n su^icion thät bis birth was dishonour- 
able, she never failed to resent the foul 
Insinuation, as she would have done an 
"aspersion cast on her own honour. 

The little boy daily iinproved in 
strength and beauty ; bis heart was af- 
^ecticxiate, and fais disposition sweet and 
amiable. Time, instead of revealing bis 
origin, seemed to involve it in greatar 
obscurity, and the autumn wore over 
without any light being thrown on the 
aubject 

CHAP 
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CHiÄTER III. 



C YRUS had jreaided about six monltbs at 
Brougham Castle, when a cold and 
gloomy day was dosed by an evening 
whicfa, even in those bleak and moun-' 
. tainous regions» was deemed unusually 
tempestuous. The high and hollow 
blast sjv^ept round the venerable walls, 
roared in the wide chimneys, howled 
-mournfully through the passages, and 
shook the doors of the deserted Cham- 
bers; and the rain, pouiing in torrents 
^ainst the Windows, threatened to dis- 
•lodge the shattered easements. 

While the elements thus raged witb* 
out, the little family within the waUs of 
Brougham Castle rested in saföty from 
their fiiry. Cyrus, happily unconsdous 

of 
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«f Öie stono, a8 he yet was of the storms 
of life, «lept soundly in a little apartment 
^joinin^ to that of the Crosthwaites, 
'wliidi had heen put iu cH*der for his usa 
JVfrs. Crosthwaite had also dismissed her 
;8eryant for the night, and ha*8eif and 
iCadmus were just sitting down to their 
evening's repost before a falazing peat 
Are in the kitchen, Some excellent 
cheese and oat-cakes, together with a 
jug of fine ale^ smiled on the boord ; and 
mpreover, Üieeyes of Cadmus were fixed 
nvith peeuliar comjdacency on a j)Ot of 
char whieli had not y^t beea opened. 
' He was just about to pay his respects 
to tMs precious artide, when tiie gate 
of the old Castle shook wlth a knooking 
490 loud, so imusual in those days and in 
those remote regions, that Prudence 
started in terror from her seat^ and Cad- 
-mus's large eyes opened wider, while he 
uttei^ an ejaculation of surprise. He 
.would have ^one immediately to the 
^gate ; but this was strenuously opposed 

by 
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by Prudence, whose caution and fear» 
were by no means unjustifiable, when 
the State of the oountry at that time is 
considered. Those terrible depredatoFB 
caUed moss.tn)opers, who ibnneily in- 
fested the borders, were not then sup^ 
pressed^'but oommitted frequent out- 
rages in the adjacent parts ; and the idea 
which first oecurred to Mrs. Crcxsthwaite 
was, that a band of those rufBans now 
surrounded the Castle. The kingdom 
was also at that time in a very unsettled 
State, it being soon after the period when 
James the Second abdicated the crown ; 
Cadmus therefore thought it probable 
that a party of soldiers, eitiier the adhe^ 
rents of the fugitive monarch, or of the 
prince of Orange, now claimed admit** 
tance ; but Prudence, not at all in the 
liablt of paying attention to the political 
cireumstances of the times, and having 
grown up from infancy in constant dread 
of the moss-troopers, believed that they, 
and they alone, threatened the peaoe of 

her 
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hex dwelling, and was beginning to make 
loud and biUer lamentations ; but Cad« 
imis commanded and enforced her si- 
lenoe, that he nüght listen, and be en- 
aMed to judge what force the party coii'* 
sisted of. He l^tened in vain ; he eoidd 
not distmguish the sound of any voioßs^ 
«nd tbougb he <nice thought he heatd 
the trampling of horses' hoofs, the loudi 
^ostsofwindwould notp^t himto 
wcertaüi wh^her it were so pr not. 

In about five minutes the knocking 
was jepeated yAÜi augmented violence ; 
the teitors of Frudence increased, biit 
Cadmus, who was by no means of a timid 
disiposition, would no longer be withheld 
from venturing to the gate. As it 
«eemed proper to be on his guard, he 
took down his fowUng-rpiece fixon its 
resting-place over the chimney« It was 
already loaded, and poising it in one 
•band, he took the light in the other, and 
isallied forth into the passage, while Fru- 
dence expostulated loudly against the 

VOL« I. s hazard 
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liazard he was incurring ; not for t|ke 
universe would she have dared to acoom- 
pany him; and believing that when 
he opened the gate, tfae whole party of 
banditti would rush in, she feit unable 
to brave the approachii^ dangerj^ but 
sought concealment beneath a large Oßlk 
table; not a very eligible hiding-plaoe"* 
indeed, but the best she couid find. 

In the passage Cadmus encountered a 
gust of wi^d, so furious that it ^xtin- 
guished his light, and he was compelled 
to place his gun carefully on the ground, 
while he groped^ his way back to the 
kitchen to renew it. Pnidence came 
irom her hiding-place to assist him. He 
had foundby experience the impracticabi- 
lity of carry ing a ligbt openly, and there« 
fore placed it in a lanthom, and while 
employed in doing so, a third knockittg^ 
more loud than either of thß formet^ 
made the walls of the old Castle resound* 
Pnidence retreated to her table, and 
Cadmus, out of aU patience^ in one hreatb 

told 
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told Ins wife that her terror was extreme- 
\y vituperable, and exclaimed against 
Äe peßsons without, whoever they might 
be, fbr supposing it impossible to susd^ 
täte the inhabitants of tlie Castie with- 
dht Jmocking«in that stentorophonic 
Huainer» as if they would landnate the 
very walJs- 

Having by tfais time secured bis lan« 
thoni». he took it hx one band, and the 
gun over the other Shoulder^ and, with 
lüs wooUea lüght-capdrawQ dosdy over 
Ids ears» he exhibked a whimsical com« 
pouD4i^ Guy Fftux and Robinson Cm* 

As Mrs. Crosthwaite did not aecom- 
pany her husband to the gate, it would 
be h^hly indeoorous in the biographer 
to reliite what passed there ; the j^er 
rnüst iheref<Ke be eontented to wait 
with her under the table, untü the arri- 
val of Cadnms, who in about five mi« 
nutes retumed, ushering in a single strän- 
gen 

D 8 iVudence 
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Prüdehce now ventured to peep otrtv 
•and fihdlng there was nothing to fear, 
emerged from hfer retreat, like VenUÄ ri- 
sing frdm the sea. S^e belield, oonver8iö|f 
with Crosthtviaite, a tau fhiti man, äppa- 
rently near thirty ye^^ of agei his fei- 
tures were uncornmcmly handsctoe, biit 
a general appearance of languör and de- 
bility, a very pale cöuntenance, äofid ä deep 
and hollow cough, cönspired to indieate 
a frame worh dowh with illiiess, and ex- 
hausted by fatigue. A Veiy dignified 
arid even Tiöuglity depörtment Was ill* 
conceded beneath a hilfnbl^ garbn^hich 
Prudence had discemment enough tö 
disüover was orily asstiiried äs a disguise ; 
indeed the diöeövery was easily inäde^ 
for the behaviour of C^osthwaite towärdi 
this iNKth^er Ivds «uch äa cläarly evinced 
ühat a very materiäl diSerence, in poiiit 
of rank, subsisted betweeh thöih. White 
the lätter receivöd the attentäons of the 
fbrmer, polilely itldeed, but ät the same 
time as sl tribute whlch he had a right to 

^xpect? 
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expect ; nor had Ms inanners any of tliat 
easy and amiable condescension whicb 
diiuini&hes the humiliating consciousness 
of inferiority, and unites love and esteem> 
with duty and pespect. 

It could not but be a mortifying cir- 
eumstance to Cadmus, that the fipst yievr 
which his guest had of the &ir form of 
his spouse sho^ld be in the act ef em^g- 
mg from wider the t^ble'; howeyer» l^e 
mende^ the m^ttev a9 wdU: as he could» 
and presented her with ßjl dui? forooßr 
lity ; \)ut he di(l wtt intro4uce th^ ^txm- 
ger by name» an o^u^sion by no iveani) 
ligreeab}.^ to l^ndence*«' cuiriosiity. 

The gehtlemian stightly ftpplpgized 
fojr haying alarm^ her, and then topk; 
poasesaicv) of a seat which Crosthwaite 
plaoedfor him near the fire. Cadmus, 
in a low voice, desired his wife to bring 
a bottle of her best wine ; she obeyed, 
and the stranger aecepted the glass with 
which she presented him, but declined 
taking any other refreshment, though 

D 3 it 
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it was offered with the sincerest cordr* 
ality. 

Cadmus then said to his guest, in a 
respectfiil tone — " You will excuse me 
a few minutes, sir, until I conduct your 
horse to a place of shelter." 

He replied — " It is scarcely necessary» 
as I shall not stay above half an hour.* 

Crosthwaite, in reply, said something 
in a low tone of voice, of which •* safe** 
was almost the only word that Prudence 
could distincüy overhear. Shä had no 
doubt that it was spoken in relation to 
the personal security of the stranger; 
and as the appe&rance of mystery and 
seerecy always acted as a whet to her 
curiostty, she now feit herseif goaded 
by its thoms to a very painful degwe» 
and sererely blamed her own temm» 
which had prevented her fixnn aeoompa- 
nying her husband to the gate, whera 
she should, in all probability, have leam- 
ed the whole secit from tileir fest CO«, 
versation. 

The 
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The stranger firequently cast his eyes 
round the apartment with a look of anx- 
ious solicitude, as if in search of itome 
object which he vainly expected to see. 
He remained silent a few moments after 
Cadmus lefl the room, and then said to 
Prudence, with an emotion which he 
evidenüy struggled to subdue — "You 
have a Uttie boy resides with you— is he 
■ * * He paused without finishing the 
jehtence. 

Frudenoe, who, ön being lefl alone 
with this person, had at first been de«- 
terred by'the imposing dignity of his 
mamer fiom addremng him, now 
eaught at this half-formed question, as 
a hook with which she might fish for 
ittformation. She launched out in the 
pnöseof Cyrus, a theme to which her 
Auditor üstened with yisible interest; 
and at length conduded her eulogium 
by asking the stranger, in piain terms, 
. whether he were related to him? 

A more deadly paleness overspread his 

D 4 languid 
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languid face. He fixed bis eyes on the 
inquirer with a scrutinizing look^ and 
after a short pause said, in a quiek but 
tremulous tone — a tone as if displeasure 
and confusion at onee agitated the breast 
of the Speaker — " Related to me ! why 
should you ask that question ?" 

Prudence feit hersetf more chilled and 
awed by the manner of this person.tbaii: 
she had ever before been by ihat of any 
one, and it was not until aPter.8ome he»^ 
gitation that she assumed courage svd&^ 
eient to reply — " Nay, I suir, I woit nae 
whae t^ baim belangs te, peer wee thingj 
Cadmus neer sae Muckle as neamed it ^ 
me ; but I luire 't weel^ and shem ieig^ 
o* me if I meak 't a bad muddcr.*^ 

The stranger appeared mucfa agitated» 
but made no reply ; and Cadmut retunv 
ing i^ortly after, he said to him-«» 
^ Where can we have some private con- 
▼ersation, Crosthwaite ? for I have mu^dk 
to say to you, and must be gone soon.'* 

Cadmus r^lied that be would reple- 

nish 
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nish the fii^ in hiß study, which having 
done, he led the gentleman thither, to the 
great dissatis&ction of Prudence, who 
fear^ that she should not only be de- 
barred irom leaming the subject of their 
Conference, but also be kept in ignorance 
of who this stranger was. Her husband, 
diough he addressed him in the most 
respeetfiil terms„ never once mentioned 
his name ; nor did she possess any guide 
er clue by which she could ascertain or 
even conjecture who he might be. 
There were indeed three famiKes in 
whose. i^crvice Crostfawaite had been^— 
the Ponsonbys, the Dacres, and the 
Sibbaldl; but he could not, shethought^ 
be a member of any o£ them,. The first 
she had scarcdy ever heard Cadmus 
mention, and it was now fourteen years 
gince he lived with them. Sir Robert 
Dacre she weli Bemembered to have* 
heard described as being low-statured 
and extyemely piain; consequently the 

D 5 person 
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person now with her husband could not 
be he, for he was very tall, and when in 
health, had been eminenüy beautiful; 
and lastly, Mr. Sibbald she had seen 
more than once, and he bore not the 
most distant resemblanee to the gentle- 
niaii in question. Who then could he 
be ? were there no means by which she 
coidd at least have a chance of attaih-» 
ing some degree of certainty ? Fear of 
the moss-troopers had kept her from 
going to the Castle gate, and should t»- 
Tor. of the fairies also prevent' her from 
visiting the keyhole of the study ? ' No, 
she wisely resolved to combat sxKÜi silly 
apprehensions. If her husbanct chose 
to withhold his confidence from her, and 
to entertain persons of whose very name 
she was to be kept' in ignoranoe, he 
should not preveht her from making 
what use she pleased of her own eyes 
and ears ; and at present she 'thought 
she could not use them so advantage- 

ously 
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ouäty aii3rwhere as at the door of the 
apartment in which Crosthwaite wd 
ins guest had taken refuge. 

By the time she had wound up her 
mind to this sage detennination, nearly 
half of the period to which the stranger 
had limited his stay had elapsed; of 
course she had no time to lose. The 
way from the kitchen to the study was 
long, and had many tumings and wind- 
irigs. As she could not attempt to ex« 
plore these without ä light, she took 
that irom the table, and set out on her 
expedition. 

. From the foot of the great staircase, 
a loi^ passage led to another of smaller 
dim^isions. She kept her eourage in 
tolerable repair while she glided lightly 
along the passage ; but by the time she 
reached the top of the stairs it began to 
wear out, and when she entered the 
gallery above, where tradition had peo- 
pled every Chamber with a ghost, or a 
group of fairies, jshe started at every sha- 

D 6 dow. 



60 BBOÜGHAM CASTLE. 

dow, and expected to see some of tho^ 
airy beings before her. 

** StUl as she weDt ihe look'd behind. 
And heard a voice in every wind?' 

She passed alpng the gallery, at the 
end of which she had to ascend a epiral 
staircase which led to the study, Heie 
she reflected that it would be proper ix> . 
leave her light ; as, should she carry it 
to the door, its beams might probably 
be Seen through some chink or crevice 
by those in the room, a contingency to 
be carefully guarded against, as it might 
draw down on her the serious digplea» 
siire of her husband. However, m rfie 
should require its assistance in retuming 
to the kitchen, she determined not to 
extinguish it; but placing it in a re* 
cess of the wäll, and depositing her shoea 
beside it, lest their noise should betray 
her, she crept softly up the stairs, and 
applying her eye to the keyhole, founc^ 
to her inexpressible joy, that slie oould 

command ' 
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command a füll view of the xoom, at 
least of all the prindpal objects in it. 
Cadmus was placed opposite the fire^ 
with his back towards the door ; he was 
in eamest discourse, but spoke in so low 
a voioe that Prudence could not dis^ 
tinctly hear a single sentence ; but the 
few disjointed words which Struck her 
ear were of melancholy Import, those of 
death, distress, and anguish,. being severat 
times repeated. 

The stranger, seated on one side, with 
his elbow rechned en a table, and his 
head restisg on his band, listened with 
the most proibund attention. His coun« 
tenanoe^ underwent various cbanges; 
sometimes it wore the wild expression 
of firenzy, and at others the setüed gloom 
of despair. His eyes, filled with tears^ 
were repeatedly raised to heaven, and 
once she säw him press his right band 
on his beart, as if it were bursting. 
Wlien Cadmus ceased speaking, he re- 
plied in a voioe of stifled anguish, but 

yet 
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yet in a tone so loüd, that Frudenoe, 
with her ear glued to the keyhole, heard 
every word he uttered — '* Crosthwaite, 
you shall hold her . Orders sacred ; I will 
not violate one of them, thoiigh I well 
know that in acting ihus I am comniit« 
ting a yet more deadly crime than that 
which has cost me years of repentance.** 

Here Cadmus taking advantage of a 
pause which the stranger's weakness 
compelled him to make, said in a respect- 
ful tone — "Pardon me, sir, if I <Hice 
more take the liberty of observing, that 
in my opinion the line of conduct you 
are now pursuing is infinitely more vi- 
tuperable than that for which you o^- 
sure yourself. The duties " 

" No more of this I charge you, Cros- 
thwaite," interrupted his auditor, in an 
accent of haughty impatience ; " your 
opinions are erroneous, and a blessed 
change would it be for yourself, if you 
would reform them» However, I shall 
wave tbe subject, and proceed to speak 

of 
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pf some points respecting this unfbrtu- 
nate being, in which I must insist on be« 
ing implicitly obeyed." 

He then lowered bis voice to a key 
which effectually precluded all possi- 
bility of bis discourse being overheard, 
to the infinite mortification of Prudence, 
who altemately applied her eye and her 
ear to the organ of information, and 
watched by tums his words and bis 
countenance with the most eager and 
anxious curiosity. 

Though he had said he must be gone 
in half an hour, he ccmtinued talking 
thus for nearly double that period ; whüe 
Tnidence, rivetted to the spot, never 
once thought of quitting her post, or re- 
turning down staLrs. 

Cadmus spoke several times, appa- 
rently in a strairi of objection, remön- 
strance, or entreaty ; but his arguments 
made little Impression on the stranger, 
at least so far as Prudence was enabled 
to judge from his looks and voice, for 

he 
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he still oontiniied to speak so low that she 
eould not oonnect the tliread oif his dis^ 
course, though, from some ' broken' sen- 
tönces which caught her ear, she under- 
stood it to be something relating to the 
subject of marriage. As to the conver- 
sation of her husband, she could make 
little of it ; for he not only spoke in an 
nnder voice, but used a great nümber of 
those quaint and studied expressions 
which only a professed philologist could 
understand, and Which poor Pnidence, 
though daily accustomed to hear them,. 
was so &r from comprehending, thal 
she never supposed them to be Ehglisb,. 
but imagined that he learned them all 
from the old Roman altars and inscrip» 
tions with which the adjoining county 
of Cumberländ abounds, and in the study 
of which Crostiiwaite took much de- 
Mght. 

At length the stranger looked at his 
watch, and started from his seat^ exclaim- 
ing — " I mußt be gone." 

•*So 
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** So ipQust I,'* thought Pnidence, and 
was withdrawing her ear j&om the doofi 
when she heard her husband say — *' AI* 
low me once more to implore you to see 
Cyrus ; only walk with me to his toom^ 
wd look at him as he sl^ps;" 

" No, never !'* he replied, in a deter- 
mined» yet agtmized voice; and Pni- 
dence agam applied her eye to the key-: 
hole, " I have already told you I uev^r 
most f * ' 

Exhausted by his own rehiein^ncG» 
aiKl by the violent emotion and exc^siye 
iatigue he had endur^, . a p^roxysm of 
ooughii^ seized the stranger ; the bloo^ 
gushed firom his nose and montb» andl 
he hvmk on a ehair without any appear- 
ance of life. Crosthwaite terriß^ flevf 

to him, and Pradeilce, no less tenrified 

» 

lest she should be discovered, ha3tened[ 
down stairs; but she had not pas$ed. 
half the descent when the study-dooy 
opened, and her husband, with a üght in 
lüs band, was in her rear. Prudence 

urged 
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urged -her fleetest speed, but imused* to 
the Spiral stairs, she unfortunately s^-p^ 
ped her foot, and feil headlong befi)re 
the astonished and ai&ighted Cadmus, 
who quickly comprehended the who, 
the why, and the wherefore. He saw 
who lay prostrate befwe him, and he 
had little hesitation in guesi^ng the er«- 
rand which had brought her thither» 
liOsing for a moment his concem for Üie 
deplorable State of his guest, in the 
nearer interest which he feit for the no- 
less-precarious Situation of his wifö, he 
flew to her, and raising her in his arms^ 
inquired with much solidtude whete 
shewashurt? 

Though stunned by the fall, she had 
not, in fact^ received any material h^ 
Jury ; but when she perfectly recovered 
the use of her &culties, she did not dane 
to acknowledge this, well knowing that 
when the fears of her husband for her 
personal safety were removed, he would 
indubitaÜy overwhelm her with a tov^» 

rent 
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rent of reproaches for her prying and 
mijustiiiable curiosity. To avert this 
iniindation of ihvective, it was highly 
neoessary to pretend to some hurt ; but 
not knowing what particular part to fix 
cm as the seat of complaint, she had re* 
oourse to a general concerto of groans 
and screams» which she uttered as loudly 
and as vodferously as if half the bones 
in her body had been fractured. She 
acted her part very well» but Cadmus 
had too frequently.seen persons m real 
pain to be duped by her artifice. He 
saw through her design, and it only 
served to add fiiesh asperity to the vex- 
ation which was ah^eady kindled in his 
breast by a concuirence of disagreeable 
drcumstances. He had» in the first in«* 
stance, been disturbed when just sitting 
dowii to a favourite suiq>er by a guest» 
of whom» whatever attention he might 
deem it his duty to show hun, he 
tfaought he had, and perhaps had in 
reality^ great cause to eomplain. He 

was 



waß shocked by the melancholy situatüciir 
in which he had justleft bim in tbe 
study, and now bis indignation was 
roused by the inquisitive impertinenoe: 
and mean hypocrisy <rf bis wife, 

** Cease your stentorophonie roaring^ 
you eaves-dropper !" cried he, in a voioe 
of Stern displeasure ; *' had you dislocat^ 
your cervix, you would oidy have met 
with your deserts. Do you suppose yoii' 
can suscitigtte any pity by raisiog suidbk • 
rumpus ? Qo in^tantly and pFepare ä 
bed for the gientleman who is nöw in my 
study — the keyhole no doubt has in- 
finroed yon tbat he is ilL •' 

He th^ darted down stairs in seait& 
of some article with which to revive and 
oomfoit bis sick guest» whUe Frudenoe^. 
hanging her head» possessed herseif of * 
her shoes and light^ which was by Üiis^ 
time n^ly bumed out» and foUowed 
bim in süence to the kitchen r but here 
a frßsh scene of uproar awaited thenu 
Ffvdence, in her haste to listen at the 

studyw 
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Titudy-doOT, had forgot that she left a large 
inastiff dog stretched before the fire. 
T^e animäl, not less attracted than his 
rmaster by the savoury scent of tlie pot- 
ted chftr, had taken the privilege of a 
ftieiid to help himself ; and bs he found 
It less dif&cült to reduoe the table to his 
öwn level, thän to exalt himself to a le- 
^e\ with its Contents, he very sagaciously 
laid them at his feet, and Cadmus, on 
llll 'eQtränce, beheld the shattered re- 
mäins o^ his fitvöurite viand floating in 
the frägnäit streams of the ale and wine. 
It is not in the power of languäge to 
describe his rage, and to deeipher the 
tenits he raade use of on the oceasion 
wöUld bäffle the united abilities of a 
Johiisön, an Ashe, and a Sheridan, while 
hfe bade Prüdence, who was weeping 
bittferly, oeäse her lachrymation. He 
töld her that she was the most abomina- 
ble, vitupeiräble, vile, proletarian, care- 
less, iftconseiitaneous woman on earth. 
— ** If you Tfreie detennined to indulge 

your 
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your fascinorous inquisitiveness,'' added 
he, " why did you not ocdude the dog?* 

Poor Prudence made no reply, but 
sneaked away to call up her maid to au- 
sist her in preparing the bed, wbile Cad- 
mus retumed to his guest» who was by 
this time recovered from his swoon, but 
being much too ill to pursue his jour- 
ney, was prevailed on to remain at the 
Castle all night 

Wh^i his apartment was preparf||^ 
Crosthwidte attended him to it, and 
then went to direet Prudence in pre- 
paring some barley-water, taking care 
to scold her all the while for her caieless^ 
ness, and to inform himself exactly of 
what she had overheard at the study* 
door, every word of which he conipelled 
her to repeat His potted char was gon,e^ 
and he was obliged to content himself 
with a supper of humble cheese. and 
bread; after which- he retumed to the 
bedside of his sick friend, to watch theie 
during the night ; while PrudencCp with 

a heavy 
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a lieavy heart, retired to her own cham- 
ber, and soon lost in sleep the remem- 
brance of her own fall and that of the 
table. 



CHAPTER IV, 



^ ^ ^^^^ »^o^^«^^# ^^»» 



The storm vanished with the clouds of 
nighty and was succeeded by a moming 
serene and even pleasant for the season. 
The stranger had re&ted bat mdifierently ; 
and though onjhe whole he felt^himself 
better than might; be expected^ aiter the 
severe attaek he had suffered, he was 
not weil enough to pursue bis joumey. 
Crofitfawaite brought him some milk and 
thin toast, whichhe took in bed; he was 
then oompelled to leave him for a short 
time» while he looked after the business 
' of his farm. On his retum^ about ten 
o'docky he found him up, dressed, and 

# seated 
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^seated iiear a witidow, cheering the lan- 
gaid spirits of iH-health with the view 
43f scenery, wliich, if less beautiful than 
when adomed with the bloom and _ver- 
dure of summer, was perhaps more ma^ 
nificent and sublime. 

Cadmus inquired whether he chpse to 
walk down to the parlour, or to sit in 
his own apartment; he preferred the lat- 
ter, and requested as much of his Com- 
pany as time would allow him to spare. 
They conversed on subjects of science 
and literature, but carefully avoided 
those topics where a difierenee of opi- 
nion subsisted between them, and con- 
ceming which each thought the cx)nduct 
of the other culpable. 

Meanwhile Prudence chumed her 
butter, milked her cows, fed her poultry, 
dressed Cynis, and gave him his break* 
fast; nor, notwithstanding all the eha* 
grin she had experienced the preceding 
evening, did she omit to take her own. 
Cädmus häd charged her to keep Cyrus 

* with 
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With hersel^ and to amuse Imn at a dis- 
tance from the strangefs apartment. 
She endeavoured to do so, and when he 
inquired for Crosthwaite, told him he 
was büsy, and coüld not be interrupted. 

The little boy, accustomed to be al- 
most always with him, and to follow 
him everywhere, did not relish the pro- 
hibiti<»i. When Pmdence went to pre- 
pare a fowl for the stranger^s dinner, he 
took the opportunity to slip away, and 
wandered to the study in seareh of his 
adopted father; but ^not finding him 
there, he proeeeded to the room where 
the well-known figures of the tapestry 
so often engaged his attention, whither' 
he constantly attended Cadmus when 
he brushed the dust from tliis predous 
relic, as has already been mentionied. 
As he crept up the stairs, he called* 
aloud — ** Father, fatherr and when he 
reached the door, and heard voiees 
within, unable to open it, he strudc his 
litde foot against it, as a signal for ad- 

voL. I. * E mission« 
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mission, repeating the tender appella^ 
tion in the enchanting tone of infantine 
Innocence. 

The stranger, who was in earnest dis- 
course with Cadmus conceming the 
produce of the neighbouring mines, 
Started almost convukively, A more. 
ashy paleness oVerspread his faded cheek, 
and an expression of wild frenzy gleam- 
ed from his languid eyes, while, in a tone 
tremulous with agitation, he exclaimed 
— " How— what voice is that?" 

" rt is your — it is Cyrus, sir," said 
Cadmus, checking the, noun he waj 
aböut to use, and substituting another, 
at the same time opening the door to 
carry the little intruder down stairs; 
but Cyrus, the moment he foimd a pas- 
säge into the room, regardless of fhe 
presenoe of the stranger, ran towards the 
tapestry, calling to Cadmus — ** Come, 
father ! come hold me ujp and show me 
the babies." 
'^ You cannot see them now, my 

dear,** 
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descr,^ said Crosthwaite, taking him in 
his armrto carry him back ta Frudence. 

The gaee of tbe stranger wa» fix^ on 
the idiild w ardaiüy» yet sa mournfulty^ 
his öountenance wore such an expressioii 
t>f the Saeätce and haughty passions of the 
miad^ mingled with the ^soft and t^ideiil 
emotians of the heart, that no langul^e 
can exjAain it ; the fedings of nature ap* 
peared to be 43tniggling with some very 
powerful motive; said -whea Cadmua 
was about to take his litüe chaige from 
the loom, he said» in a voioe scarcely ar- 
tkuläte — ** Let him stay e few minutes,' 
Crosthwaite." 

Cadmus obeyed, and bringing the 
child dose to the strahger, set him down 
by his knee. He drew him towards 
him^ regarded him with an aspect of 
moumful tendemess» and, while the 
emotions of Jiis soul visibly agitated his 
feeble fiame» said, in the same tremulousf 
voiee — ^* What is your nawe, my sw«et 

feUow?'' 

£ 2 ** Cyrus 
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" Cyrüs Dacre," repliedhe. 

The stranger direcfsed towards CJrW» 
thwaitea look in which some de^ree 
of inquiry was miiigled with pensive 
melaneholy. He understood it, and re- 
plied, with somewhat of indignation ili 
his manner — ** He knows no other, ' sir ; 
sudi were his moüier's orderg.^ 

The stranger groaned, agaki fixed fats 
eyes on the child, and kissed him wäli 
frantic wildness, while his feeüngs seem* 
ed rising to agony. 

Crosthwalte, who had remained Stand- 
ing, now quitted the room. Cyrus 
«ereamed, called — " Father !" and at- - 
tempted to foUow him, but the Jitranger 
fbund means to quiet his apprehensipns, 
and to reconcile him to the idea of re- 
maming with him, by putting his watch 
into his bands. He then took him on 
his knee, and repeatedly kissed him« 
while tears trembled in his languid eyes 
— " Do you remember your moüier, 

Cyrus?" 
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Cyrus ?•* questicmed he, ih a tone of an* 
guish. 

The little boy, from whose mind the 
memory of bis mother had never faded» 
leplied with a sigh — " Ah, yes ! poop 
mammar 

The stratxger grpaired ^ain, and piiess*-^ 
ed him doser to his heart ; then starte 
ing, as if in a sudden paroxysm of fear, 
fae hastily put the chfld down, and clasp^ 
ing his hands, exdaimed — *^ Forgiye me^ 
oh merciful Heaven ! forgive me !'* 

He then^ immmoned Cadmus^ and 
when he ehtered, exclaimed — " Oh, take 
him ficom me, Crosthwaite ! take him 
away, I ch^e you^ I came hither with 
a firm resolution not to see him, but I 
häve yielded to the weakness of human 
Daturef heavy is my crime, and heavy 
must be the penanee which can wash it 
away r 

** Strange infatuation !"" muttered Cad- 
mus,, as he took up the little Cyrus ta 
«any hiuL dowa stairs. In doing so he 

E a perceiveA 
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peroeived tke watch in lais hatids» «nd 
bade him retum it. 

" No," Said tbe stranger, •* noT let Ittm 
jkeep it» but never let him know towfaoia 
it belonged;" and while he ^pdkt^ he 
w^ved bis band for Crostbwaite to ctny 
bim from tbe room. 

Wbeu be retumed, he foufid bis guett 
3till greatly agitated. After thegitenoe 
of a üw minutes, be dedared bis inten-» 
tion of quitting Brougbam t^tatereniiig:. 

This Crostbwaite str^uoudy cppcK 
sed, urging tbe weak State of bis faedlth, 
tbe badness (^ tbe roads, and tfae ind^ 
meney of tbe weoitber. The kst^inen» 
tioned objections seemed to inake so 
Impression on tbe person to whom they 
were addressed; but to tb^ fermer he 
fdt bimself eompelled to yidd ; for as tbe 
day deelined, bis increasing indispoaitioa 
forced bim to relinquisb bis design, and 
to retire early to bed, 

Tbe next day be feit bis weak frame 
so far refreshed and recruited» 4hat he 

would 
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not fisteti to the entreaties of Cidmvs 
lo allow liimself any longer repose than 
until the evening, when he determined, 
fit aU events, to pursue his journey, as 
he häd feasons fbr seeking conceahnent, 
whkh rendered travelling in the night 
eligifale,. however uncongenisl it might 
be to the state of his health. 

Ciüsthwaite» in pity for his eorporeal 
tiiffisringiy eamestly endeavoured to di- 
^vert him from this Resolution» and to^ 
persuade him that there was no hazard 
in pursuing his joufney in the daytime 
m tbat remote part of the kingdom, and 
m the depth of winter; hut his atgu- 
aieiits w»e vain — the stranger was deter- 
iBiaed. 

Crosthwafbe fiüding him thu* lesolv- 
eäf ooald not think of sufiering him, in 
his laiiguid condition, and in such wea- 
.tfaer, to depart alone; for though the 
travdler had flattered himself with hav-- 
ing the assistanee of the moon, there 
was Utile proq^ect of his being benefited 

5.4 by 
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by it. A thick mist enveloped the ho- 
rizon, a heavy shawer of small. snow 
was dcscending, and every appearance 
indicated a continued storm*. Cadmus 
thercfore feit himself called upon to sa- 
crifice^ for a while, the comforts of his 
owu fireside, and to brave the.fiiry of 
the elements, by attending his gue^f; 
at least a part of his way, which friendly 
offer \yas accepted ; for the stranger wa« 
biit imperfectly aequainted with the 
road he was to pursue. 

When this intention of herhusband 
became known to Mrs. Crosthwaite, she 
loudly and firmly opposed it, for she no 
more approved of Cadmus's travelling in 
the night than he did of the sick per- 
son's doing so; but her remonstranees 
\v ere attended with no better success la 
the one case than his had been in the 
other. The stranger was resolved ta gie^ 
and Cadmus was resolved to attend liim. 

The horses were ready by five o'clock, 
and at that hour the traveller left his 

apartraentj 
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apairfment, and passed hastily to the 
kitchen to bid adieu to Mrs, . Crofis- 
thwaite. However much shemight dis- 
approve of her husband's' joumeying 
fiiom home in such weather, the oonipas- 
sipnate heart of Prudence- could not,, 
without an emotion of pity, behold the- 
treak and emateiated. frame ^f this per- 
son quitting' her roof in a season and 
at air hour when Hospitfdity opens her 
doors to receive, to welcome, ' and ta 
sheltor the wayfaring man and the tra- 
vellfer/ She eamestüy pressed Hm t© re- 
main woink thne longer at the Castle, but 
Qould not prevdl- He acceptted the 
wine with whidii she presented him,; 
and pölitely thanked her for all the ci- 
vilities he had received frcmi her ; while^ 
t6 the last moment of his^ stpy , she con^ 
tibüed to fill bis pocketa and those of 
her husband with cordials, cakes, aiid 
Useuits ; and however cold and frigid 
xugh|; be- bis manners, he eertairily did 
iiot depart withöut being strongly kn- 

- e5 • pressed 
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pressed with a sense of that hoiq>itabIe 
kindness which 80 peculiarly dktm« 
guishes the iiatives of Cumberland and 
Westmareland. 

Cyrus, at the particular request of the 
stranger, was kept out of his sight, so 
that he quitted Broagham without again 
seeing him» 

In the course of the night the inde- 
mencjr of the weather was ftirther aug- 
mented by a pierdng north wind «nd 
a severe frort. Crosthwaite had pro- 
mised to retum in a few hoars, bat the 
sun of the next day rose and aet with- 
out bringing him home. 

Pi*udence was agonized with iears 
for his safety. The roads weie now 
.nearly impassable, and as the snow cob- 
tinued.to MI, a sbort time wouldrendar. 
them totally sa^ The lofty top of Skid- 
•«taw wwe its wintry erown of white, and 
tb^ va]M>urystoreft» di^fted in the "waätgyt, 
were in some places lisu^ to a rii^Uiip 
with the aunromiding hiUa. 

Such 
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Such was the State of the weather 
on the second evening of Cadmus's ab- 
sence, when, as two gentlemen, a Mr. 
Briseo>^ who resided in the hamlet o£ 
Watepmillock, on the banks of UUswa- 
ter, and the reverend Mr. Dalston, then 
rector of Brougham, were crossing Hut* 
ton-moor, on their return homewards 
from a shoif journey, they heard a deep 
groan, and tuming their horses towaids^ 
the spot from whence il seemed to pro- 
ceed, they föund that it was uttered by 
a person stretched amongst the snow,. 
speechless and benumbed with cold. He 
was entirely ineapable of motion, and 
nearly so of sensatioii and recollection. 
His Hps had bled severely fix)m the in- 
tmseness <rf' the frost; icibles were sus- 
pended fiom the ends of his fingers, and^ 
the snow-bed in which he ky was sO' 
de^, that a Kttle longer t^ra^nufst have 
sufficed to entomb hkn fn it. 

Such 'was the Situation in which this 
unfinrtunate traveller was found by the 

E 6 before- 
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before-mentioned gentlemen, wlio were 

not of a disposition to look on such an 

object, and " pass by on the other side," 

without making at least an efifort to save 

him. . Dalston.had.a servant with hinv 

and by their united efforts the benumbed 

person was placed on his horse, and sup- 

ported by the latter for the remaindeF 

of their joumey, which was nearly three 

miles, for there was no house at which 

they could have suitable accommodations 

for the invalid until they should arrive 

at the dwelling of Mr. Brisco, which 

they reached with infinite danger and 

difficulty, and even at the imminent 

hazard of Üieir lives. Here, to his eqiud 

surprise and concem, the worthy eler-^ 

gyman recognised, in the object of hi& 

soHcitude, his acquaintance, neighboür» 

and parishioner, Mr. Cadmus Cros* 

thwaite ! No sign of life was now visi- ^ 

ble in him, but the humane and friendly ' 

family under whose roof he was, exerted 

every possible means to restore anima- 

tion, 
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tion, tliough Mr. and Mrs. Brisco, whose 
experience in similar cases had been 
great, did not dare to hope that those 
means wovdd be attended with success» 

The gentleman and lady whose hos- 
pitable kindness was tlius extended to 
Crosthwaite, were persons of property 
and consideration in the place of their 
residence, but their understandings, ha- 
bits, and pursuits, were such, as uiight be 
expected in those who had never mixed 
witli Society, nor travelled a dozen miles 
&om home. Brisco had not an idea of 
science beyond the portion of agricultu- 
ral knowledge requisite for the adtiva- 
üon of his farm, nor of pleasure» except 
in pursuing, with dog and gun, tlie game 
which the neighbouring hills and woods 
afforded, while his spouse was one of 
the most decided economistä on the 
baiiks of Ulis water. 

A Union of sixteen years had seen 
them the parents of eight children, two 
only of whom/ the eldest and. youngest 

sons. 
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sons, sumved. Lyulph^the former, no\r 
in his fifteenth year, had, just beföre thö 
period now under consideration, been 
placed under the protection of his ma- 
ternal uncle^ a^captain in the army of 
king William, then serving in Ireland^ 
and was at that early age engaged in ac- 
tive warfare r and Arthur, the youngest^ 
a rosy, smiling chenib of five years old, 
was running wild about his native hillft. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brisco, an orphan niece 
of fourteen, who resided with them, and 
Mr. Dalston, the dergyman already 
mentioned, formed the group which sur- 
rounded the bed, where, wrapped in 
warm blankets, läy the congealed form: 
of Mr. Cadmus Crosthwafte. 

A very considerable period, as hai9 aU 
ready been said, elapsed, without any 
sign of animation appearing. At length 
adeep groan gave to his anxious attend- 
ants the assurance that life was not ex- 
tuict ; and by inspiring fresh hopes that 
it migfat be presenred, encouraged them 

to 
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to redouble their efibrts, until a ffdnt 
inquiiy from the patient of, "Where 
am I ?•• conveyed the pleasing certainty 
that the powers of reason and speech 
had resumed theh* functions. He was 
soon restored to a perfeet recoUection of 
the circumstanoes which brought him 
into his present Situation; and when 
sufBciently recovered to oonverse, after 
expressing bis gratitude to his preser- 
vers, he informed them that he was re- 
tuming hmnewards from a short jooniey 
at tiie time his progress was airested by 
the seyerity of the cold. fVom this it 
may be inferred that he had preTsously 
parted from the stianger in whose Com- 
pany he left Brougham Castle ; but in 
his conversations with Mr. Brisco and 
Mr. Dalston he made not the least men- 
tion of any such person ; nor could Mrs. 
Crosthwaite, in thß subsequent inquiries 
which she did not fail to make concem- 
ing her mystic guest, obtain irom her 
spouse the slightest inteUigence of whi- 

ther 
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ther he had joumeyed, or whether he 
were still m existence. 

In a few days the health of Mr. Gros- 
thwaite was completely re-established^ 
and he took leave of his hospitable en* 
tertaitiers with many expressiotis of gra- 
titude for the kindness they had shown 
him. 

From this period a most friendly in* 
tercourse was established between ther 
families, which was further .augmented 
by the Brisooes being intimately ac> 
quainted with, and indeed related to^ 
Mr. Rokeby of Temple-Sowerby, with 
whom, as has abeady been said, Cadmis: 
and Frudence were on terms of fiiendlj 
courtesy. 



CHAP. 
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CH AFTER V. 



DüÄiNG the period of time whicH gra- 
dually led Idonea Rokeby, Cyrus Da- 
»e, and Arthur Briscp, from thesmiling 
dawa of infantine innocence io the 
bloom and the hopes of eighteen, the pa- 
rents and protectors of eaeh passed much 
of their time in the society of each other^ 
altemately, at their respective houses. 

The stranger who had once visited 
Brougham Castle was never seen nor 
heard of, and indeed, from the state of 
health he then appeared to be in, Pru- 
dence could not suppose him to be still 
in existence. 

Cyrus remained unelaimed and unac- 
knowledged by any relative, and every 
secret connected with him was as deeply 

buried 
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buried in tbe bosom of Cadmus,, as the^ 
could have been at the bottom of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

No drcumstance had transpired which 
tended to throw the smallest light on 
the^ former history of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rokeby, except that the curiosity of 
Fnidenee had the gratiiication of receiv- 
ing a hint from Mrs. Briseo, that there WM 
«ome truth in the report wlucb {daced 
them in the relative ntuations of unc^t 
and nieoe» 

Secluded from the meretridous and 
artificial manners of poUshed lue, but 
ever surrounded hy the awful nlajtaty 
of Nature, in the magnifioent and su- 
blime scenery of Cumberland and West^ 
moreland, Idonea, C3nru8, and Arthur^ 
grew up together. Arthur was the va* 
lued friend of Cyrus, and the beloved 
brother of Idonea ; but the heart which 
animated that fair bosom cherished the 
image of Cyrus witb all the regard c( 
friendship, all the tendemess of fratemal 
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love, aad witfa a feeling yet more boR, 
tender, and impassioned. 

The education of 0)^16 was the pro* 
mineiit feature whidbi diatinguisiied this 
series of years. In the rieh and capa- 
dous mines of Gveoian and ef Roman 

literature, his nominal iatfaer» Cadmus 

« 

Crosthwaite, was no imiddiful laboorer. 
He was a systematk»! sdiolar, tfaat is, 
be was wdl qualified to lead his pupil 
.aloiig the tnroad, beaten track which 
might imprefiis on his memory every im- 
portant historical &ct thto x>n record, in 
Jthe Greek^ Latin, and EnglisSi lan- 
guages ; to give him a compi^ensive 
knowledge of biogiaphy, and to instruet 
Inm in the rudiments of maüiematical 
sciencö. True, these .acquirements in 
the hands of Cadmus, alone and unas- 
{»sted, would have proved dangerous. 
weapons with which to arm his young 
friend; they wbuld infallibly have made 
him a pedant, but not a scholar. On 
the contrary, when comfadned with the 

judicious 
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judicious and Taluable instructions of 
Mr. Dalstoir, the naturally-excellent 
understanding of Cyrns received firom 
tliem erery adväntage that leaming caa 
bestow^ 

Dalston was a mair of great erudi* 
tion — ^fae was yet more ; he was a real 
minister of the gospel^ a sinoere Chris- 
tian, and a truly-wortfay ehaiacter. Cros- 
thwaite stored the mind of their püpil 
with hnportant historical facts— Dalston 
taught him to exerdse his judgment 
lipon them; to deduce consequenoes 
from their causes ; to strip the splSendid 
but hoUow character of its gilded lau- 
reis ; to dhsentangle the web of sophistry 
which forms its specious attire, and to- 
view it in its natire deformity ; to judge 
of actions by the unerring Standard of 
morality, and on it to found his opi- 
nions, unsedueed and unbiassed by the 
artificial blaze of rank, fortune, or a 
iiame. Cadmus exercised his pereepr 
tive faiculties; Dalston iustructed him 

to 
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■<i 



1» exert the neblest powers of the hu- 
man mina, the powers of reason. The 
mathematical. knowledge he imbibed 
from Crosthwaite was, though aecurate, 
merely theoretical; when applied ac- 
cjording' to the skilful directions of Dal- 
aton, it became the optic nei*ve of his 
mind; and while this wortliy man 
watched overthe expanding intellects of 
his young fiiend, and assisted his labours 
in all the aequirements which have been 
enumerated, with tenfold more solicitude 
did he inculcate the infinitely more im- 
portant lessons of religion and of virtue. 
Nor did the other friends of Cyrus 
neglect to contribute their quota of in- 
struetion to this interesting youth. From 
the sensible eonversation of Mr. Rokeby 
he gleaned much information on sub- 
jects of polite literature ; from him 
also he derived an aecurate knowledge 
of geography, and the most just and 
perfect ideas eoncemixig the institutions, 
dbligaitions^ and privileges of civilized 

Society, 
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^odetyi and of what is termed the sodai 
coihpäct. 

But tlie most delightful lessons of Cy* 
rus were those which he received fh>in 
Mrs. Rokeby, for they were shared with 
Idonea, and are commemorated by him 
in the foUowing lines, written at a pe- 
riod far subsequent to that now under 
consideration : — 

Ilail, biest rcmembrance of those happy houi*s> 
When, lov*d Idonea ! in the silvan bowcrs, 
Wliere youth*8 fair scenes expanded to our Tiew, 
Thy beauteous face my rapturM peiicil drew; 
Or Hsten*d white you touchM the lute% soft string^ 
As men would listen should a seraph sing; 
Or, with the swiftness of the boundifig fawD^ 
Id mazy daoces ppess'd the verdant lawa; 
Or stole a pinioii froin the wing of timey 
And trac*d the wijd.ensays of rural rhyme; 
Thy virtues were my theiuo, tby smile my meed^ 
AiHi that awarded, I was Liest indeed. 

'' Thougb laßt, not leart,"* of Cyms*a 
tutoni» w^ thevenemUe Prudenee. In^ 
doodi her. IjMsooe cbimed pKecedeboe «£i 

aU 
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m the rest, for they waije given even be-, 
fore her husband h^d, in imitation of. 
bis ^^reat namesake, promulgated the 
€reek aiphabet. True, the.subject of 
these lessons was only such matters of ru- 
ral eccmomy as Cyrus eould assist her iii, 
But before the anathema of critieism 
is denounced, let the <sage information 
of the leamed Cadmus be attended to. 
He assured his wondering auditors, Pru- 
'dence Mid Cyrus, that many heroes and 
great men of antiquity had employed 
themselves in offices of household eco- 
nomy ; that the immortal Alfired eon- 
descended to attend to the baking of a 
cake ; that prinee Lud kept pigs ; and 
that even Hercules handled a distafF. - 
Here the litüe Cyrus eagerly required 
further information conceiyung those 
celebrated personages. Cadmus took 
faim OH his knee, and having informed 
him that Hercules was the son of Jupi- 
ter, was proceeding to detail the leading 
events of ):ui9 histoxy, when.he vroß inter- 

rupted 
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rupted by his wife, who i?xclaimed — *^ 1 
«mir, Cadmus, I wondet Ihou can feil f 
bairn seck stories as *at Hartmln^ was a 
man^ an' Greece a pleacCy when you 
loiow füll weel 'at Harculu^* was a 
dog, an' Hart-a-greese a bück. Didn't 
f dog lowp owr t' peales of Whihfield 

Park ; an' didn't t' bück "* 

" Prudence * 

^ In 1333, or the following year, Edward Baliol, king 
of Scotland, visited Robert de ClifTord, aiid posscd sonie 
time with him at his several Castles of Appleby, BroDgh* 
am, aud Pendragon. in the cotirse of this vistt X\iej thb 

m 

a stag, by a Single greyhound, from \Vhin6cld Park to 
R<ed Kirk in 6cotl«'iiid, and back agtiin to Whinfield; 
>\ here, being both completely exhausted, the stag leaped 
over the enclosure, but died ou the spot, and the dog, at- 
temptiiig to fullow, feil and expired witliout acconi- 
plishing the leap. In coromemoratkm of the drcimi-' 
stance, the horus of tlie stag were nailed to a treejost 
by, and a brass plate was also affixed to it, with the fiil- 
|0wing mscription : — 

^ Hercuht kilVd Hart-d'-greeie, 
And Hort-ü'-^reeie kill'd Bercules:^^ 

In 
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^' Pradence,** kitemipted Cadmus, in 
an angiy voice, " I desire you will oc- 
clude youf igii(»:ance in your own bo- 
gom, and not Interrupt me mth your 
antiphrases.*' ^ 

. Frudenoe was awed to {«resent m^ 
lence, and her husband resuming the 
thread of his diseourse, proceeded to de- 
scnbe the vast strength of Hercules, and 
to reeount his wonderful e:ltploits> wh^i 
the iiarrative was again severed by his 
spouse. 

" Why suir it's t' giant 'at's buried 
r Peerith churchyard thou's talking 
about," Said slie. 

** Vituperable idiot ! buried in Pen- 
lith churöhyard !" roared Cadmus, in a 
tone of ironical passion. 

la pf ocess of time, the horns being almost |;rown over 
^7 tlie growth of the tree, another pair were put up in 
their place. Tbis story, though generally received as a 
fact, is very improbable, the length of the course almost 
exceeding credibiHty. 

VOL. I. P "I suir 



*' I stiir 18 he, an' bis fhöötn* ßtaftds 
np there to this day," retümed' she. 

The risibiBty of CT08thwaite TK>w gdt 
the better of hi» ainget, and ähnost ooiw 
vulsed with «laughter, he exdaimed^ 
■'^ And 80 you reaBy believe that the ob- 
Ject yoa mention h actnally the tfarmadb 
of 8 man in a' State öf lapidesoenee f 

Prudence, bighly provöked by Ttm 
jftnj^tä-, sharply replied — ** I know not 
whflCt you mean by yoi»- lap sens^ or Jap 
nonsense, Cadmus. Yt>u tfaink your* 
seif wiser thäri uddisr folks because you 
tsan spddeF seck hard words ; büt ifs nae 
•seck iincommon thing for a bbdy to be 
tnmed to stean. Is not there Long 
Meg an^ her dowtcrs at SalkeldJ^ iPs 
weel known they 1«^ere tvitches.** 

^ Ha! ha! hal" voqiferated Cros- 
thwaite ;' " thou art a witch howeyer.** 

^* Nae; Cadmus» I defy t' world to say 

se - 

* A monumental pillar in Penrith chiirchjpai)^ ¥01* 
pitly calläd the Giaot*» Thumb. 



ae^** Tetorted she, in a tone of deep re- 
sentmeBt 

** Ah Prud^ice ! PrucJesnöe?* said her 
spou», wkh a^^eer (^oontempt ; ^ what 
with yout witehes, your giante, and yot»< 
&iäes» you have supematUTal 4beinga 
eiiöugh to people a planet. And so you 
really beMeve that the noble monument 
tif anfiqidty aet Salkdd -^ 

** Whae Said your atmt Kitty was a 
imtch ?" interrupted she, with a look of 
«com^ ^ " You may flyre an' laugh," she 
added^ with increased asperity, ** but 
youi* aunt lötty 's seen falries pienty. 
Didn't she say she heared them clap 
their elaise i' t' hüls at Aädston ? , didrft 
my mudder see them dance on t' green ?^ 
you've Seen the faires glass* at Edenha^ 
jDiu^elf. ■ 

** Sud this glass owlher break or la', 
Fareweil t' liick of EdenhaV 

f2 Cyrus 

* Theie is at Edenbatl in .Cumberland a curiouä csp 

or chalicci which is preserved with iho gcefitest care. 

. , Aecording 
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Cyrus, not less interested in theUo- 
graphy of the fairies than he had beeR 
in that of Hercules, now quitted the 
side of Crosthwaite and stationed him- 
self by that of Tiis wife, listeimig wifii 
profoimd attention to the aecounts ivldch 
she gave of numberless children tukiong 
been, to her kn&tdedge^ stehen by . 
mies. 

Gadmus listened also, mid whai atit^ * 
had closed 'her narrative, or rather ex- 
hausted herseif, Ayly inquired— ** Whe^ 
ther tliey ever stole wives ?** 
• '* Nae, I never heared of seck a thing,* 
she replied. 

'* That is a pity/' he rejoined, with a 

• 

gnn, 

Aerording to tradrtion, a servant of the family turprised 
a party of fairies who were regaliug tbemselvef oeor a 
well, on the margin of wlijch stood this glass. He pe»- 
sessed himself of the prize, which its pigmy ownera made 
every possiblc cfTurt to recovcr; but fiuding they c;oiil4 
BOt accomplieh iheiw purpose, they flew away exclaimiiig-* 

** Should that glasi either break orfaitf 

FMrcwcll tfte luck of Edenhali:* 
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griny ^*as I should, then have a chance 
of being rekased from your inconsenta-^ 
oeous fabulo^ity."' 

Fradenee pouted^ and Cadmiis againr 
leverting to the mention of the druidical 
monument vülgarly calied Long Meg, 
prooeeded to explain to Cyrus the proba^ 
ble origin o£ that appellation, which he 
Said the leamed m general agi'eed in 
deriving from Magi, the chief Druid ha- 
iring been so termed. 

To this. important ihförmation hii^ 
Auditors listened with profound reve- 
renoe, and Prudence, after the reflection* 
of a moment, exdahned with vivacity— ^ 
.*• Cadmus, if they caw'd t' fürst priest 
Magi, Tse Warrant that's t' reason they 
caw V fürst bird for talking MagpieJ* 

"^You are certamiy rights my deär^* 
leplied Crosthwaite, his countenance 
brighteniDg to an expression of the ^^U^-^ 
est approbation; '' that is, indeed/ an 
knportant etymological hint — Come;^ 
prepare me a poached egg for supper.'' 

F a Thur 
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Thus the conTersatkm ended tot tue 

present, though it must by nö means h& 

supposed that it passed as rapidly as it 

is here related ; this is but a * spedmen 

of the manner in which the domestic 

education of Cyrus wa« condueted. M an j 

^ere the similar dialogues which pässed^ 

and many the similar misfakes into 

which Mrs. Pmdence feil. When they 

talked of llomulus «and Kemus, she insist- 

ed. that they meant Valentine and Orson ; 

mount Helicon she ihvariably supposed 

to be the high mountain of Helvellyri^ 

and affirmed that the Cretan labyiinth 

was Rosamond's bower; for sTie was well 

acquaihted with the history of that ill- 

starred beaiity, who was one of the fsu 

mily of ClifFord, the ancient and illustri- 

ous proprietors of Broughatn Castle. 

These whimsical blünders of the well- 
intentioned Prudence sometimes divert- 
ed, but oftener provoked hw husband. 
With Cyrus it was far difFerent ; to him 
the marvellous accounts she gave of the 

giaiit 
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gmnt whpr once inhabited the caves on 
the banks of the Eainont, and of the 
£sdrie$ who haunted the mountain glade^, 
were too interesting to exdte risibility, 
tocr deüghtful to be alloyed with any 
mixiure of contempt or disapprobation*< 
Her tales of wonder obtained his firm, 
Hnqualified belief; and though, as he ad- 
Tanced in life, that belieTgradually faded 
and died away, yec the ] omantic enthu- 
fiiasm of mind, the wild eocentricity of 
tfaought» whieh early habit and powerfuV 
associations had nurtured and establisfi- 
fid, becatne closely interwoven with his. 
dharacter, " grew with his growth, and 
strength^ied wdth his strength." 

Educated in retirement, a stranger ih^ 
agreat degree to the modes and customs 
rf that extended drde of coalesced be- 
ingg which is emphatically styled the 
lynrld, and of course whoUy unsophisti^ 
cated by its Hollow maxims and artifidal 
manners, Cyrus Dacre, at the age of 
eighteen, was^ in the truest and purest 

K 4 sense 
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sense of the term, the pupil of Natuiie. 
Reared from his birth in a ooiintry 
where slie reigned in awful sublimity; 
and seduded from that intercouirse with 
Society wiiich too frequently blasts and 
corrodes the finer susceptibilities of 
the soul, every change of weather and 
of season had unspeakable charms fbr 
him. Ever aecustomed to long ram* 
bles, the face of the country fbr inany 
xniles round Brougham was &miliar to 
him, and numberless were the soenes it 
affbrded which were twined round hia 
heart by deeply-interesting assodations» 
The vivid blossoms of springe and the 
mellow tints of autumn, never failedto 

r 

instil delight into his mhid, and to sooth 
it to a pleasing tranquillity ; but the 
wild storms of winter, fermented in thost 
mountainous regions to keener fury, in. 
spired a sublimer feeling, and in this 
season it was that the soul of Cjmis es:- 
perieiiced an ecstasy, an elevation, which 
a poet only can feel ; then did he peruse 

the 
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ijhe pages of Homer, of Shakespeare, and 
of Milton,. with indescribable enthusi- 
asm, or exertthe bestand liappiest e£- 
ferts of bis own muse. The foirest viv- 
tues of human nature dwelt in his heart ; 
and though that heart was unconnected, 
and eslaeanged fkom.- the endearing ties 
of Belfbtionship,. its vivid afiCeetions. were- 
extended to the whole human race;: 

The parental care and. tendemess he 
bad. expedeneed from ^e Crosthwaites^ 
his sweet and gcateful disposition repaid 
with- the highest esteem and respect. 
He wa« truly sensible of the numerou&: 
•bligations he owed them» not onfy for 
the-shdter and protection:, theh- roof had' 
affinded him^: but fbr the many valuable* 
lesscms he had recelved from their Hps — 
yes, leC it be dearly understood. that 
Prudenoe had been to her youtl^uL 
Charge an able and a. worthy instruc- 
tress. She had ihculcated,. in simple lau- 
gUBge indeed,. but enforced by the best 
m£ all. hinnan. authorities-'-*a pure and 

E 5 upright: 
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nprigbt example, the great leading priiv^ 
ciples of moial rectitude ; and she had^ 
moreovter, deeply embued his mind with 
that däicate sense öf pröpriety, and" iit 
nate love of ^ order, • whidi avä^ the sus^ 
pillars on which the fabric of true taste 
cver rests. These may, perhaps» by m^ 
perficial observers, be deemed öntyse- 
condary virtues, arid the warit <tf ' thera^ 
in the characteris of thoi^e with whonL 
fate has linked us in our passage thiüug& 
Kfe, be thought a matter of small impoi^ 
tance, prövided those chstthctetn äre fifee 
from criminal turpitude ; biit sui^h wiS' 
not be thfef judgmient 6f the stüäent of 
human nature; he k aware that filagrani 
enormities produce the great exploskm 
which agitate civil «odety, bat that the 
conpding isüream which saps and nnde^ 
mines doniestid happiness has its tiöfuic^ 
in uncultivated cmd unharmomz^Jhd^ 
ings. ' ' 

Let it nothowever be understood that 
Cyrus was fönltless. The unbouaded 

tendemess 
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tendeniess and indülgence in^ which he * 
bad been reared» had somuch habituated 
him to find himself an objeet of love and 
regard, that he could not support^ with 
composure, the smallest sbadow a£ slight 
cnr neglect in- those whom he esteemed 
Hence somedegree of jealousy and sus- 
picion seemed to be inherent qualities • 
of . bis mindU^ though in fact they were - 
onlj the inctdental resiilt of bis seduded 
education. Addedto this, bis circum-- 
aiciibed aoquaintance with the world^ and 
wiih the intricacies and ooofiplexities of * 
human > affains, kd him sometimes ta^ 
draw condusiöns too hastily, to jndge: 
and dedde withont . propei^ deliberation^ 
and to acttoo much &om the Impulse 
of the moment These were th^ errom 
of his otherwise candid and ingemious • 
mind, and ii temained for fiiture eircum- 
stances ta- give a colonring tö his cha— 
racter, to ^ther eradicate those banefiü.. 
plants». and sow in.their room the seed»-^ 
af genuine benevolence and philan*- 

K. d thropy. 



thropy, or to root them more deeply in 
the soll where they grew, until t^eir pos- 
sessor degcnerated inta a dedded mU 
saiithrope. 

In person, Cyrus was tall and finely* 
proportioned ; his features^ Mrs. Gros* 
thwaite thought, nearly resembled thoee 
of the sick» but handsome stianger, who 
had once visited Brougham Castle ; but 
the oomplexion and hai? of Cynia were 
both a shade lighter than those of that 
gentleman, and his countenanoe, anima» 
ted by the sunshine of cheeifuhiesa and 
the bloom of health, wore an expressiony 
which, if it had ever belonged to that 
of his supposed relatire» was, at the time 
Prudence saw him, completely obscured 
by anxiety and illness. 



CHAP. 



BBOTJGHAM CASTLE; 109^ 



CHAPTER Vr. 



Such was. Cyrus Dacre at the age of 
eighteen. Blessed with uninterrupted 
health» and a stranger to sorrow, he had 
not hitherto looked beyond the present 
houF ; his soul was untainted by ambi- 
tion ; no seeds. ö( avarice nor self-inte^ 
rest larked m his heart; he knew only 
the wants of simple nature ; fw those a 
Httle suffioed, and that little he possess- 
ed. He had never legretted his unoon^ 
nected state, because the aSBscüoa of the 
couple with whom he resided^ and the 
kindness of the friends who surrounded' 
kirn» had prevented him &om feeling it 
His übstruse studies^ and mountain 
rambles were shared with Ardiur Brisco; 
hisdelightful woodwalkSy and the channs 

of 
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of music and poetry, with Idonea Roke- 
by ; and on the future he had never yet 
bestowed a thought. The first seriousF 
ideas conceming the line of life he should 
embraee were suggested by the Informa- 
tion he reeeived fixwn bis friend Arthur^ 
that bis father intended sending bim to 
study divinity at one of the Scöttislti 
universities. 

Cynis^ did not envy bim Ae prospecf 
o( a settled plan of hfe, and of oontent-- 
ment ajid ihdependence, which wouldi^ 
thus be opened to hinr — ^his heart wbs- 
mcapable of so base a feeling ; but it. 
awakaied bis mind to the contemplatioii' 
of his own isolated Situation. — ** I ^Iko^' 
Said he mentally, •* wouW wish to dedi- 
cate my days to the Service of religkm t 
tbeolögical studies are pecuKarly those- 
for whifeh the powers of my nndenrtfflnd- 
ing are fitted, and with joy should I em^ - 
brace the sacred professiön; dBut I, 
and he mghed as the ehilHng idea passed 
through his mind, '^ I hsve na &ther to 

assist. 



w» 
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assist my wish, no tender parent to di« 
rect me in the path I shall choose. My 
mother, my afiectionate mother, the idea 
€f her tenderness and goodness mingles 
with my earliest recollections ; but why 
is it that such a. veil of ambiguity js 
throwa over the history of my father ? 
The few inquiries on the subject whieh 
hitherto I have ventured tQ make of Mr. 
Crosthwaite have always been evaded ; 
but surely I have now- attained an age 
when it is requisite that I should her 
made acquainted with all tiilat concem» 
myself» with my birth, my fi»tune,. and 
iny connexions ; perhapsiriy kihdfiiend 
would not now withhold the communica* 
tion; ataffeventslamdeterminedtotry; 
perhaps also he will sanctiön my wish 
of aeeompaiFjdng Arthur to Glasgow — 
To Glasgow r continued he,wh3te a vi- 
Tid crimsoa manüed on his blocaniiig 
cheek, ai^d his brilliant eye hurried over 
the landscape whieh surrounded him^; 
*^ and caB I Üieü wisk to quit the peaee- 

fiil 
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ful sedusion of Brougliam» the belaveJ 
shades of Whinfield Park ?*• 

He sighed, he suspended Üie solilo- 
quy, but his heart, true to love and na- 
ture,, completed the sentence— " Caiirl 
quit Idonea Rokeby ?'' 

Cyrus and the loTeJy Idonea^ succa^ 
tomed from infancy to assodate witb 
each other^ to receive together instrne- 
tions from Mr. and Mrs. Rokeby, to^ 
share the same pleasuresy and to partici. 
pate in the same trivial sorrows» oould 
not recal to remembrance the moment 
when first they feit that *^ eacfa was to 
«adi a dearer seif;" but at the period xtavr 
under oonsideiration'they were perfectly 
aware that such afeeling existed in their 
heartsk The image of eadi was ever pre* 
sent to the mind of the othee ; it pie-- 
sented itself with the first dawn of day, 
üngered to the last dose of their waking^ 
thougbts, and was ever the most promi- 
nent object in their dreams. The pre- 
sence of Miss Rokeby was to Dacre joy 

and 
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and happiness; the absence of Cyrus 
was to Idonea gloom and grief ; and a 
glance from the eyes of Dacre drew the 
vivid crimson to the cheek of Miss 
Rokeby, while a smile on her rosy lips 
thrilled tlirough every nerve of her ad- 
miring lover. 

Nor were these syipptoms of mutual 
tendemess much longer known to them- 
sel ves than to each other. Dacre, in his 
moming walks and evening rambles, rar 
pidly bounded over the extensive park 
of Whinfield, and, while joy vibrated 
in his heart, and hope iUumined his bril* 
liant eyes, bastened to the verge of the 
enclosure on the south-west shore of the 
Eden. Here the name of Cyrus, whis- 
pered by Idonea from the opposite bank 
of Oglebird,* and repeated aloud by the 

enchanting 

* XLcholson and Boni,. wben speaking of Whinfield 
Parky aay-— " A court-leet is held within this forest, by 
tbe style of the court of the manor of Oglebird, but from 
•'b^t original we have not bcen able to discover ; nor 

hathi 
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listened to the tales of other days, to tiie 
martial deeds of the Vetriponts and 
the Clüfords ; and if at any tkne chance 
prevented the aecustomed meetings oir 
the banks of the Eden, Cyrus and Ido^ 
, nea foimd a sure place of Rendezvous at^ 
Julian's bower. 

Such was the situati(Hi ef afiairs» wbenr 
ES has* abeady been said, Mr. Brisco de^ 
dded to- send his son Arthur- te study 
at Glasgow — a eux^umsfiEince which^ by 
awakemng m his friend Cyms an' atteor 
tion to his own Situation^ indueed him 
to examine that Situation, and the fed- 
ings of his heart,. more dosely than he 
had ever done before, and the result war- 
a belief that his oniy chanee of earthly 
happiness coni^isted in being peranitted .tp 
embrace the retirement which the profes- 
sion of divinity would aöbrd ; and in being, 
blessed with the band of Idonea Rokeby, 
he feit that both these sources of felicity 
were in the gift of others. From Cros- 
Hiwaite, his nominal parent» he must ob- . 

taio» 
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lain leave to devote himself to the study 
of theology, and Mr. Rokeby alone could 
bestow on him bis lovely daugbter. 

Biit how sboold he aspire to be the hus- 
band of Idonea while involved in obscu- 
rity, ignbrant of bis family, alone and un- 
«>nneeted in the world ? 

With a mind charged with these re- 
flections, he went to aecompany Miss 
Rokeby in her evening-^w^k in Whin- 
field Park, Accus*amed to transläte 
every tum of bis intelligent countenance, 
she quickly tibserved its pensive expres- 
mon^ and «olicited bim to explain the 
cause. They never eoncealed a thought 
fit>in eaeh other, nor in the present in- 
stance was it bis wish to do so« He led 
her to a rustie seat, which- himself had 
asdsted Burfoeck to rear beneath a spread- 
uigbeech, and Uiere, in the impassioned 
and energetic language of a lover, ex- 
plidned to her the feelings, the wishes, 
the hopeSf and the fears of bis heart. — 
*• Could I,** he oontinued, whüe he 

elasped 
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isurprised tliät you should deem it Strange 
in me, and inconsentaneous with llie 
supereminent regard I have ever mani- 
fested for you, to occlude from you dr- 
cumstances which so nearly conoem 
you ; but if it liad been in my power to 
dilucidate those circumstances, I would 
doubtless liave taken an opportunity, 
witliout comperendinatioÄ, to embue 
you with the indoctrination ; . but what- 
ever noliüon I may feel to Mdthhold 
from you such indoctrination, I am oom- 
pelled to conglutinate to sudi a mode 
of conduct, as I whilom gave your fa- 
ther a solemn and indestructible pro- 
mise never to disclose to you the small- 
est particle or circumstance relating to 
your birth, family, or connexions. As 
I cannot aberrate from that proimse 
wiäiout bdng guilty of the most culpa- 
blc turpitude, I must, as I said before, 
conglutinate to it ; and as you are too 
well acquainted with my firmness and 
decision to suppose I vnül ever landnate 

such 
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such a {mnnise, and will do me the jus« 
tice to believe that l am not actuated 
ty any vituperable or questuary motives, 
butpurely by a sense of rectitude, I ooun- 
sel, Charge, exhort, and command you. 
Äever to mention the subject more." 

Having conduded this speech, he ah- 
ruptly quitted the study, as if unwilling 
to behold the disappointment of his 
ward, whom he left overwhelmed with 
«urprise and dismay. 

Cyrus, sangume in hope, had scarcely 
permitted himself to dwell on the possi- 
bility that Crosfthwaite would refiise to 
satisfy his inquiries; but now that he 
had not csnly given such a refusal in po- 
dtive terms, but assi^ed as a reason a 
tN>lemn promise made to his father, he 
feit a crowd of feelings and sensations 
risifig in bis breast, more painful than 
any whieh had hitfaerto inhabited it 
His fate indeed seemed peculiarly cruel, 
fbr agonizing to a heart of sensibility 
X¥BS the eonviction that Xhe parent to 

VOL. I. G whom 
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wliom it owed existonce had himsdf 
severed the bonds of nature^ and. dis- 
solved for ever the tie which bound 
his hapless offspring to his family and 
connexions. In vain lie Jiarassed his 
mind to discover a probable reason fcff 
this unfeelki^, this imnatural oonduct 
He eould form many suppositions whu& 
wore tlie appearanee «f probability, but 
he was -so totally in the dark as to every 
circumstance respecting himsel^ that he 
only wandered in a trackless wild of con- 
jectures, without being afale to find any 
resting-place which wore even tbe sbor 
dow of certainty, 

With an oppressed heart he retired 
to his pillow, from which, fbr the firat 
time in his life, care and anxiety had ba» 
nished repose« The cruel oomaiand of 
his unknown parent shook 2)im in hor- 
ror from his broken slumbers, and dudii* 
led his mind to a «ul^ect which was to 
him no less interesting than distressing; 

When he rose in the maraing» he 

made 
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tnade it his first care to seek a private 
intefview with Prudence, in the faint 
hope that it might be in her power \» 
uSotd him some information re^ecting 
hi3 origin. It was, indeed» a very faint 
hope, fot his perfect knowledge of her 
character induced him to beüeve, that 
had such a secret been in her possession, 
he miist long since have been made ac- 
quainted with it, as her bosom could no 
jnore have oontakied it than a sin^e 
apartment could eontidn an atmy. 

The lapse of years had not obliterated 
from the memory of F^dence any cir- 
€umstaRCe conceming the ^tianger who 
<mce visited Brougliam Castle, and who 
ske eoi^ectured to be the father of Cy- 
rus. The ccmcealment, and other peeu^ 
liar circumstances ,which envdoped this 
stranger, had strongly excited her curio- 
sity; and during the lof^ intarval of 
time which had since ^apsed, tibe sub- 
ject had never recurred to her mind un- 
aooompanied by n Sensation ik painful 

G t regret 
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regret that such ciiriosity still remamed 
iMigratified. When, th^efori?, Cyrus, 
•ivitli his acciistomed candour, related te 
her the conversation which had passed 
between her huisband and himself the 
preceding evenifig, «he seized the oppor- 
tunity of exercising her lungs on the 
subject ; and taking up tlie story atühe 
period of Cyrus's intooduction into her 
femily, she related every subsequent 
event in which he was in any shape coJi- 
cerned; on the singular circumstances 
which marked the visit of his supposed 
father, she expatiatod so particularly» 
that she did not even orait to confess 
that curiosity canried her to listen at the 
study-door, and of coiirse she narrated 
her fall down stairs, and the chain of dis* 
astefts conseqnent thoreon. 

Cyrus listened with the deepest de- 
gi'ee of attention to her Communications; 
but so far were they from fixing bis 
ideas, or directing them to any rule of 
rertainty, that they only served to lead 

hixn 
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Hm into a fi-esh maze of conjectures;. 
That the person now described by Pni-^ 
dence was indeed his father, seemed 
iiighly probable; bat wbo that &thar 
was, whetber" he were still m existence,- 
and why he had, witfi sucli unnatural^ 
barbarity, disowned his child, and anni-^ 
hilated evety' relative tie wMch bound 
him to his fellow-beings, were circum* 
ftances shrouded in^unfatiEiomable öbscu^ 
rity. In Tain he examined the watch 
Which Mrs. Crosthwaite ^told him was 
given him by his suppo^ed parent ; np 
name which could fumish any hint or 
elue to inquiry was to be fbund ott'^ 
either it or any of its appendages. He 
Bad, it is true, been accustomed to hear* 
lumgeif addressed by the name of Dacre,« 
and had been taugKt to subjoin that 
name tb his baptismal one of Cyrus; but 
Pradence assured him that to none of 
the Daere family, in whose service Cad- 
mus had formerly been, could he possi— 
Uy owe his e^istence ; and indeed it 

ß 3^ seemed 



126 broüghAm cästIu»; 

seemed very unlikely that the person of 
whom tliey had just been discourang, 
who appeared to hold him in. such hör- 
TOT that he refused to see him, whcr 
mentioned him by the frigid appellattoiif 
of an unforttinate being, and who had 
certainly enjoined Crosthwaite to evep- 
lasting silence on every subject coh* 
nected with his family, should permif 
him to retain any name to which he had 
a right, any by which the world could 
possibly recognise hini. 

Cruel, unfeeling parent, who had thua 
tlirownfrom him his unoffending child * 
what dreadful crime could he have com- 
mitted which was thus visited on his 
hapless offspring ? Prudence and Cynw 
exhausted every probable conjecture oU* 
the subject ; but after wearjiiHg and be^ 
wildering themselves, they w6re. as üat 
as ever from certainty. 

Cyrus next w^ondered whether his &• 
ther still lived, but on this subject also 
he was doomed to wonder in vain, 

thougli 
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thoQgh Mrs. Crosthwaite oould scaroely 
admit the possilnlity of hls existeiice; 
fax the ill state of health ia^ which he 
appeared at the time she saw hitn^ whick 
was DOW upwards of thirtßen years sinoe; 
aeemed to predude all süpposition dmi 
he still survived- Cyrus might mdeedf 
have made the inquuy of Crosthwaite^ 
•Ihough eertainly with little chance of 
having it answered in a satis&ctorf 
manner ; but he was so much dispirited 
l^ the pahifiil nature of the conversätion 
whidi had passed the preceding evening, 
.tfaat he had not courage to £^ain enter 
€11 any topic connected with the sabject» 
Bot even to express the wish he had 
feraied of accompanying his friend to 
iiie univessity, and,, least of all, did he 
feel dispos^, at the existingr juncture, 
tx> hint the hopes and the wiahes^ he 
entertained respecting Idcmea Kokeby. 

After breakfast he repaired with a 
beavy heast to the rectory, where he 
was generally accustomed to devote an 

G 4 hout 
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hoür or two of the moming to study 
with Mr. Dalston. The acute obsenra- 
tion of that gendeman pereeived the 
doud of melaneholy which lowered oo 
.the brow of his young fiiend, andhis 
'Boficitous inquiries soon drew firom hia 
ingenuous bosom every particular con- 
cerning its^cause. 

Mr. Dalston did not feel ibuc)i sujv 
prised by the Communications of hia 
young friend; fbr whenever he h^ take» 
the liberty» which his intimacy with 
Crosthwaite warranted, of hinting an in- 
quiry conceming the origin of Cyrus» 
the manner in which his questions were 
evaded gave him to imderstand diat 
the matter was, and probably wouM ever 
be, a profound secret. It will not Ipe 
thought that he deviated from chaiity 
in supposing that the cause of this se* 
crecy originated in some criminal, er at 
least censurable action, committed by 
one or both of the parents of Cyrus; it 
was a supposition which almost every 

one 
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one wotJd have formed on the subject,* 
and which itwas not difficult to per- 
ceiVe Gyrus^ hiinself now harboured* 
He saw that His reverend friend har- 
boured it also, but itwas a topic whiclv 
every principle of feelii||^ and of filiat 
tendemess forbade them to discuss. 

Not so tlie wish which Daore express- 
ed of takihg holy orderiy; tliat wish met' 
the dedded and* unequivöcal approba* 
tion of Mr. Dalston; who now advised* 
him to lose no time in mentioning it to- 
Grosthwaite^ as he alone eould ascertain 
whether the pecuniary eireumstances in» 
•which- his ward was placed were such as 
wouid enable him^to cairy. his wish int^^* 
execution. 

Gyrus took his advice, and wlien Ke 
next had an oj^rtunity of being alone 
witli Crosthwaite, canie to the point at 
once, by asking his permission tö com- 
jnence his studies.. at. Glasgow at. the 
same tirne* with Arthur Brisco. 

Gadmus heard him without interrup- 

Q 5 tiön, 
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tion, ardwhen heceased speaking, drevV- 
his visage to a more extended length, 
roUed bis large eyes, and paused. 

Cyrus thought the pause prophetic, 
and feit his spirits sink. The porten- 
toiis silence coätinued for a quarter of äii 
hour, and then, with all the solemnity 
of the Oracles of Delphos or Dodona, 
the eventful sentence was pronouneed 
in the foUowing words : — " Cyrus, I had 
no proleptical conception of your motive 
for sevocating me hither this eveniiig, 
though it required no great degree of 
metoposcopal knowledge to pereeive thatt 
it was one which interested you highly'; 
and it is therefore with much nolition I 
give you the indoctrination, that the s^ 
cond solemn and indestruetible comnnand 
given by your father is, that you nevei* 
shall, upon any aecount whatever, b^ 
ördäined a minister bf the church of 
England. You perhaps think all these 
Orders of your father very unpröficuoiu^ 
and opaqüely • incomprehensible» but 

your 
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your oogitations on this subject are of 
nö avail ; I have solemnly promised to 
see them complkd* with, and? my pro* 
mise is indestructible ; hissi^ders cannot 
be tergiversated, and I have^^therefore to 
cxhort andcmnmand you toigive up att 
tiiioughts of going to Glasgow, and to 
remain quietly at Broughanntv The pro- 
perty which I hold in trust for you is suf- 
fident för all your wants in retirement ;: 
a cdrcumforaneous Ike you. must iiot 
lead. Let U9 then have no* devariation'^ 
en the subject, but submit with a good 
graoe to what you cahnot remedy. l^o- 
w^ however, adopt the postuiatum that 
I have now diluddated all the com- 
mands of your father; they are more 
mnnigenoüs tiian you suppose, andUt is 
of material consequence that you should' 
not talce any momentous step i» life 
wiliiaut my ce^isanee and concurrence^: 
lest you should unwittingly eommit the ' 
vefy actimid^ againsf which it is.my sa- 
cred though afflicti^e duly to* guard. 

g6 you; 
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you; there yet remains an injum^cjnof 
particular importance, but it is not at 
present necessary to embue you with 
it ; when I see occasion I sliall do it." 

Alas ! unhappy Cyrus ! thus were hi« 
eherished visions blasted at once ! thus 
was the foundation on which he had 
built his best hopes of earthly felidty 
sapped for ever ! he müst resign the in- 
tention of taking Orders, and with it tlie 
hope of enjoying the peaceful serenity 
and tranquil leisure which the elerical 
function affords to its professors ; but he 
knew by experience, that from the impos- 
ing commands of his mystie parent, pro* 
mulgated by his oracIe Crosthwaite^ 
there was no appeal. 

At the age of eighteei) the human 
heart is too buoyant, too much und^ 
the influenee of hope, to be long tiiie 
victim of chagrin and disappomtmaat 
Cyrus became submissive^ though oot; 
reoondled to unayoidahle necessity ; Ar- 
thur Brisco departed for Scotiaod ; and 

Idonea^ 
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Idonea, left to the sole enjoyment of her 
lover's Society, could not prevail on her- 
sdf to feel much regret that Crosthwaite, 
or rather the unknpwn parent of Cynis, 
had interdicted the study of divinity. 

One mommg m August, as the &- 
mily at Brougham were taking break- 
&9t, the trampling of horses, and a loud 
knoeking at the Castle gate, announced 
the arrival of strangers. Cadmus, ae- 
oompamed by Cyrus, went to the gate, 
where tfaey found two genüemen, ha« 
hited for grouse-shoothig ; and early as 
the mommg was, they were so com- 
pletely covered with dust, that it was 
evident sudi had been their employ- 
ment for some hours. Crosthwaite in- 
stantly addressed the younger cf the 
two by the name of Sibbald, which was 
that of his kmdlord, and Cyrus know- 
ing that genüeman to have a son, was 
dt HO k)S8 to guess that he now beheld 
him. 

. Mr. Sibbald introduced bis compa- 

nion 
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he was several times in Company witH 
her during his stay at the Castle, and 
paid her much attention ; yet he seemed 
anxious to have it undewtood that it 
was the attention of esteem and friend- 
ship, not of admiration or of love ; in- 
dieed that species of admiration connected 
with passiön, and having Idonea Roke-^ 
by for its object, would have ill assorted 
with Dunning's age, which evidently 
exceeded that of her fäther. 

But if Dtinning shunned the eider 
Rokebys, and beheld the fair Idonea 
without being enraptured and'enamour- 
ed, it was far otherwise with his juvenile 
companion, Sibbald ; he either wa^ 
or chose to appear, most violently in 
love, visited Temple-Sowerby much 
oftener thän his Company was derired 
by any one there, and persecuted Ido- 
nea with copies of verses, and profe»- 
sions of admiration and adoration, all of 
which she firmly and uniformly rejected 
Well could her acute and penetrating 

mind. 
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^mind, yet unwarped and uncontami- 
nated by jealousy or sgnspicion, distin- 
guish betw^een truth and falsehood^ 
reality and ficti<»i; ner did it require 
eyen the leilection of a moment to con- 
vince her that the genume merits of Cy- 
rus Dacre were as much superior to the 
▼amished manners of Sibbald, as is the 
diamond of the East to the shining bau- 
ble of glass; and armed with this convic- 
tioiif her heart shrunk with disgust and 
horror from the profFered regards of the 
latter, and ching with augmented ten- 
demess to the object of its foithful affec- 
tions. 

To Cyrus the sodety of these stran- 
gers was most irksome and disgusting ; 
they believed, or afiected to Idieve, him, 
the ill^timate son of Crosthwaite, and 

• as such, txeated him as an object wholly 
beneath their notice. But whatever 
honour they might imagine that notice 
conferred or withheld, certain it is, that 
Cyrus would have thought it the next 

disagreeable 
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disagreeaUe tihing to their presence^ eS 
^hich he became every day more and 
more weary« There was sl: firoßigat» 
Uoentiousness in the mannen of Dun. 
ning» and an envious matigmty m ihoM 
of his oompanion, which iliade the pure 
and well-regulated mind ef Dacre re- 
Goil with diigust froni/:aU. intenchange 
of sentiments with them ; hut when the 
Penetration of a lover diaeovered .what.a 
regard for the peaee of Cyrus indyoed 
Idonea to conce^ the passion of l^bbald» 
he feit the torments of jealousy added. 
to contempt and dislike, and scaitia 
could his respect for Crosth waite prevent 
him from Coming to an open rupture 
with Sibbald — ^an event which it wai 
easy to foresee must happen, should they 
reraain much longer under the samt 
roof together. 

After staying upwards of three weeka 
at Brougham, Dunning took leave, al^ 
leging that particular buainesa required 
his presence at Whitehaven^ and pro- 

ipising 
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inising to retum when it ediould be dis- 
patched. Sibbald did not offer to quit 
hm quarterg; but |p the beginning of 
September^ Idonea and Cyrus beheld a 
prospect of being released frovn bis dis- 
agreeable sodety. 

Lyiüph Brisoo, ailer an absence of 
ihirteen years, was oome home to pass a 
few months with bis parents, bis healtb 
being in mther a d^licate state, in con- 
sequenoe of a wound he had recently 
reoeived, from which, however, he was 
io far recovered, that quiet and change 
of air were alone judged requisite to ef- 
fect bis perfect restoration. Arthur 
was Coming from Glasgow to give bis 
brother the meeting, and Dacre and Miss 
Rokeby were invited to join the happy 
party assembled at Watermillock. They 
aecepted the invitation with the sincerest 
pleasure, fbr every circumstance appa- 
rently conspired to render this little ex- 
cursion delightful. The most refined 
social happiness might be expected be- 

Qeath 
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neath the roof of Mr. Brisco ; there af 
least Sibbald oould not enter to distuxb 
their repose, and th^ season of autuaii» 
h that in which the beautiful shades of 
Ullswater wear theif most attractive 
form. An early day in the ensuini^ 
week was fixed on for theür departure ;. 
Mr. Rokeby was to aecompany tbem to 
Watermillock, and retuin the ^ext day^ 
and all was joy and gaiety in the pen^ 
q^ective; 



CHAPTER Vir. 



^#V*»#^>#<»^^l^^>#>»#^#'#<f 



Three days before that appointed for 
the joumey to Watennillock, Burbeck, 
the gamekeeper at Whinfield Park, 
proposed that a doe should be hunted-^ 
a speciesof amusement peculiarly adapted 
to the taste of the inhabitants of T^mple- 
Sowerby and its neighbourhood, few of' 

whonL 
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Tvliom ever failed to attend on such oc- 
casions. Mr. Rokeby, who was exceed- 
ihgly fond of the chase, had early ac- 
iaistomed his daughter to join in it, 
which she did with spirit and pleasure, 
and managed faercourser with grace and 
tigility. 

Idonea was b simple conntry-girl of 
"ihe seventeenth Century ; her wild, un- 
tutored spirit, active and lively as the 
pierdng air of her native mountains, 
«hrunk not from the fatigues or the dan- 
gers of her father's favourite sport ; if^ 
however, she must be accused of " un- 
comely courage, unbeseeming skill," and 
if the fair equestrians of the present 
day are net found a party sufficient to 
protect h«*, she must plead guilty to the 
Charge, and have done with it ; for it is 
the province of the biographer to relate 
iacts, not to apologize for or extenuate 
them. 

The bright sun of an early autumnal 
mcNrning illumined. the blue vault of 

heaven, 
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heaven, when the hunten assembled in 
Whinfield Park. Mr. Rokeby wm 
mcHinted on a spirited animal, not lexs 
eager for the diase than his mästen 
By his side was his lovely daughter, 
who, gra<;efuny habited in green, and 
snrrounded by the venerable oaks of the 
Park, might have been sketchcd for Di- 
ana in a grove dedicated to iier worship^ 

Nearher ^as one of the mostaidentcrf' 
her votariesy the fashionable and self-^ap 
proving Mr. Sibbald, whosecomplimentSy 
likethemitresof Sterne, descended ^Hhidc 
as hail." To those conipliments Idonea 
was compelied, at every opportunity, to 
tisten ; for Sibbald was neith^ to be le* 
pulsed by silence, nor awed by reprooC 

Not far from this group was Mk 
Cadmus Crosthwaite, capering and cur«* 
veting on a highly-prancing steed. Cad* 
mus was too much a lover of good living 
to keep an inhospitable stable ; but cer<i 
tainly a less-pampered animal wouM 
have suited his horsemanship better; 

for 
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ior though a oonstantattendant at eveiy 
deer, fox, and hare <dia9e withm t^i 
miles round, he was a 8uperlativdy4)ad 
lider, was never in at the death, had 
imce been thrown kito a ditch, and onoe 
ktto a pond. All these disasters» how- 
ever, did not deter him from attending 
an the present occasicm ; and while Sib- 
bald was entertaining Miss Rokeby in 
tiie manner already described, bis host 
was e^fyisig old Burbedc with a disser- 
tation. OB aH the celebrated hunters of 
antiquity firom Nimrod to Orion. 

Near him stood the graeefid figure of 
Cyrus Dacre, leaning one arm on bis 
horse^ bis expressive eyes bent with so- 
hcitous inquietude on Miss Rokeby and 
Sibbald. Never, on any former excur- 
OlOTU had be been absent firom the side 
of Idonea, but now that valued place 
was filled by another ; yet he feit by no 
mettos disposed to tamely resign it, and 
was advandng to asscrt bis elaim, when 
Idoiiea happened to smile at some Ob- 
servation 
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iservation of her companion. The smile 
Struck like the fitng of an adder on tbe 
faeaät of Cyrus, and infused the deadly 
poison of jealousy into a soll but tod 
susceptible of that fatal passion. . FroM 
that moment the flowery ^f^ieath of love 
became a bitter and galling chain. In 
Proportion to the strength of his passion 
— and a riiore ardent one never animated 
a human bosom — so were the torments 
lie suflfered ; but he formed the instant 
resolution of suffering them in silence. 
In fact, he as yet knew not half their 
strength; the Sensation of wounded pride 
which mingled with his first feelings» 
lie mistook for the dawnings of indiffe* 
rence, and believing that Idonea no lon- 
ger feit for him the preference which $he 
had once acknowledged, he thought he 
should find no difficulty in banishing 
her image from his heart. 

" Shall I dispute her affections with 
that vain, vicious wretch ?" said he men- 
tally ; " no ! if she has withdrawn them 

from 
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from me .to. bestow them on him, they 
^Bce not worth another thought.** 

While tliese ideas crossed his mind, 

Idone^ käppened fest tp observe him ; 

her fine eyes sparkled with augmented 

brilliancy, and while the smile of inno- 

oent pleasure dimpled on her cheek, 

she wa^ved her band to invite bis ap- 

proacb% Love for a mdbient triumphed 

<^er jeäloüsy and resentment, and Da- 

cre was pladng his foot on the stiirup jto 

obey the invitation, .when the blasting 

leoollectioii strudc to bis heart that this 

treaeherous smile had beamed also on Sib* 

bald. The fiendJike tprmentors of his 

bosom returned» and dartuig on the 

astonished Idonea « look replete with 

that haughtiness which ft»:med a strik- 

ing feature of his character when he 

thought himself injured c«: neglected, 

he led his horse to another part of the 

park, and haStily addressed to Mr. Bris- 

ep an inquiry after the health of his son. 

L#yulph, he was told, continued con- 

yoj^ l^ H valesoent. 
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AT^eecent. Cyrus expressed himsefiFbapp^ 
:to >hear it ; but had any one the nexi- 
tnoment addyessed fiie sasne itwpaiky to 
liknself» he oould not» bad even l^is üfe 
depended oi> k, liare vepeate^ Itie aO» 
jswer of Mr. Brisco ; not tbat l)e left uDi^ 
kitereBted in the ßite of tbe gexyäeniai' 
in quetstion — fiir from it; he eamestiff 
wish^ ta cuttivate his öiendship, bot 
h^ mind was in a State littl^ abort af 
temporffly freozy:; bis thpugbt% W€rd|i^' 
^äüd aeti(H»s^ were ^sjo^ted, and Ms 
questions an<) Kplies w€i?e »ereljr sMh 
rhanical:. 

From this süAe ef mental distraeliaB 
he was roused by the cry of the hoinHh^ 
.eager for the ehase, and the mH«c of the 
winfing hom, which woke a; thodsaad 
echoes in the surrounding hilfc ; tiie ft» 
tal Signal was given, and all 

"The sftvage soul nf game wasup at ouce!'' 

• « 

The poor, devoted deer, whom ber soft- 
coated compamons had shumied^ as iTby 

instiiic^ 



Mtinct, firöm the mmnent she was 
oarked för pfursuit» fiew, with tlie fleet- 
ies8 af th^ wiiids, over the levd, green, 
Bid genssy knolls ef t&e park, hurst tfae 
BDgled furze and underwood, and sougbfe 
tlie refuge of the thickest sfaade»^ from 
beneeli^r de^mouüied enemies sooti 
expelled fadr, and, ia coneert wkfa the 
hnnters, now whoUy abdcHrbed, and al« 
OKiat i¥]ld in the iiwsuit, tiraeed her 
meat^ tmtil, fakii and 'exhaiiiri:ed, the 
poor oninnl plimged into the Eden» 
Bftxiut tihffee mife& bd^ Temple^'(¥y 
nrby, and was foUowed by numbets of 
hnfdk her rational and irratiotial tönneti* 
tWEL How sudi of die drainatis perse^ 
fUB ok* äiis book as were ptesent at Üiis 
loenuxrable humting disposed of them- 
sdres after tiie deer took the wat^, it 
«Hl now be ptop^ to relate. 

'blt. Brisco was atali times too ^dent 
hB ihe chase to take mueh x^re of his^ 
tieci:; he dso made it a point to be al* 
iray» in at the death, wd of cxxirsie was 

H 2 the 
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the first, together with old Burbebk, to 
fbllow tlie hounds. 

Exdusive of Miss Rokeby, there was 
only one female present, a kdy of the 
Tieighbourhood, M^ho, being by fkr toa 
keen a sportswoman to give in fröm any 
apprehensions of -danger, forded the ri- 
ver immediately after the genüemen 
just mentioned. Idonea kept close by 
tiie side of her fatlier as long as she 
could, until the speed öf Mr. Rokeby's 
hörse surpassed that on whicfa'she was 
mounted. It Ü^robable he would not 
have suflfered his partiality for the chase 
to have carried him away from her, had 
he not known that she would be noiort 
carefuUy attended by a faithful servant, 
who was an excellent horseman, and ne- 
ver lost sight of his young lady on such 
occasions as the present. But the chase • 
no longer afforded plcai^ure to Idonea ; 
the sun of joy which had risen for hei^ 
in the moming was set in a doud of 
anxiety, like too many of the eVanescent 

pleasures 
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. pleasures of youth. The stern and 
haughty look of Dacre, so unltke those 
melting glances of love and tendernes«^ 
that used. to beam on her from the flne 
eyes of her lover, was never for' a mo- 
ment abseid from her mind. On eveiy 
former pleasurable excursion, Cyrus had 
been her eonstant and assiduous attend- 
ant ; bot now her eye had cnaly encoun- 
tered his form in the first outset, for he 
had far surpassed her in speed. Wearied 
and dejected, therefore, she feit glad 
when the deer plunged into the Eden, 
as her father would not then expeet her 
to oontinue the chase; and caUing to 
Ambrose, desired him to assist her in 
dismounting^ intending to rest awhüe 
on the bank of the river, where a thick- 
ly-woven shade of plane trees, elms, and 
hazel, invited her to repose hör wearied 
firame, and seek to collect her harassed 
spirits. She had. reason to believe that 
the chid^part of the luinters who intend- 

H 3 ed 
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ed to ford the river, were now gone feyv. 
and that here she should be at liberty to 
commune with her own sad thougfatSj^. 
without fear of interruption. Seating 
herseif on the turf, while Ambrose led 
the horses about at a Httle distanee» she 
feil into a train of reflections, the sub- 
ject of which may be easily guessed, and 
whieh, had they been long indulged^ 
would rather have tended to augment 
the dejection of her spirifas than to dis- 
pel it ; but she had not occupied her seat 
above three- munutes^ when her n^exie' 
was broken by the approaching sound 
of hoofs, and lookihg up, to her equal 
surprise and dismay, she beheld Sibbald» 
who, having no inelinatiön for a cold- 
bat)), cheeked bis horse on the brink of 
the river,. and in tlie very same moment 
discovering Miss Rokeby, sprang frem 
bis saddle, and threw hiinself at her feet 
The surprise was so sudden, and the 
action so .ridiculous, and to lier so disa^ 

greeable^ 
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gfeeafele, tfaat slie cöuld not immediately 
collect her ideas jsiiffieiently ta express^^ 
her displeasure. 

Sü^bald, eitlier really mistaking her 
nlenee fi»* tadt encoüragement, oi* ehoos-- 
mg to cmistrue it to his own advaiitage^ 
soon quitted the posture he had chosen^ 
and seating himself beside her on the 
turf, exdaimed with a theatrical air and* 
accenfc— "~ Why, fair Diana^ goddess of 
tiiese silvan shades, why have you left- 
your votariejy to wander in the cliase 
wühottt your presence to guide them ? 
haye their sins, their faults, and their 
^olUes, provoked you to abandon thein^?^ 
or have you chosen this cool and shady 
grcfve, in which to sit enshrined, and re- 
ceive the adoration of your worshippers ? 
If so, fiiir goddes», accept of mine !" and 
be again<^ beut his knee befbre her, while 
Idonea» vesed *^nd distressed by his 
^regious foMy,. attempted every mo-- 
ment to intarupt this rhapsody of non-^- 
«ense; but the effort was vain-^^" Or 

H 4- have 
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have you, charming maid/' he resumed, 
while he looked wp in her face with a 
gaze so intrepid and impertinent» that 
the timidity of youth and inexperience 
shnink from it abashed — " have yoq 
another object öf pursuit, a game moie 
noble than a weak, flying deer-— the 
heart of a lover ? Yes ! by all the darts^ 
of Cupid, it is, it must be so ! Yet surely 
it eannot, it shall not be that Dacre, aa 
they call him, the son of CrosQiwaite ! 
surely Miss Rokeby would not oonde- 
scend to waste a thought on him» or to 
heed the glances of petulant disrespeci 
which he had the insolenoe to cast mi 
her this moraing.^ 

At these pointed words the vivU 
crimson rushed to the cheek of Idonea^ 
and her eye» feil beneath the «tare cxPde- 
termined scrutiny which the bold and 
artful Sibbald fixed on her. Hitherto 
she had contented herseif with saying^ 
when she could obtain leave to speak— * 
^* }Sir, 1 must beg.you will cease this trv 

flingi 
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Sing; to you it may possibly afford 
ffinusement, , to me it does not.'* But 
now, when her partiaHty for Dacre'was 
openly hinted at, when she was taunt- 
ingly renrinded of the unkind and 
haughty manner in which he had treated 
her but a few hours before, she unfortu-^ 
Aately swerved fröm that caiitioYis pru- 
dence, which, had she given more time 
to reflftction, would have instructed her 
to repel, with oonten^pt and disdain, the 
insolent inquiries qf Sibbald ; and listen- 
Big only to the dictates of female deli- 
cacy and woimded pride, she obeyed thc^ 
unpulse of the moment^ and resolving 
to exonerate herseif from all suspidon. 
of a partiality for Dacre, she exclahned; 
tbough without venturing ta rsäse her 
eyes to those of her tormentor — " I must 
beg to assure you, sir^ that you are 
strangely mistaken. Mr. Dacre^s looks^ 
like those of any otber person to whom 
pne is perfectly indifferent, are mattera 
ef^no consequence to me.^ 

Hfi The 
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The artful Sibbald qiückly perceivect 
and foUbwcd iip hi« advantage. Dis- 
earding the air of levity wlikh lie had 
hitherto wom, he assumed one of serious^ 
ness and respeet. Rising from his pos- 
ture of mock humiliatioit, and seating 
himsc^ near Idonea on the turf, he scdd». 
with well-feigned earnestness^ — " My- 
de^r Miss Rokeby, if I have said auy 
thing to give you o&enee, l implore your 
pardon; hitherto I have only hee» k^ 
jest» but now I am ^ otharwise, ^a^ 
must take the Kberty of saying, that I 
sincerely rejoice to hear you' say that 
this Dacare is an object of indififerenee tö 
you, for he has not oiily had the yanity 
and insolenee to boast of y^uf partiaMty 
for him, but I know, irom indisputable 
authority, that he has asserted your en* 
gagements with him to be such as neir» 
ther party could reoede fixMn." Heie 
the subtlo fiend pausdd, and watdied the 
countenance of his fair a^ditor, to m^aric 

the 
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the progress oftfae poison he vtbs iDStil<^ 
Ung. 

If there existed a mind on earth ii^ 

which suspicion found no lurking-pkee». 

it was that of Idonea Rokel^. Frc^ft 

her first acquaintanoe with Cyrus, downr 

to the present mement^ she had neYer 

doubted his faith and hoüour; but now^ 

her relianee &n his fid^ty was tom up 

by the xQoks. Young^ inexpeneneed,. 

and educated in retirement, she was c&n^- 

tequently credulous and unsuspeetiiig^ 

Sibbald easily read her charaetor^; I^tt m^ 

stead of adimrii]^ and- resf>ecting. its üa«- 

adulterated smrphcity ax\i int^giit^, aa 

a virfiuous and wo^thy Haan weuld have 

donev he hasdbjr iodk advantage of it, and 

dietermined to effeet a* l^^t»ch betweea 

her and Dacre, whidv üAiould not be 

aastly healed* He was too subtle, to^ 

weE aoquäiiiAed wfth the faumaii heaBet, 

to sfctempt dfiäng: this by e^citing hei^ 

jeidousiy; i^iat ^gvaen^^yed mig»isiter/' 

be^weU knew» bat adda fuel t^ the Sbiam 

h6 of 
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of love, and is active^Äid vfgorous oiüy 
in Proportion to the strength of that pas- 
sion. No, it wag by alanning her ddi- 
cacy, by piquing ha: pride, and by rao- 
ing her indignation, that he hoped to 
succeed in severing the tie whieh bouiui 
her to her lover. The unsuspecting Ido- 
nea feil into the snare ; she did not ghre 
Sibbakl credit for that degree of penetr»- 
tion whieh eould enable hitn to disoover 
the regard whieh subsisted betweent her- 
seif and Dacre, and consequoiüy believ^ 
bis assertion^ that Daere himself hsä 
made it his boast— a beiief grievous and 
insupportable to female delicacy. 

The artful SibbaM easäy read the 
workings of her mmd/ and pursued fai» 
advantage by sayihg, with the utnEiort 
seeming indifibrenc^ and freedom from 
design — ^'I was certain that Dacre wa» 
uttering a string oi^ falsehooda conciem- 
ihg you ; but indeed I do not wcmder 
ät it, for I have Seen and heard so much 
öf his baiteness sincel came to Broughaiii» 

that 
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that I cannot be siirprised at any thing 
he does. He has completely tlie weak 
side of the oM man ; and as to the poor, 
foolii^ woman, Crosthwaite's wife, she 
absolutely dotes on him ; but notwith- 
Standing, their blind partiality, they are 
but too weil aequainted with many of 
bis errors, though they screen them from * 
the eyes of the World. I have indeed 
leamect some shocking circumstances 
eonceming him since my residence in 
tbis country ; but you must excuse my 
silenoe on that point, for they are such 
as I cannot repeat to you.'' 

When black and ambiguous hints like 
these are given eonceming any one, the 
imaginaticm of the hearer, 1^ with a 
Wide* fidd of conjeeture to roam in^ is 
sure to conjure up every ppssible crime, 
and lay them to the charge c^ the absent, 
tcaduced party ; thüs it was with Ido- 
oea. Ignorant» as she was innocent, of 
guile and deceit, her unsuspecting heart 
fiould not form an idea that Sibbald was 

imposing 
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imposing on her a base farrago öf design-^ 
ing falsehoods. His prescht lutuations, 
a resident under the same roof with Cy- 
nis, might certainly be dupposed to afc 
ford him a favourable opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with his private 
and domestie diaracter and conduct^ 
She coidd not doubt that Cyrus had ix^ 
deed boasted of tlie ackiMxwIedgment of 
regard, and the vow of fideüty, whicfa he 
had himself diawn firom her; for 8he had^ 
never breathed a syllable on the subject,. 
not even to her parents, thoagh her* 
ikther, she had reason to thihk, aaw and- 
did not disapprove her partiaüty for Da» 
ere^ and that which, tili this fatal beuv- 
ment, she had believed Daore feit ftr 
6er. Butthe hopesandthe oonfidew» 
of love existed no longer; die behaviotur* 
of Cyrus in the moming had Uasted 
them all ; nor did Idonea ever oih» mu^ 
pect the soYirce in whicb that behaviout 
ori^nated ; for though he had oertaii^^ 
fer some tune past^ bem jealom of S^ 

bald. 
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feld, Kis haughty spiiit would never 
stoop to own that it harboured such an 
inmate as jealousy . To what then, but to 
a total dereiictioh from hräiour and prin- 
dple, could she ascribe bis conduct? 
Alas! she thought it too fatally con* 
firmed the assertions of Sibbald; had' 
she reflected mdeed, had she measured 
back the years of tendemess and of 
goodness which she had seeti pass over 
the head of Dacre^ she might perhaps 
have discarded the new and dangerousr 
goest af her bosom- — Suspidon. But 
aus was not the moment for reflection ; 
her pride, her delicacy^ and her feelings, 
were wounded» and i^e firmly believed 
Hiat die ^oke the dietates of both her 
heart and her reason^ when she replied 
to the vague bnt insidious eharge of 
cmninality Di^ich Sibbald preferred 
agamst her loTer*-*^* Mr. Daoie and his 
oondiiet» sir^ are alike indifi^ent to me-^ 
J h^T€ notfiing to do with them ;" but 
in the momeüt tliat she utt^^d these 

words. 
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words, the starting wildness of her avert- 
ed eye, the faint glow which tinged her 
whitened cheek, and the trembling agi- 
tation of her nerves, were harbingers öf 
the agony which was gathenng in her 
l^erated bosom. 



CHAPTER Vin. 



Cyrus, only anxious to escape from- 
seeing Idonea hstening to the addresses 
of Sibbald, gallopped aiter the hounds^ 
with the swiftness of an eagle ; but he» 
soon found that speed eould not abstract 
his thoughts from the object of bis love 
and hi8 fears, and that distance only aug- 
mented his jealous tortures. He had 
neither spirits nor inelination to continue 
the chase, and when the deer and her 
pursuers quitted the earth, and sought 
a new dement», he resolved to retiura 

home. 
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bome, and chedking his horse, took a 
patb a little to the right, that he might 
ivcAd meeting the rest of the hunters. 
But how frail are the resohitions of a 
lover ! he had scarcely retraced five hunt- 
dred yards of the spaee which intervenes 
between the 'Eden and l&roiigham Cas- 
tle, when the Image of Idonea, smiling 
on Sibbald, his abhorred riyal, flashed on 
his mind ; and unable to bear the sonl- 
distraeting picture which his imagina- 
tion had conjured up, he determined to 
again join the hunters. In fact, the con^ 
flict between love and jealousy had been 
Very severe, but victory now indined to 
the fcnmer; and while he fanded that his 
motive in turning back was to seek Sib- 
bflld and revenge, the real objeets of at- 
traction were Idonea and reconeiliation. 
When he had recovered about half 
his lost way back, he met Crosthwaite 
joumeying towards Brougham. — " How 
now, C3rrus,*' said he, ^^whence comes 
tbis comperendijQation ? I tbink you 

have 
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liave deteriorated from the ucrual vefo^ 
city of your horsemansliip ; you fasve 
not yet forded tfae stream, and yet^ if 
one may judge by the anhelation of 
your courscr, you?. progress has beeB: 
rapid." 

Cyrus, in reply, briefly said ihat he 
had intended to retum home^ but had' 
ehanged his mind. 

« Why," letumed Cadmu^ " Phcebos 
is so ealefactive at this meridian hour, 
that I am nearly occecated, and have 
therefore determined on a reoession, and 
' ahalL claudicate in the first gelid shade- 
I can find, until a recheat is sounde^ 
fi>r I am oonvinced the doe will escape.*^ 

With these words they parted, and 
Cynis pursuing his way towards the 
Eden, reached the spot where Idonea« 
and Sibbald were seated, at the precise 
inoment in wlüch, as before related; the 
lady was assuring the gentleman, that 
neitlicr Mr. Racre nor his conduet were 
objects öf any interest to her. 

Her. 
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Her back was tumed towards the- 

iDad ; of course she did not perceive Cy- 

fus» but her companion did,. and saw 

Bjiso that he was observing them witb 

iooks of jealous fury. 

Thoiagh a most egregious eoward,> 
Sibbaid, f«r once in his life, ielt bis cou- 
nge elevated to a pitdi that inspired 
him witb. a desire of triumphing over 
his rival ; and knowing that Dacre, who 
faad diedked hiis horse, was now within 
hearing» he aSbcted ncrt to have heard 
distinctly what Idonea said when i^e 
Qttered the wof ds recited near the dose* 
of the but diapter. ^' Madam !" said 
he, with. a look wfaidi implied a wish. 
•that she would rcpeat the sentenoe. 

Miss Ilokeby, uncoiiscious of who* 
heard her, feil into the snare, and replied 
— •* I only said, sir, thät Mr. Dacre is a 
person perfectly indifferent to me." 

" False, pegured woman !" exclaimed 
Cyrus, leaping from his horse, and rush- 
ing into the groye, *' Infernal yiUain !" 

he 
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he added, directing thc force of his fury 
towards Sibbald, who, already repenting 
his temerity in having provoked this 
'storm, was looking about for his horse, 
and planning a retreat, which his anta- 
gonist was about to take efFectual mea- 
sures to prevent, when his purpose wo 
arrested by a groan so loud, so deep^ so 
impressive, that it superseded even lov6> 
jealousy, and revenge. 

It has been asserted by ^sages whe 
proclaim themselves to be deeply versed 
in the lore of antiquity,- more espedally 
in that of the Druids, that the pride of 
man erroneously arrogates to himsdf 
alone the faculty of dothing his thoughts 
in the garb of speech» for that each spe- 
cies of animals has a form of language 
peculiarly its own. Now ft is well 
known that Druidical leaming floii^ 
rishcd nowhcre more tlian in the oounty 
of Cumbcrland ; of course we may infer 
that the horses of that county are pecu- 
liarly conversible. Hence it was that 

the 
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the Rosin^te of Crosthwaite, which 
haß, been most unwillingly tumed into 
a diiection contraiy to that of the 
hounds, when he met his friend and 
associate, the steed of Cyrus, complamed 
Utterly of the compulsion under wliich 
he was aeting. Pyroetis, for so Cros- 
thwaite himself had named the horse of 
Dacre, no doubt advised his brother 
oourser to rebel against the authority of 
bis rider, and, in defiance of rein and of 
lash» to resume the diase. The horse, 
we may conjecture, adopted his friend's 
oouiisel, and, wheeling about, once more 
Ibllowed the cry of the hounds, and gal- 
lopped at fiill speed towards the Eden. 
Crosthwaite used the utmost exertions 
of his hoisemanship to restrain him; but 
not having a dear conception of the pro- 
per method of managing the bridle, he 
gaUed the mouth of the animal so into- 
lerably with the bit, that it eompelled 
him to snort and rear his head. This 
movement threatened to shake Cadmus 

in 
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in ikis seat» a»d tfae measure» he' took W 
secure himself in it were ili c^idated to^ 
answer that end ; for, by shoit^ng bi» 
liold a£the bridld, and grtaiping it wi& 
a firmer hand, he onty atigmei>ted the 
evü he songht to Temave, and lirgäd fafa, 
fliglod; to the veiy Wink o^ the nr«i 
Here Oosthwaote^ out df aH patitooc^. 
had lecoune to bis ^Ki^^ tfae coImm^ 
quenoe was, that the aiuitHil phäkfgßÄ 
inoimüj^ dmw his rider att the iMik^ 
{ind dashing mite &e wsteiv |n»auig d the 
tdiase. 

It waa thd ißrttli-isaa&wn rokeof C)kmk> 
thwaite,^ gxoaxiiiig^ in anguii^ bc»»itt[ 
his brnises and suSPerings^ irhtic^ äbswk 
OH the ear of CyroSi afidr arMrted hi6' 
vengeance irbsB resäj to &tt «it tlie de» 
vobed- head of Bibbdd; ABve mfy i»r 
giatitude vcnd afG^ctkm ibr the {ttotectM- 
ei his in&ncy^ even Kdonca wm fiai^ 
tea in tiie feeha^ of the matteaatr^ wA 
Kufiifadng tcr thcr s^ üam iidiepoe tffef 
wmid preoeeded^ be Hkmt hinad£ Mt 

the 
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ihe ground beside the &llen Cadmus» 
^book hifi faand^ feit bis pulse, and, in a 
Toioe of Bender anxiety, entreated him 
te speak, and teU him where he wm 
hurt. 

^ Oh, my acapukiy my 'scapula is dis- 
loeatedr groduied Ca&nus. 

Cjrus examined the part, as wdl as 
tbe time and place would permit, and 
Ixang saögfied that the hone wat not 
^mt of the socket, told the padent that 
he boped bis fears on that head wese 
^oundJess. 

^ ^Elien my da;<nc)e is fracturcd. Oh] 
•^ ! oh r rcjoined Cvosthwaite. 

Wkole he utterod these wocds, Miss 
Rokeby and her attendant came up toi 
^be spat. Agonized as she was by the 
lecent eommunications of S^ibbald^ and 
the aharfc but keen leproacheg of Dacre^ 
she öould not behold any one, more espe- 
daüy a firiend of her father,- in the situ- 
^äkm q£ Crcsthwaite, withoQt offerii^ 
faim mvety aHsoBläon jof pily aod attein« 

tion« 
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tion. Kneeling down by him, she in« 
quired, with compassionate tendemess» 
liow he feit himself, and p]xq)Osed that 
Ambrose should go immediatdy to 
Brougham Castle to procure assistanoe« 

While she spoke, • Cyrus gazed ' altor- 
nately on her and on bis sufiering fiiend,' 
while every feeling of bis soulxushed 
by tums to bis varying oountenanoe^ 
which one moment softätied to pity, and 
the next wore the deadly expressicm of 
jealousy, now melted to love, and then 
glowed with anger; sometimes too he 
cast a . glance of frenzied wildness to- 
wards the grove in seareb of Sibbald ; but 
that search was needless,- for SiUialdy by 
no means relishing the iierce and me- 
nadng manner of Dacre, had very pm- 
dently guarded against its eonsequenoes» 
by mounting his horse and gallopping 
off. 

Pöor Cadmus, writhing with paiii» 
expressed his aequiescenee in Miss Roke» 
by's proposal. ^* I am extremely. reluis 

tant 
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tant to give trouble," said he, "but I 
cannot at tliis present time evitate it; 
the colitinmty ef ray davide is destroy- 
td^ and üntil proper mearis are resorted 
to, to eonglutinate the cohesion of the 
parts, I cannot expect to have any ata- 
taxia, or even somnolenee." 
' Cyrus abhorred Üie very 4iiought that 
liis « £n«id should owe «in obHgatiön to 
Idonea — to that Idonea who, but ^ few 
Biinutes before, he had heard dedare to 
Ids hated rival, ^^ that Mr. Dacre was a 
person perfeetly mdiff^ent to her;'' but 
kl the preeent case he could not avoid 
it, for either he must petmit the servant 
to go to Brougham, asMiss Hokeby 
proposed, or solidtJhier permissien for 
Ambrose to artend to Mr. Crosthwalte 
while hunself rode home ; ^id to ask a 
&your of her, or even to no^ce her, was 
what, m the existing State of his feel- 
mgs, his haughty spirit could not sub- 
mitto. He even feit, or tried to per- 
suade himself that he feit, averse to re- 
TGL. L I maining 
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maining near her until the necessaiy ai« 
sistance should arrive ; but he quickly 
found that his forbearanee in this pennt 
would not be put to the test, for when 
she had received' Crosthwaite's ccxisent 
to dispatching Ambrose to Broughaniy 
she desired the latter to lead. her mare 
to the spot where they then were» and as- 
sist her in mounting, sdying she shopld 
ride immediately homa 

Cyrus now feit a fresh flame of re^ 
sentment against Idonea kindling in his 
breast; he believed that Sibbald was 
waitiug near^ and that she was impatient 
to join him. His society, it'was evident, 
no longer possessed a eharm to detain 
her. How indeed should it, when he 
had heard her declare to Sibbald, ** that 
Mr. Dacre was a pers<m perfectly indif- 
ferent to her." These words were dag- 
gers, which, whenever they recurred to 
the memory of Cyrus, stabbed him to 
the heart. He thought too thi^t her 
conduct in so soon leaving Crosthwaite 

in 
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in his present Situation was unkind and 
unfeeling ; but the fact was, Miss Roke- 
bj was so madiafiected by the occur* 
ipenees of the day, that she feit scareely 
able to Support herseif, for the heart of 
Cyrus was not more deeply wounded 
by the wordshe häd overfaeard, than was 
that of Idonea by both the conduet of 
Ddcre in the moming, and the subse- 
quent reports of Sibbald. Pride, how- 
«ver, enabied her to suppress her an- 
guish while in the presence of its objeet, 
but her face was averted, nor did she 
once dare to encounter the glance of his 
eye. With xegard to her leaving Cros- 
thwaite, her remaining by him would 
have been of no Service, for it was not in 
her power to render him any assistance ; 
neither was* she enabied to estimate ei- 
ther the nature or the extent of his suf- 
ferings, for his leamed dialect was nearly 
unintelligiUe to her, though Cyrus, who 
bad been accustomed to it from infancy, 
readily comprehended its piuport; she 

l S cannot 
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cannot then be jusüy accused of any 
breach of either friendship or humanity 
in setting out for Temple-Sowerby at 
the same time Ambrose did for Brough- 
am. Less excusable was the behaviour 
of €31118, who xx)uld not prevaäon him- 
seif to -ofFer bis once-ioved Idonea even 
the trifling civility of bis assistanoe in 
nK)unting her horse, nor even a parting 
bow ; the hateftil sentence still rang in 
bis ears, and forgetting that he bäd been 
the original aggressor, he oonsidered her 
as the most fickle of her sex, m häving 
withdrawn her plighted affections fix>m 
him, and bestowed thein on a stranger, 
a worthless coxcomb. 

Nor was Idonea at all more indined 
to a copcUiatory mode of conduct Iban 
her lover. Far from censuring her own 
imprudence in having so pointedly en- 
couraged Sibbald, by repeatedly assuring 
him that she feit no partiality fcnr Dacre^ 
she fed the flame of resentm^it by dwell- 
ing on the baughty glance of Cyrus, and 

on 
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<m the hint of Sibbald that he was ac^ 
quainted with some shocking drcum^ 
stances conceming him ; and afler breath- 
ing to Cadmus her best wishes and pray- 
ers for his recovery, ahe rode off, with- 
out taking any more notice of Dacre 
than if he had stoodon the bank of the 
Nile, instead of the Eden; while he, 
though more than ever exasperated, 
would not sufier his contempt and re- 
sentmeBt to interfere with his feelings 
of afifection and gratitude, but compel- 
led himself so &r to notice the commis- 
aion she had given Ambrose, as to re- 
quest that he would be cautious in ac- 
quainting Mrs. Crosthwaite with the ac- 
ddent which had happened to her hus- 
band. But caution in thi^ point was en- 
. tirely useless, for Sibbald, who had ven- 
tured to peep öut from amongst the 
trees whüe Cyrus was examining the 
hurts of Crosthwaite, had rode directly 
to Brougham, and prodaimed the evU 
tidings with as Uttle of feeling or cau- 

1 3 tion 
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tion BS he would have used in relating^ 
the death of the deer which had been 
hunted that moming. 

Prudence, as may be supposed» was 
greatly alarmed, ajid extremely anxious 
to have Cadmus brought home, but 
observed that — " if he wad be sae venter- 
9ome as to ride füll drive, it was nae 
wonder he sud few; and though she 
hoped his showder was only wrampt^ 
still the stound wad be sair to onder- 
gang." 

She Jost no time in dispätehing the 
bind and another person, and consoled 
herseif with the reflection that Cyrus 
would use all possible tertdemess in remcK 
ving him. 

Sibbald, though he declared himself 
deeply grieved for Crosthwaite's acd- 
dent, was in* truth highly delighted that 
Dacre had such an employinent as that 
of attending to him, since it would eflPec- 
tually prevent his retum to Brougharai 
during the short reraamder of his own 

present 
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present stay there, which he resolved 
should not be many minutes, for he was 
by far too great a coward to risk a se* 
cond meeting with his spuited rival. 
He did not, however, give to Mrs. Cros- 
thwaite the slightest hint of his intended 
departure, but took to himself the me- 
rit of riding över to Penrith for a sur- 
geon, a piece of kmdness for which Pru- 
dence could not be otherwise than tndy 
grateful. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe that 
Ambrose met the bind and the other 
*person dispatched by Prudence before 
he could reach Brougham Castle. Find- 
ing that his embassy was rendered nu- 
gatory, he retumed with them to the 
spot where Cadmas still lay groaning, 
his head supported by the arm of his af- 
fectionate young frieiid. They had pro- 
vided themselves with a kind of litter, 
and on tliis they placed him, and con- 
veyed him in safety to Brougham Cas- 
tle. 

i4 If 
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If a wish of ayoiding Dacre operated 
powerfully on Sibbald^ Cjnrus was not 
less strongly actuated by the contrary 
motive. Ile leamed, ön his retum home^ 
whither. and on what errand he was 
gone, and waited with impatience hi» 
retum from Penrith ; but this was fated 
to be a day of disappointment to him^ 
for when the siurgeon anived, he brought 
with him a short note from Sibbald, ad- 
dressed to Mrs. Crosthwaite, acquainting 
her that on reaching Penrith he found 
his friend Dunning there» from whom 
he leamed that some important business 
required his immediate presence in sl dis- 
tant part of the county — he did not men- 
tion where, and concluded with ex* 
pressing, in flourishing terms, his very 
deep regret for the cruel necessity which 
compelled him to absent hiraself from 
Brougham, at the time when his dear 
friend Crosthwaite had met with so uu- 
plcasant an accidcnt. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER IX, 



Croothwaite was perfectly right in his 

conoeption of the consequences result- 

ing firom his fall ; the collar-bone was 

iiideed bfoken^ but it was only a simple 

fracture, which being soon reduced, the 

surgeon did not apprehend any danger» 

snd only enjoined his patient to rest^ 

c^uiety and temperance. The two first 

injunctionsCadmu&scrupulously obeyed, 

tut the latter he fiagrantly infringed^ 

:for the eompliments of inquiry from his 

numerous friends were accompanied 

with so many choice presents ofvenison, 

grouse, and char, and FFudenee so well 

exerted her skill in making pasties, pots^ 

and cranberry tarts, that the benefits 

lesulting from abstemiousness were not 

l5 to 
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tobethoughtofin Cadmus's cure,which 
was, of course, oonsiderably retarded. 

Miss Rokeby, on her retum home, re- 
lated to her mother the acddent which 
had befallen Crosthwaite, and to it was 
attributed the huny and agitation of her 
spirits ; for she could not prevail on her- 
seif to mention thoseevents of thedayui 
which her h&rt was more nearly conoem- 
ed. The next moming, when Mr. Roke- 
by asked her to ride over with him to 
Brougham, to visit Mrs. Crosthwaite, 
and inquire after her husband, she 
framed some slight excuse for remaining 
at home, for she dreaded meeting either 
Cynis or Sibbald, of whose departure 
she was ignorant. 

Cadmus was asleep when Mr. Bokeby 
visited the Castle ; of course he was not 
admitted to his Chamber, but Cyrus was 
summoned from thence by Mrs. Cros^ 
thwaite, who could not suppose that he 
would feel otherwise than highly grati- 
fied in seeing one for whom, and for 

whose 
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hose family, he had ever expressed the 
^hest esteem and respect. It is pro- 
Me, however, that at the present june- 
re Cyrus would rather have been ex- 
sed from seeing him ; but at the same 
16 the reluctanee which he feit to 
ing so was counterbalanced by two 
>tives. In the first place, he had too 
;h a sense of justice to implicate Mr. 
keby in the fault of his daughter; and 
the next, his lofty spirit would never 
op to acknowledge, by either word or 
k, that he feit himself forsakeii and 
?cted for a rival. Urged then by 
se considerations, he obeyed the sum- 
HS of Mrs.Crosthwäite, and followed 
into the presence of Mr. Rokeby, 
> received him with his Wonted kitid- 
{ ; and attributing the gloom which 
■re vainly strove to chase. from his 
«r solely to the inqnieljbde he suf- 
d on Crosthwaite's account, heen- 
roured to re-animate him with hopes 
i speedy amendment — "However," 

1 6 added 
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added he, " as his recoveiy cannot be «o 
rapid as our good wishes for it, I &di*f 
my young friend, you intend to resign 
all thoughts of accompanying Idonea 
and me to Watermillock the day after 
to-morrow." 

The mention of Watermillock» and of 
the excursion from which he had pro- 
mised himself so mueh pleasure, brought 
back to the bosoin of Cyrus the remem- 
brance of the hopes, the happiness^ and 
the confidence he had lost, and drew 
from thence a deep and heavy sigh. 

The sigh could not pass the ear. of 
Mr. Rokeby unobserved; biit ignorant 
of the motive in which it originated, he 
very naturally imputed it to the disap- 
pointment Cyrus feit at being compelled 
to reUnquish his hitended visit. — " I re- 
gret that we cannot liave the pleasure 
of your Company," he resumed, " but my 
regret i& nothing — ^is it, Cyrus ?" 

Dacre feit thefuU meaning implied in 
i:hesg few words. His heart beat tumul* 

tuously 
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tuously, but pride qiiickly expelled 
every other feeling from thence, and with 
little hesitation he replied — " I hope, sir, 
you do me the justice to believe that I 
at all times value your society highly ; 
but I must confess that at present the 
diief regret 1 feel is not for being de- 
tained at home^ but for the distressing 
cause whicli detains me." 

" Well, well, young man, that shaft 
pass woa?," Said Mr. Rokeby, smiling. 
archly ; ". but reraember," he added, lay- 
ing bis hand on Cyrus's Shoulder as he 
rose to go, "remember I prophesy that 
when our good friend Crosthwaite gets 
hetter, Mr. Dacre will find the banks of 
Ullswater more. pleasant and more de- 
fikable than Brougham Castle." 

Poor Cynis feit bis feelings rising to 

sgony as the torturing remembrance 

;passed over bis mind, that he was an ob- 

ject of indifierence to her whose presence 

would have made the shades of Ulis- 

water pleasant indeed. No prospect of 

the 
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fields, waving with the rieh treasures of 
haryest, now ripe for the sickle^ were 
finely ccmtrasted with the verdant mea- 
dows enamelled with wild flowers, and 
gUttering with countless myriads of 
pearly dew-drops. Nor was the sight 
the only sense which received gratifica- 
tion in this lovely seene ; the lark ea- 
rolled high the matin song of nature, the 
plaintive note of the red-breast miiiglcd 
with the twittering of innumerable swal- 
lows not yet jfled in search of a more ge- 
nial sky, and the harsh, sonorous notes 
of the kite, the rook, and the raven, joiii- 
ed in the concert of nature, which re- 
spondcd to the loud low of the cattle» 
and softer blcat of the sheep, who pastu- 
red with the deer on the baiiks of the 
river. The season and the seene were 
lovely and attractive, but they spoke öf 
Cyrus. Idonea feit as if his image were 
no longer to be cherished. ^ At Wa- 
terrciillock no object will recal his idea," 
Said she, mentally, and was tuming to 

retrace 
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retrace her path homewards, when her 
Steps were arrested by an oak tree, on 
whieh Dacre had engraven her name, 
and the foUowing verses : — 

Where Eden's soft murmuring flood 

'Mongst Wlänfield^s greeu shades pours along, 

I liave worshipp*d the nymph of the wood. 
And to her gentle ear ton*d my song. 

Could the Eden of old be more sweet 

Thaii tliese nieadows, these groves, and these glades; 
Or in beauty was Eve more complete 

Than the fair who inliablts their shades? 

Tlie wcalth of the East wouid I give. 

And the world's brightest honours I*d leave, 

Like Adura in Eden to live, 

Wkli Idunen, sweet maid, for my Eve. 

As Miss Rokeby contemplated the 
well-known charactcrs, every endearing 
circumstaiice of the past rose to her 
mind. She stood leaning against the 
tree, wrapt in pensive abstiaction, iintil 
alarmed by a rusthng amongst the 
tlücket. She looked round, and beheld 

l^lr. 
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Mr. Dunning close to her side,- Re- 
lievcd from her appreheiisions of seeing 
either Dacre or Sibbald, she addressed 
him with her wonted gracefal sweetness, 
at the same time expressing her surprise 
at this meeting, having understood him 
to be in a different part of the country. 

Dunning, in reply, äpologized for ha- 
ving alarmed her, and accounted plausi- 
bly for being in Whinfield Park. 

Miss Rokeby instinctively tumed 
from the spot where the tree bore evi- 
dence to the strength of Dacre's attach- 
ment, but not time enough to prevent 
her companion from seeing the verses. 
He read them with marked but rapid 
attention, and then said, tuming to his 
fair companion — " I do not call tlus a 
compliment, Miss llokeby, sinöe justice 
eannot be one.'* 

Idonea oflered no reply, ^ and he led* 
her, «s if he wished^ it to appear unde- 
signedly, from the spot. He seemed 
abstractcd a few moments, and then re- 

pcated» 
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peated, as if still thinking of the verses — 
" Idonea ! then you bear the name of 
your mother, Miss Rokeby ?" 

Idonea, with innooent candour, replied 
— ** No, sir, my mother's name is Lucy.'^ 

Dunning regarded her, as it were, un- 
certain of her meaning ; then, as if com- 
prehending it, he said — " True, my dear 
madam, the lady whomyou nowcallmo- 
ther may be so named, but your own mo- 
ther was Idonea» Ohl well do I know 
the name." 

Not for a moment could Miss Roke- 
by form any other supposition than that 
Dunning was talking thus under the 
influenee of mistake, and willing to cor- 
reet it, she replied — " I perceive, sir,^ 
you mean some other family— my mo- 
ther is living." 

Her companion now in his tum re- 
garded her with an aspect of surprise, 
** Is it possible she ean have been edu- 
cated in this ignorance ?" he exclaimed ; 
and then. addcd, in a hurried tone — 

" rardoa 
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" Pardon what I have said Miss Rokä«^ 
by, and think no more of it." 

With this injunction Idonea fbiind it 
impossible to comply. Every emotion 
which can be classed with astonishtnenty 
constemation, and curiosity, pervaded 
her faculties, ahd without yielding a mo- 
ment to reflection, she falteringly said— « 
"Mr. Dunning, I conjure you to ex- 
plain y oiirself ; whiit is it you mean ?" 

After another short pause, apparenüy 
given to reflection, he said — ** My dear 
Miss llokeby, if^I could for a moment 
believe that your father had hitherto 
kept you Ignorant of your family-history, 
in the wish that you should always le- 
main so, I should be the last person in 
the World to so far trespass on his wish 
as to makc any disclosure on the sub- 
ject ; Init aware that the circumstances 
I allude to cannot always be concealed 
from you, I feel myself called upon to 
ex piain what I have said, so far as to as* 
sure yoUy that your mother, the wife of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Rokeby, died the week wliich gave 
you birth ; and this fact either your fa- 
th«; or the lady who you haye hitherto 
bdieved to be your parent, and who, I 
understand, is caUed Mrs. Rokeby, will 
eonfirra— mdeed cannot deny." 
' The firm, unhesitating manner in 
which these words were pronounced, 
oonveyed to the mind of Idonea a per- 
feet conviction of their trüth, and with 
such conviction came a Sensation so 
overwhehning, that her very nature 
seemed changed. That a mother, who 
froin the earliest dawn of remembrance 
had been tendemess itself personi^^, 
8lk>uld possess no daim to that most en- 
dearing of all titles ; and that a father, 
at all times so affectionately indulgent, 
had systematically deceived her in a 
point of such intimate concem, were 
strokes which her gentle natiu-e was ill 
calculated to sustain. At one moment 
a Jireight of unutterable woe oppressed 
lier^ and in the next her belief feit in- 

clined 
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clined to revolt ; but this fkint dawn of 
hope was quickly chiUed, for Dunnin^ 
had referred her, for a confirmation of 
wbat he averred, to either hör father, er 

to and beyond all, she feit honmv 

struck by the emphasis he laid on the * 
words, " who is called Mrs. Rokehy.** 
Idonea would have spoken, would have 
urged a yet further explanation; but 
grief, constemation, astonishment, and 
€very other sentiment or Sensation that 
could be classed with them, rivttted the 
power of utterance. 

Her companion, rather as if feeling 
foi^ her visible perturbation than as 
^hunning the subjeet, changed the dis- 
course to indifferent topics, as he conti* 
nued to walk by the side of Idonea, wha " 
directed her steps honiewards. 

In about a quarter of an hour they 
were met by Ambrose, who waß oome 
in search of Ins young lady, when Dun- • 
ning, to the great relief of Miss Rokeby;' 

paid 
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prid the parting compliinents, without 
offering to attend her home, 

Wlien she arrived there, her frame of 
mind maj be supposed such as that q( 
Adam 



•** wheo- he heard 



The fatal trei»pass done by Eve." 

Never hitherto had she met the partial 
smiles of her parents without delight, 
Tiever parted from them, even for a short 
season, without tears of tender filial re- 
gret But now, as her father affection- 
ately expressed the reluctance with 
which he should leave her at Mr. Bri|^ 
co's, and her mother fondly mingled era- 
biaces with cautions to guard her health, 
; she feit her swelling heart rise almost 
to bursting. All that Dunning had 
Said tremhled on her lips» but a feeUng 
not to be resisted repelled it back to its 
«ad sanctuary, and she feit totaUy une- 
quäl to either make such a disclosure, or 

ask- 
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ask the confirmation which he bnd told 
her she might receive firom Mr. Rokeby* 

Both saw the conflict in theh- Idonea^s 
bosom, but totally unsuspicious of Ifae 
tnie cause, they attributed it tx> the 're> 
gret she feit that Cyrus was preduded 
from being of the parly to Watermil- 
lock, and with a smiling mutual ghmce^ 
tx)ld each other the cMijecture. 

" Nay, my love," said Mn Rokeby, 
with a Ipok of arch meaning, and affeo* 
tionately kissing her cheek, ** no need 
to lie so very grave; trusf me Dacre 
will follow you in a few days.** 

The mention of her lover, by reCalling 
every circumstance tliat had oocuned on 
the day of the stag-chase, augmented 
the tide of Idonea's anguish. Her spi* 
rit, yet a novice in care and su£ferin{^ 
sunk to the lowest point of depresaiony 
and she could only sob out an adieu to 
her mother, as Mr. Kokeby afiection- 
ately drew her band witlün his^ and led 
her to her horse. 

An 
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As they pur$ued thdr joürncy, he 
tttnve tö clieer her by pointing out 
every beauty of the landscape, in scenes 
Kpfete witk all that can Charta the ad- 
mk^ of subHme öt of rufal scenery. 
Exerdse, liowever, reätored tö her cheefc 
the bloom of which anxiefy had bereft 
it, and by the time they Teaxihed tho. 
house of Mr. Brisöa, she loöki^d, thoagh, 
alas ! 8be did notjiel, herself. 

Tbis abode of quiet was a neat stucco- 
ed dwelling, the white walls of which con- 
trasted findy witih äie dark greetl of the 
sycamore and beech trees, whose bran- 
dies were internüngled with the weep- 
ing sprays of the silver birch and the 
inountain ash, now graced with its au- 
tumnal honoürs. In front of the höuse, 
a sloping lawn descended to the margin 
of the lake, whilst a few scattered sheep 
cropping the turf, and some cattle repo^ 
sing in the shade, gave animation to thef 
pictore. Beneath this roof a kind and 
cordial welcome, the characteristic of the 
' TOJL. L K doss 



I 

»• 



Id-i BROUGHAM CASTLE. 

dass and the incUvidual in those remote 
counties» greeted. the travellers. 

Mr. Briscö shook the .hand of his 
friend, and quitted it but to salute Ido- 
nea, to rally her on being nnaccompa- 
nied by Cyrus, and to inquire solici- 
tously after his old friend Crosthwaite, 
/lot without many a sly stroke at Cad- 
mus's horsemanship ; and then^ with the 
pnde of a parent glowing on his cheekj 
and .sparkling in his eye» he presented 
bis 8on. 

Few men of that age could boast a 
finer form, or manners more graceful, 
than those of Lyulph Brisco. He was 
now about twenty-eight, fcdl, and form- 
ed with the most perfect syromeüy, with 
brilliant dark eyes, fine teeth, and a 
swcet, inteiiig^*nt countenanee, over 
which his late ill-health had shed a lan- 
guid cxpression. To that frank and 
open can'iage which was hereditary as 
distinguishing the family of Brisco^ he 
united that easQ which an intercourse 

with 
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with the World seldom falls to bestow. 
He paid tiie most polite attention to 
Idonea, who would have thought him 
pleasing, ooiüd she have yielded her 
:mind to think any thing but that Sib* 
bfdd had said Daere was vicious and de- 
^raved; and Dunning, that Mrs. Rokeby 
was not her motber. 

Mrs. Brisco, almost equally proud of 
her acoomplished son, and of the hand- 
Mune Irish poplin with which he had 
piesented her, now busied herseif in 
placing her guest^^U; a table covered 
with linen of her own manufacture, 
which rivalled in whiteness the snow 
on the top of Skiddaw. Every thing 
was excellent in its kind, but it must 
be admitted that eaeh disli was in dan- 
ger of being oold before the oration con- 
nected with it was pronounced. 
. The mutton was of the true moun- 
tain breed, and Mr. Bnscx> could no 
more sufier its history to pass unnarra- 
ted, than h^ could his own adventures 

K 2 carving, 
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in piirsuit of tlie wild dücks he was tben 
carving, and of the ideirtieal stag from 
whose antiers the han^ of the knSfe he 
used was made. Nor w«^ Mr^ Brisce 
at all behindhand in seafloning the Tt- 
past of her guerts with the äame Tariety 
of deseription. The excdlent efel-pie 
was made of the silver speeies, takcn, as 
she assured them, in the nyer Eistmont, 
by her son Arthiir, on a dark, wef, 
stormy night, when no mooii leirt its 
cheering ray ; whilst her mode of manu- 
facturing^cowsßp ^»i mrruni ymtes fat^ 
nislied a theme of eloctrtion fbr neariy an 
hour. 

These little peculiarities of advatided 
and secliided life were abtindantly com- 
pensated by kind and sincere hospitality, 
whilst eyery defideney of attention thcy 
caused was watehed for and snpplied by 
tlie two sons of Mts. Brisco and her 
nieee, Miss Stanley. 

Tliis lady, thoiigh only a fcw months 
the junior crf her cousin Lyulpfaj wa» ftr 

infericn: 



inferior to her young friend Idonea in 
both natural and acquired talents. She 
possessed, however, in an eminent de^ 
gree, those feminine grace«, at the ex- 
pense of whieh more splendid, though \ßßs 
valuable qualities are but too frequeritly 
purdiased. Her disposition was sweet, 
and gentle, 9Xtd though their ages were 
ßo difiärailar, • a very sincere friend^hip 
ßubsisted between her and Miss Bx>keby r 
Arthur, greatly improved by bis resi- 
^nee at Glasgow, yet retaining all bis 
natiye sprightly good-humour, exerted 
Uim^df to enliven the party, and the 
day wore pleasantly over with aÄ but 
IdjCMiea, who now for the first time leam- 
€d that painful lesson which experience 
sddom falls to give, the ne.essity of 
inasking b^eath a smiling face a wound^ 
ed and bleeding heart. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Vain was everv eßbrt of Idonea to ba^ 

nish from her mind the Communications 

of Dunning ; they haunted her through 

the day, and in the darkness and silence 

of nigl>t her burthened mind persuaded 

itself that she ought not to sufier h^r & 

ther to depart without disdosing ' tliem 

to him. IVith this view she contrived 

to draw Mr. Rokeby into the garden 

after breakfast, assured she had eourage 

to enter on the subject. But though 

privacy and opportunity cOTispired, yet 

flow, when eome to the point» she fal- 

tered and hesitated. > 

Älr. Rokeby perceived her confusion 

and embarrassment, and supposing she 

wished to mention Dacre, sought to re- 

lieve her by saying, in a rallying tone — 

« Come, 
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" Come, come, Idonea, teil me at oncc^ 
what I shall say to Cyrus." 

The mention of that narae acted^ asr 
an impellent, and anxious to exoneratö 
hei^elf from the suspidon of having Da- 
cre ever on her lips and m her mind, 
she summoned the best powers of her 
resolution, and mquired if ht^ fiither 
fcnew Mr. Dunning ? 

Dunning \^ repeated Mr. Rokeby ; 

oh ! whaty the^gentleman who was on 
a Tisit at Crosthwaite's ^ No, I don't 
kiiow hinr,'' an* he smüed^ supposmg 
tbe theme of her discourse still extracted* 
firom parsons and cum^nstances con- 
nected with Cyrus. 

The smile bewildered Idonea, for, not 
pereeivin^ its orrgin^ she was tempted 
to. think that her father did know one 
who seemed so intimately aequaisto^ 
with his most secret transactions. After 
the pause of a moment she subjoined — 
/* He knows you, howerer, sk, and my 

K 4 mother 
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mother also," ^he added in breathles» 
trepidation. 

'' Does he?" lesponded Mi*. Rokeby^ 
with same degree of surprwe, ar rather 
of a more thoughtful interest nudked od 
bis coimtenaace. '' Dunning, Duiuüng,'^ 
he vepeated, as if to assist recollection ; 
"no, I do not remember erer having 
been acquainted with any pne ^o was 
ßo caUed; when and wliere does he say 
ixe knew us, Idonea ? and why, in that 
x^ase, did he not yisit us at Temple-Sow- 
4erby, wlieii invited to coine with Mr 
jSibbald?" 

Idonea was preparing to thsow hav 
seif into her iather's Qrm% to brearthe oa 
)üs bo6om all that Dumnng ^ad ssid« 
lind to liear firom bis Ups a pefutatioa 
.wliich die would receive asjoy, or acoft- 
J(irmatioa tliat would be agony» wh^ä 
Lyalph l^isco appeared in the walk 
C(»ning ix>wards tliem. Mr. Rfilkeby 
.took his ann, and entered into diaoourscjt 

doubtiesa 
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doubüess never suspecting diat his 
dkughter had any partknilar commani- 
cation to make ; whilst Idonea i^rank, 
as it W€3^, within herseli^ and as die was 
xiot OQother moment a\(me witii lier fa- 
ther before hifl depaiture» DunningÜs 
dreadlul tale rmiaüied buried in, her 
.own bo9om* 

The pTogrem of Gadmus'is conyale^« 
«enoe vms dow ; but a» it pit)ceeded, the 
fepagnaDce of Tkicace to keeping l»s:eti- 
g^eme&t, and jqining tiie party at Wah 
.termiUoek, gradually died a way , and at 
the ^id of a fortnight, when convinced 
•that Crosthwaite was out of danger, h^ 
beard .wkh joy his sentence oi enfiran- 
,i^iiement prcmounced by that gentle- 
jB^. ^hiöiselfr who declaredj^ that as his 
recovery was now pixxseeding withocUt 
jDcmipependittation, of which bis being 
itble to . manducate was a condusive 
firoof^ he would not any. longer oeclude 
his young fiiend, who hatrihg impigno» 
rated iiis word to Mr« and Mr& Brisoo, 

K 5^ it 
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it would look like tergiversation if Jie 
delayed any longer to congreet them. 

Dacre eagerly availed himself of this 
sanction ; biit so much was he, in this iil- 
stance, the dupe of self-deception, that hfe 
never placed his eagemess to the accfoinit 
of Idonea, of whom he persuaded himself 
he thought with augmented contemph 
Burbeck had toldhün, that on the momr 
ing of her departure she was Walking in 
the park with Dunning ; and thongh Im 

» 

age preduded all supposition that he Was 
of the Order of her admirers, he <xniclud- 
ed that, as the friend of Sibbald, he was 
'admitted to her confidenee; and under 
thjs conviction he feit firmly assured that 
not Miss Rokeby, but his friend Arthur, 
was the magnet which attraeted him to 
the baiiks of Ullswater. 

Such was the frame of mind in which 
he reached the house of Mr. Brisoot 
Mrs. Brisco received him älone ; it was ■ 
within an hour of the dinner one. Mr. • 
Brisco had not retumed from the dr- 

cuit 
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ciüt of his grounds, and the jroung folks^ 
she Said, . were on the lake. 

Cyrus, glad to be thus spared the 
pain of an abrupt interview with Idonea, . 
08 he took the refreshments kindly pre- 
sented to hinr, entered into ehat with 
the lady of the house^ who.found theme 
enough in the improvement of her son?^, 
and inquiries af^ Crosthwaite and the 
Rokebys, to ihe last of whicji Daere 
was enabled to give satisfactory replies^. 
haVing been at Temple-Sowerby the 
pi»9edmg moming. 

In less than half an hour Cynis per- 
cdved his fiiend Arthur's wefl-known* 
Boat n^iking towards the shore. His 
heart beat violently as> unperceived^: he 
watcfaed its appioach ; the barge^ound- 
ed, the party prepared to hmd, and he^ 
Ifeheld his Idones condUcted? by a grace- 
fviX and elegant stranger: An emotion 
pasised over hfs features which Mrf^^ 
Bi:uoo, who was watching their expres^ 
• • K 6 sion*. 
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sioRt interpreted to be ihat of surpiu^ 
not unmingled wkh aive. 

'' It U Lyuljpii,'' «he said, in a tone o£ 
triumph. 

*^ I presanied ^so,' replied Cyrus, aod 
mlgoined acompliment on his «taikiDg- 
£gup^ bighly flattering to the gratified 
l»oth^. 

. Not such were DaciTe^r feeUags as he 
Goatemplated the hai)id«ame pair. Mim 
Bokeby hupg on the arm of Lyulphy 
oonvenrii« with vivid animation. her 
eyes raised to his, and her &ce dcessed 
in smiles. He appeared to iisten with 
oorrespondent intesasit. H» mpuntai}!- 
dress was well oakuhd^d to dk^day bia 
form to advantage ; and, with the lyaaköt 
which contained the &my qpoiis of the 
tBorning «wupg over bis ifhoulder, he 
loi^ked like a native of the ekatmi aimea 
of Greece. 

The party enteiied, and mutual mtzo- 
4uctions ajid inquiiiea took place. Ido- 

oea 
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nesLloQÜAd half x^luctsmt to nefiiaaabar 
animoGaty, yet too proud to seek reocm- 

ciliation, W in tlM>se «entinmite äie ^ 
exactly met by Cynuf . But, as is ga^e» 
xally the case, when cordiatky dediiii^ 
poüitenefig took ita pkce, and tiiie mon^ 
ners dT Mr. Dacre and Miai» Bx>keby» M 
fiiey reqpeeted «adi ot^ber, w^re m^ked 
by an ^xqbb» ctf €ona{dauafioe wben be- 
fore oompeay ; but if at any time cbanee 
left theai al<me togetb^» beth irecaaandd 
pr^oundly aI^. 

A tüntx^ht ikow W4we over fieasanti^ 
«uoiigh, »ve ÖH* tbe asaertions ef I>». 
ning bbA Sibbaid atiU haunted the eoM 
4^ IdoiMtt» and tfae yeQo«ir tbom of jea- 
kmisy agMa «prang u|^ m die path ^ 
Cyriia. . 

Ju nH thflir tidea a»d ramblea duxMigb 
these Kwantio and defi|(btfiil «dbida^ 

^ Those not)]e scenes Salvator^s seul ador^d^" 

Ga{4ain Brisoo was ewer by the aide ^ 
Miss Rokeby. Hia el^gaiit taste |K»iit-^ 

ed^ 
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ed out to her Observation the numeromr 
striking views with which SowborroTr 
Park and its cliarming vidnity abound ; 
and amidst the stiUness of evening, when 
sailing on the lake, his fine tenor voioe^ 
united with the yet sweeter one of Ido- 
nea, and woke the surrounding echoes. 
Lyulph blew the French-hom with 
masterly skill, and wben-five times rever*; 
berated back, its notes eon^rasted ädioira- 
bly withthesoftbreathingsof Gyrus'sflute. 
The trio might have been sketched foa 
Diana^ Apollo, and Mars; whilst Ar» 
tlmr, as he chanted aloud some niraf 
ditty, seemed the Pan of the groves. 

Captain Brisoo'd health oontintied to 
amend. His refined degance of man^ 
ners prompted him at aH times to as- 
sume the appearance of cheerfulnegs, 
and eompel himself to be oonversible r 
but it was impossible for an aocurate pb- 
server not to percseive that thene was 
something sadly pensive m his charaeteR. 
He was sometiumes qmte abstracted in 

thought; 



BROUGHAM CASTLE. 207 

thought ; a sigh oflen stole from his bo 

som ; ' and he passed much of his time 

alone. Arthur asserted that his brother 

had left his heart in Ireland, but Mr. and 

Mrs. Brisco either did not see the gloom 

^hich shafted his spirits, of seeuig, did 

not ooncdve its source to be mental, but. 

dttributed it ta the State of his health, 

ivhilst Isabella appeared to sympathize 

in, and to wish its removaL 

Dacre sicrutinized the manners and 
co^duct of BiisoD with rigid and search- 
. ing attention, and, it may be, viewing 
them througb the jaundieed and distort- 
ing medium of jealöusy, saw much both 
to fear and censure. He certainly eould 
not build his opimon on very solid 
grqand% opportunity only presenting 
casual matters for Observation. That 
Brisco waS'fordbly attracted by the 
chaims of Miss Rokeby, Cyrus did not 
dottbt ; and disposed as he was to deem 
her a coquette, he believed she enoou« 
raged his passion. 

Though 
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Though beaiing a oommksian in Üie 
English army, Lyulph seemed, in ereiy 
com^^rsation on the sulgect, to be stitHigly 
faiassed in favour of the Cathqlica. Tlns 
indeed was so obvious, that bis bix>thec 
Arthur more than <Hice smilfaigly hinted 
it to him; and beyond these pointe- 
Dacre suspected him of a too free an^ 
unlimited admiration of femde beauty. 
This he grounded ofi the ftdlowing;^ cir- 
camstnices. 

It was one af tbose soft and shadqwj 
days so frequent in autumn. No fareatk 
of wind ruifled the hike, or scrtte^ed ti^ 
fleecy douds. Arthur had gerne witb 
his &ther t» Keswick; Mrs^ Briseo w« 
busied at home; aad Isabelk» Idonef^ 
Lyulph^ and Cyrus, set out on a long 
nmble. They traced the winding sboret 
of the lake, altemately over rough and 
broken crags, througb smooth green 
pastures, and beneath tfae daik umbn^ 
of woods» whose foliage now presenting 
every shade of colouring, strewed tbeir 

yaried 
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patlu The scenety äround wa* 
^ that fancy eon form of grand and 
sublime. On on^ side, the mountaiiif 
rose abrupt, stupendous, and immense ; 
atk&i bases dothed with v^dur e and cul- 
livation, loid their awful summits enve- 
loped in douds, which rested as it were 
on oaks of such a growth and f^pear- 
{mee of antiquity, thät tfaey might have 
beeci taken for primeval tenants of these 
seque8ta:ed domains ; an the other, the 
dear miiTor of the kke» fermed mto bays 
jbgr the rociky .promcHit(»ries whidi shot 
foto itt bos^n^ brdke on the pebbled 
ihope, md met the ahady, but now-fa^ 
4|^ copses which faung cfver tben). 
Here the glowing benies c^ the moun- 
tttai-ash were contrasted by the last 
IhKOWB dusters of nuts which Lyulpfa, 
M they pm*sued theu* leaf-woven walk, 
gutheared and presented to Miss Rokeby. 
The squirrel, frightened from his do^ 
tnains 1^ these lawkss invaders; kaped 
in terror from brajoeh to bmneh. The 

late 
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late gay choristers of tlic wood«, tliö 
tlirusli« tho Kiinet, aiid the blackbir^ 
Mit silont on the branches ; bat the he^ 
ron wns scn^anihig around, the osprey 
yvnn diving for Iiis finny prey, and tbe 
wild fffxu^ were winging theur figured 
flight. 

Amused by these and niimerous ath«r 
objci^ts, they extended ' their stroll tili 
ca])tnin llrisciVs weakened firame hexe ^ 
tesiiiDoiiy ivt^its length, and he wag com-- 
])elled to stop and lean against a tree. ' ^ 

Mis8 Stanley, who yxa» at all ümeB^ 
very attentive to his feelings, inquivedT 
if ho wore fatigiied. UnaUe to deny 
what wa» visible in his countenanoe, he^ 
faintly «miled an affirmative. 

•' Thou we will rest ourselves yonder," 
resiiiiKHl Isabolla, |>ointing to a cottage^ 
tho wliito walls of which appeared 
aniongst tho tivos to the right, at the 
di^tanco of iorty yanls. 

Iiyiil]>h tcx)k tlie arm of Cyrus, and 
they bent their course towanls it. 

"Now;^ 
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** Now,** Said Miss Stanley, smiling on 
danea, •' expect to see a riiral beauty. 
^SJannah Harrop was the belle of Ulls- 
"^rater befbre her marriage, wbicb only 
^took place about a year since. Her hus- 
Txuid is a yery industrious, worthy lad^ 
omd I apprebend she makes bim a bet* 
^ter wife than professed beauties gene- 
3ally do, when tbey move in more en- 
larped drdes.'' 

Hannah fully justified tbis eulogium. 
Her features vrere not only regularly 
beautiful, but wore an expression of in- 
telligenoe wbicb would never have been 
lodced fbr in one wbose life-scene was 
hud in a retirement and obscurity wbicb 
migbt well be termed seclusion. She 
carried in herarms a lovely infant of two 
months old, and looked -altogether so 
mild^ so innocent, and so interesting, that 
Idonea was charmed, but Lyulph^ Cy- 
ms thought, was more. 

Wberever apology, introduction^ so- 
oial chat, or casual, desultory conversa- 

tion^ 
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tion, were requisite» fais poliflhed iitaii' 
next^ so weU inuved to \iße aad itsmodea^ 
were ever «ady and psoraiBent; Imt 
when they entered thk oottage, and 
his eyes rested on tbe fair rustic» a idow 
.r 1.«« ru.hed to hk ehe^^ 
whilst Miss Stanley, to wbom Haonab 
was well known, explakied that her coU' 
«in was &Aigaed with a long walk, and 
Hannah, Th an urbam^Lte t^ b. 
valued tban the most exquüote p<^te^ 
ness, inasmuch as it had goodoesa of 
beart loid aincaity for ita basis, fauaed 
berself to pvesent bim witb re&ethnaetiti^ 
bis eyes pursued ber round the iq^iart- 
ment witb sucb an expres»on aa eannot 
be defined ; it was ardent» it was tender, 
it spoke from tbe soul 1^ but no, Cyrus 
would not allow tbat it merited to de- 
rive its origin from thence. 

He seerned at lengtb to recoUect bhn- 
self» took the milk and oat-eake Gpobl 
ber band, tbanked ber witb bis wonted 

gpace^ 
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^(race, and duiing the half-hour tfaey sat 
^n the oottage» talked to her whii cheer* 
iul anknatiofk 

" Now is she not very charming ?"• 
^d Miss Stanley, when they had got to 
some difitanoe from tlie cottage. 

•* Tndy so," repUed Idonea. 

" I fittie expected to have seen so fine 
a woman in Cumberlland/' said Lyulph« 

** That," th<raght Cyros, " is a speech 
without refleetion,OF he neverwouldhave 
made it in the presenee of Miss Roke« 
by, whom he certainly admifes." Ly- 
ülph, be coneluded, ' thougfat so too, for 
he instantly chianged the topic of con-* 
Tersation, and no more was said on the 
'SutMecv* ' 

A few days after this, Lyiilph propou 
sed to his'brother and Cyrus a moming's 
Meeting, sayuag he feit himself strong 
enough for such an expedition. 

They set out with hope and gfee, but 
weredisappokited. Game wae scarce, and 
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after a circuitous and neärly 

ramble of three hours» they came within 

sight of Hannah Harrop^s oottäga 

'^ Yonder is the dwelling of IgabeHaV 
rustic fiiend," smd captain Brisoo; '^I 
am com{Hetely wearied, and will rest 
myself there ; and when you are tiied' of 
this useless pursuit, you can join me.** 

Without waiting for a reply, he swung - 
his gun across his Shoulder, whistled his 
favouiite Spaniel after him, and, with 
more alacrity than might have been ex- 
peeted, traced the päth to the cottage. 

There was not certainly any thing veiy 
extraordlriary, or any palpable appear- 
ance of evil in this; but Cyrus, eitlier ve- 
ry penetrating or very suspicious, had a 
notion there was; and could not belp 
thinking that Lyulph, who had choseu 
this road himself, had done so on pur- 
pose. 

He and Arthiu* wandered about two 
miles further, and then retumed to the 
cottage by another way. On their en- 

traiice 
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^^^ce tbey fbund its owners seated with 

^-■yülfrfi lyy tlie fire. Harrop was €xa- 

*^ning captain Brisco's fowling-piece, 

^*ld Teooiinting his own sporting ex- 

"^loits. Hannah, with her Infant in her 

Jap, was listening with smiling tender- 

iiess, and Lyulph, his head reclined 

back, and wearing a pensive expression 

of countenance, seemed half attentive 

and half abstracted. 

" Surely," thought Cyrus, " I injure 
Km ; he never can be villain enough 
to seek the destruction of such peace 
and happiness as reigns here. Yet that 
look the other day, and this visit — they 
cannot be mistaken." 

Captain Brisco, on the entrance of his 
fiiends, roused liimself from his medita- 
ting attitude, and joined in the convcr- 
sation which ensued, conceming hares, 
foxes, and otters, and Arthur proposed 
otter-hunting for the next moming's di- 
version. 

Lynlph and Cyrus agreed, and Har- 
rop, 
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ropi who was an adept in the sport, pro* 
mised to be of the party. 



CHAPTER XI. , 

The hunters were by the side of tbtf 
lake "when the beams of the tardy and J 
now-blunted sun first played on its Wal- 
ters. The hoar.fit)st still bound th 
grass, and the dew-drops hung on 
spray. The autumnal gale blew keen^ 
and sharp ; the kite and the fishing ea^ — 
gle, Startled from their prey» buffe^tedT' 
the air with their strong pinions ; and. 
those animals which man, in his merei- 
less rage for pleasure, häs marked out for 
the objeefcj of pursuit, retreated to their 
coverts ; the fox skulked in his ca%"e of 
fhe rock, and the hare sought her wont- 
ed shelter hi the thickly-woven futze 
and broom. 

Lyiilph 
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L«yulph and Cyrus prepared the boat, 
iv)Hlst Arthur and Harrop cheered their 
dogs, and soon roused an otter from liis 
soft, oozy bed in the bank. To liim the 
water was a congenial element, and fol- 
bwing the means taught by nature for 
bis preservatioD, he rushed to it The 
hunters pursued, and putting off froni 
the «höre, watched the moment when, 
and the spot where, he should rise to the 
liir&ce to take blreath. His dark muz- 
zle soon appeared, and Ly iilph, who hap- 
pened to be nearest, raised his arm to 
strike hhn ; but ardent for victory, he 
neglected his own ^ety, and the eon- 
sequence was, he over-reached himself, 
and was plunged headlong in the lake. 
His friends were Struck with constema- 
tion and dismay, aware that thougfa he 
was an excellent swimmer, he was too 
weak for that drcumstahee to be of much 
avail; but Cyrus yielding to the Im- 
pulse of the moment, jumped in after 
him, and at the imminent hazard of his 
VOL. I. L ovm 
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own life, assisted the efforts Iie made to 
save himself. Their «tniggle was ar- 
duous, but ultimately suoces^l ; they 
reached the sliore in safety, hut LyuIjÄ 
was so much exhausted tbat he oould 
only thank his preserver by an eloquent 
looky and a pressure of the band. 

On reachmg bome he was immedU' 
ately put to bed, and Mrs. Briseo^ widb' 
every genuine and fervent display aS 
l^ratitude to Cyrus, insisted tbat he 
should use the same precaution. A sur- 
geon was sent for, wbo bled tliem 
both, and gave every proper directicm ; 
but Lyulph continued scriously indis- 
})ose(l^ and Cyrus had taken a consider- 
able degrce of cold, so tlmt both were 
confined invalids to the liouse for seve- 
ral days. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brisco, Isabella,^ and 
Arthur, loved Lyulph with the tend^^t 
affection; and their acknowledgments 
of gratitude to Cyrus were proportioned 
to the strrägth of this attachment, whilst 

Lyulph 
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liyulph himsdf evincsed tbe most lively 

iQfise of oMigation to Dacre, who feit 

htße disposed to tske credit to himsdf 

^W what he had done ; but he could not 

Jb^^ thittking tbat lio one seemed to at- 

^^ch 8o litüe merit to the action »s Mm 

^^okehy. She descanted on the danger 

"^feiptMn Brisoo had escaped, fervently ex- 

her joy in his safety, and appear« 

to sympathize in bis sufferings ; but 

^^rhen bis deliverer was praised, she look^ 

^^ anotber way, and remained sÜent. 

" I no longÄ- possess the preferenee I 
^::>noe flatteröd myself witli," thought Cy- 
^*ru8; " but no matter." Lynlph, he 
t»uld not help thinking, was more than 
^er pointed in his admiration of Ido- 
ncft. True, it might be, that the cir- 
cUfl3St«ice of his being more at home 
ikmi ill-health and increasing shortness 
of day impeHedthe natural and habitual 
politeness of his temper to those little 
attentions which the too-sensitive heart 
öf bis ine»d thus eonstrued. Howerer, 

l2 the 
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the {)ensiye tone of his spirits iteemedJ 
daily to augment He firequently re — 
ceived letters from Lreland, and ejcpies^^— 
ed a streng wish to go thither» but 
medieal directors proinbited such a sl 
at present. He appeared to have for- 
gotten Hannah Han'op, for though 
husbcuid often called on him, he nevi 
took their cottage in either his walks 
rides. *^ I certainly formed a wroD| 
supposition on that point," thcught Cy^^ 

rus ; " yet that look "* and again k^ 

dccided tliat it could not be mistaken. 

The term of grace which had been sl 
lowed to Arthur was noAv expired ; and 
though most reluctant to leave his bit>> 
ther, he was compelled to retum to 
Glasgow. Idonea had protracted her 
stay beyond the period originally intend- 
ed, and her futher, tired of her absenee, 
wrote to name a day when he should be 
at Vv atcraiillock to escort her home. 
Dacre also inadc his arrangements to 
retum to Broughsm atthesame time; 

not^ 
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Höt, . he feit persuaded, because Idonea^ 
Vras leaving Ullswatcr;: no, he spumed 
the idea. But why should he linger 
■there when his friend h^ quitted ity 
änd when Mr. Crosthwaite, now per- 
^ecUy reoovered from his broken shouL- 
^, had wrote to teil him so, and to say 
•^t he wished to seef him without fur- 
ther comperendination, if that.could be 
evitated? 

• Threc days only had* now to pass be- 
hte the one named for Mr. Rokeby's 
aniyal» when Idcmea» Cyrus, and Ly- 
nlph, took an evening walk by the sidie" 
ofüielake. . 

The hour and the soene presented alf 
ihose lovely and pßculiar features of d^ 
dinii^ autumn which acoord so finely 
with acultivated mindand afeeling hear& 

The last rays of the sun> mellowed by 
/the evening dews, iUuiiiinated the rustie ^ 
easements of the surrounding cottages» 
jmd painted the distant mountains with 
9uch a beauty, ricbness, and variety of 

L S ooiouring» 
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oolouring, as spurn all effcntB oFdexiip^ 
tion. The sear and saddened copses 
were orily vocal with the ptaintiye notet 
of the redbreast ; for he alone, of tÜe 
timefVil choir of natnre^ Temained to 
warble the evening orison« 

Suddenly the noisy flight of a beron 
drew the attention of Briaeo and DaeN^ 
and led thcm to aome distanee, whilit 
Idonea soiight a nistic seat which waa 
oflen the boundary of her lamUes. 
Oyeijiead a lofty sycamore spread iti 
thick branches, now letaining only a fii» 
ded remnant of that fi^i^ which mat» 
tcd the moistened ground« The bke^ 
clear as a Venetian mirror, its mxrEatce 
not indented by the smaUebt motion of 
comigation, presented e^ery object juit 
described with an e£fect and predsiai 
which left leality only to be demon- 
»trated by the sense of feeixng — ^to that. 
of sight i^ appeared like the delnskmt 
of enchantment ; every fisature of the 
landseape was pesfißct and unmutüated ; 

the 
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Iietnilk retained its whiteness in the 
dil-poised pail of the milk-maid; and 
;he fiiint grey smoke of the evening fire 
rled frora the cottage tops. Thescene 
Inspiration, and Idonea, unable to 
:xesi5t the soft whisperings of the muse^ 
^penclUed the following 

Sonnet to the Shades of UUswater^ 

Elj9iutn of the North ! thy shadowy gi-oves^ 
Thy hüls rm^estic, and thy ieaf-strewn bowers, 
I Are scenes Idonea's peiisive spirit lovcs 

To liager tbron^h in tbese autumnal hours. 

• lor oldy iinletterM times tlie hunf er*s Ibor 

. Hat'pac'd these lofty cliffs and nivan shades ; 

Pwsiied the fleet-wing'd gBMPe, or timorous coot» 

Or track'd the wild deer tb the secret glades. 

^ Here chiefs oppo8*d^ and rival warriors bled ! 

The hold nioss-trooper bete conceal'd bis spoils^ 
'.^ And here has numy an exile's sorrowing head' 
Sought a sad refuge from life's carcs and toüa.. 

Ah ! so would T, might fate grant suoh «»lief^ 

Hete hide a bleeding heart pierc'd deep with many a grief. 

l'4 ••Make- 
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** Make those grieft mine, my chanri 

inpt aiigel,'' said a voioe dose to Idonea. . 

She Started in wild terror ; it was th^i 
voiee of Sibbald ! Surprised and 
fcnded bv this insolent intmsion, gh 
was bcginning to exptess her di^l 
Sure, when he prevented her by a rhap — 
sody of nonsense, uttered in bis bolcf 
wa}% and in a tone which seemed to inL- 
dicate that })e feit assurcd of not onl^ 
an attentive, but a willing audience. Tt 
expressed, or at least was int^ded to 
oxpress, bis admiration, what had been 
iiis sufferings in absence, and bis joy at 
tliis meeting ; but Miss Rokeby listened 
no longer than iwtil sbe could reoover 
from the first eöiotion of surprise; she 
then rep^lled the atteiupt he was ma- 
king to seize her band» and inquire^ 
with every token of displeasure, why 
her retirement was thus broken in upon? 
'^ "The presence of a friend is n^ever in- 
trusion, läirtdonea," he replied ; "the last 
time I enjoyed this bappi ness we were 

cnielly 
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^efly interrupted by that fellow Da^ 
^. Oh, I have much ta teil you about 

This unprovoked attack on the cha- 
lacter of Cyrus Struck conviction to the 
mind of Miss Rokeby, that the former 
leports of Sibbald coneemiDg him pri^ 
ginated onI}r in jealousy or malignity,< 
and, of oourse, were totally unfounded. 
With much of indignation in her man« 
ner, she said — ^\ Sir, I am convinced tnat 
you have done Mr. Dacre the highest 
ia|ustice, and,.as his friend, I shall deem 
k my.dufey to. acquaint Mr.Xrostliw^dta 
with ^" 

*' My charmmg angel,'* Sibbald began^ 
His manner alarmed Idonea, and she. 
screamed«. 

, Cyrus, whowas at no gxeat distance^ 
liiough he had not seen Sibbald, flew to 
the spot. Idonea. clasped his arm ; he^ 
drew her towards him, and while, by tUe^ 
«et^ he seemed to assure her of his pro- 
.^action, he stemly asked Sibbald why 

* L. ö Tic 
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he Vas thus terrifyiiig $mä i&^treBtxag 
Miss Rokeby>? 

" I am not aqcountable to you för my 
actione," he baughtily replied. 

Captain Brisoonow came np^ and henr- 
ing hi» last words, said — ^ But you t^wil 
be so to me, m, so far as coneema tlti» 
bdy, who, as the güest of my moCbera 
I am bound to defend ftom infFudi.*^ 

*tWho are ywt, sii»?^ ruddy ques- 
tioned SKbbald. ^ What,* he rejcix^, 
" twoagsonst one ? that is too bad." • 

Cynis naw took up the cause, mä 
telling Sibbald tbat bis behanouF wa^ 
not that of a gentleman, insisted that be 
should retire. 

^ Insolent seomldrd F shaB I da so at 
your biddihg ?" he exelaimed, and nüseä 
a stick which he hcM in bis band to 
$trike Dacre. 

' Idonea sbrieked, and ftüited in die 
arms of Lyuipb. 

Cyrus arrested tbe Wow, and wrest» 
ing the eane^mirthe hand of bis antft- 

' , gonisf^ 
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goiiist, first exercised it on the Shoulders 
of its owner, and then snapping it in 
t:wo, threw it into the lake; 

Sibbald, wrought up. tö a frenzy of 
passion, now challenged Cyrus to meet 
liim at seven nex^ moiviing, on the spot 
^v&ere . tfaey then were» vnth pistok and! 
a fiiend^ 

Dacre, too xnudi exasperated to Hstenr 
to reaaon, whidi might have pleäded 
that Sibbaldwaa beneath bis resentment». 
or to oonscience, which trauld ha^ told 
hkn that no provoeatioii can justify du- 
«Uing, aoceptedthe diallenge as readüy 
«rk waii given, and Bnsco pledged him- 
telf to be his second^ 

Ljulpbpossessed a heart by^no meanr 
4eaä to feeling, or hardened to the.finer 
«odötions of humanit^ ; but^ like inanj^ 
military meio, he thougkt imgle combat 
Ihe only taalaam fi>i wounded honouff.r 
Some however there are^ whc^ tbbngh 
iDuxed ta war u a profiesakiD^ and 96^ 
to tsäk of scexm pf öumiage 
li 6i and 
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and slaugbter as matters of course, yet 
tum with just abhorrence from tliis sa- 
vage and detestable violation of rdügioa 
and social order. 

Sibbald having thrown down tlie 
gauntlet in the manncr described, next 
thought fit to make bis retreat. Tbl» 
be ^vas secure of doing unmolested, for 
Brisco and Dacre were too mucb occu* 
pied with Miss Rokebj to attend to bis 
motions. Lyui^b supported ber, while^ 
Cyrua brougbt water fit>m tbe lakew 
with whieh they batbed her face and 
bands, and used such other ineasqies a» 
wcre calciilated to restore her ftculties, 
in whieh they at lengtb suoceeded. Her 
first glance was directed in search of Sib- 
bald. This Lyulph peroeived, and as- 
sured her he was no longer near. Re- 
vived by this assurance, and happily ig- 
norant, from the statc of inseüsibility 
she had been in, of the appointmart 
made for the next moming, she begged 
to be led bome. Her companions sooth* 

cd 
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^ her with every tender attention, and 
^acfa presented an arm« As they waHcied 
on« 8he feit it due to herseif to de- 
scribe the way in wbich she had been 
surprised by Sibbald, suppressing, how- 
ever, all mehtion of what he had said 
(x>]ioeming Dacre. 

Her fiiends, aware tliat her spirits 
Were already too mueh agitated, would 
. scarcely allow her to give the narrative^ 
^Ut led the discourse to other subjects. 

The evening was dosing fest, and they 

'^ad nearly reached the house, when thejr 

y^ere vMt by a boy who assisted Qamyp 

^^ the business of bis farm. He address- 

^^ capüdn Brisco, md telling him^ in 

^is rustic dialect, that he had been to 

^^e house to seek bim, drew bim aside» 

M^d pulling a letter from his bosom, put 

^ % into bis band, at the same time saying 

^ometfaing to him in a low vcHce. 

Miss Rdkeby and Dacre mechanically 
^Ktoppied at a short distanee to wait for 
^h^ oompanion» Thou^^ it was nöw 

dusk> 



230 BROTJGHAM CASTLfi. 

dusk, Cyrus had a perfect view of !L;^ 
ulph's features, and deaily saw tfaat ^^ 
he perused the letter, they expressed ü 
very powerfiil degree of emotion. 

Fainful to the well-regulated mind af 
Cyrus was the comnsentary which lie 
read on this. Harrop, h« knew, im 
gone to a fair in the Tieinity c^CaiüsIe, 
fixnn whence he eonld not retum befeie 
the foUowing erening. His wife was | 
at home, and most probably alone. 

CoiToborating testimony is, in au- 
cases^ allowed its due weight ; and when 
Brisoo^s fbrmer Visits to theif oottage, 
and that look which Cyrus eould never 
forget, were eomlnned with the preaffit 
drcumstonoe, he thought it wöuld not 
be a breach of charity to suspect, but of 
^mmon sense to doubt, that the papcr 
now in Lyulph's band eontained an as- 
signaticm; and he feit pained to the 
soul, that such a mind as that of Absod 
should be enslayed by the mocFt cmnnMl 
«nd detestaU^ pMdons> and yet ro(»e 

that 
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that to much beauty as Hannah Hanrop 
}K>S8essed, and so much innocence as 
ihtely distmguished her, should have he« 
eome his victim. 

Liyulph, when he had read his letter, 
seemed at onee to depart firom that po- 
lished goodrbreedmg which marked his 
diaracter, and which, at any other time^ 
would oerfannly have prompted him ta 
attend Idonea home. Tuming hastily 
toher, he said in a hurried voice— -'^ My 
dear Mis&Rokeby^ I am sure your good<» 
Hess will efXjcnßeme; a particular fijend 

of mine is now "* Here he suddenly 

dieeked himself» and tfaen sotgöined — 
* wiflhes to see me immediately. Mr» 
DMve will attend you.'* Then widiout 
waituig her reply, er in any way notio« 
ing Cyrus, he slightly bowed, and with 
mort alacrity than his fiiends had seen 
Um use sinee his plunge in die hke^ 
sjnrang over a stile, and took the neaiest 
paith to Hannah's dwelhng« 

Cynia shuddevsd aa he tbouf^t tf 

Hanrop, 



232 BROU6HAM CASTLIT. 

Harrop, while Idonea's pure mind fotor«^ 
ed no conjecture to the disadvantage q( 
any party, bat thought the letter wa* 
from some gentleman with whom . Ly- 
ulph was acquainted. 
• Left thus alone with Dacre, a pause 
of silence ensued. She could not addresu 
a sentence to her lover, and Cyrus sedi^ 
knisly repelled the Impulse whieh would 
have prompted him to dasp bis long* 
loved Idonea to his heart, and tö whis- 
per — ^^ Why is that confidence^ that af- 
fection I valued so highly, withdrawnr 
fromme;?" 

- Miss Rokeby at length feit her aitua* 
ti<m too painful, and resolyedto say 
something, but she happened to chpese 
a very unpropitious theme to break ^ 
leneewith. 

; ^ Don't you think captain Btisoo 
seenss very much recovered?*' she iur 
(^uired. . , 

*^ It appears so, if one may judge by 
the agility: with. which he iqould leap 
. . . that 
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•that stUe,** i'etumed Dacrr, with visible 
irony of manner. 

" •* Oh, how Cyrus is changed P' thought 
Idönea ; •* there was a time when he 
would have rejoiced in whatever good 
attended any of his fiiends; but now he 

is. grown so stem, so morose " Yet 

determined not to appear as if perceiv- 
ing any thing extraordinary in his mode 
of reply, she procecded to say— •" I re- 
joice, on his mother's account, that he is 
so ; she is dotingly fond of him, and he 
is truly an amiable character." 

" He is very fortunate in getting you 
to tihink so, Miss Rokehy,** replied Cy- 
rus, with a, ooldness so like contempt» 
that Idonea, unable to account for it^ 
feit it to her soul. An unwelcome tear 
asserted its right to flow, and no longer 
able to repress her feelings, she said in a 
fkltering voice — " Oh Cyrus, why is 
this ? why is the confidence which used 
to subsist between us on all subjects, 
and conceming every person, at an end ? 

and 
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md wh}^'' she added, with augmented 
emotion, " why am I Miag Bokeby, and 
no longer Idon^ea? Believe me I have 
never intenticmally ofiended you f^ and 
wTiile she spoke Bhe fdt humiliated by 
an internal convicHon that she had iH- 
jured Dacre by listening to the reports 
of Sibbald, for that he was entirely guilt- 
less of the heavy eharge of having boasi- 
ed of her regard. 

Cyrus woiüd have answered — ^* Why, 
then, did I onee hear you speak of me 
to Sibbald with such märked oontetnpt?'" 
and Idonea would have exonerated her^ 
^If by candidly rdlatbig all that Sibbald 
Jbad said, but they were now at the door, 
where Mrs. Brisco was looking out for 
them. 

" Where is Xyulph ?" she inquired ; 
.'^ Harrop's lad .was asking for him a lit- 
Üe while ago.** 

Cyrus feit as if the blood congealed at 
lüs heart. '^ Captain Brisoo met him, 
and retuxned with him, madam^" he re- 

plied; 
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^liedi '' a partieidiir Sn&oA, he sai^ 
fi^tied to see him directly." 

•^ Who can it be?" die rejoilifed. 

They had by this time entered' öie 
arlour, where supper was ready. 
. ". Come, come," Said Mr. Brisco, "we 
^ont wait for him ; he'II be here pre- 
mtly." 

They sat down to table, and half an 
Dur wore over. Idonea did not think 

necessary to mention Sibbald to the 
Iriscos ; but his behaviour, combined 
iih that of Cyrus during their walk 
ame, had so mueh affected her spirits^ 
bat she anxiously wished it were time 
D retire. ^ 

Supper, which was little honoured hj 
ay one but Mr. Briseo, was scarcely 
iver, when a heavy rain began to fall. 
tf rs. Briseo became anxiously uneasy 
önceming the absence of her son, and 
VBS on the point of dispatching ä ser« 
^ant with a great-coat to Hannah's cot- 
Bge, when a note was deürered to Cy- 
rus, 
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ras, which was brougbt hy Harrop's boy^ 
on horseback. It was written with a 
pendl, evidently in haste, and to the foK 
lowing effect :— 



'* My dear Dacre, a Tay inthnate 
firiend, as I told you at parting, is now 
with me ; and as the night is likely to 
prove wet, we shall remain where we 
are. Have the goodness to teü my mo- 
ther this, and desire she will not be un^ 
easy on my account. I shall be punc^ 
tual to your appointment in the mom — 
ing ; my pistols are entirely at your Ser- 
vice ; you will find them, loaded» in the 
left drawer of my bureau. 

Yours 'sincerely, 

L. R 

"P. S. Onsecond thoughtsyouhad bet 

ter call on me at Harrop's, lest I shouU 

be beyond the time.' 



»► 



Cyrus obeyed Üie directions contain 
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a. this note, and told Mrs. Brisco that 
ie had received a few lines from her son, 
irho requested she would feel no anxi- 
ty on lüs aocount, being, together with 

friend, detained at Harrop'^s, whcre 
bey should sleep. The badness of the 
reather recondled her to this step of 
laiyrdph's, but she wondered aloud who 
vsks with him. 

l^o one could form a conjecture on 
he subjeet, except Cyrus, and he, it 
vill readily be supposed, kept his to 
ümself ; but Miss Stanley said-*-^^ Surely 
t will be inconvenient to Hannah, {ot 
Harrop is not at home." 

Idonea, when she retired to rest, re- 
7olved the events of the day, and cheer-^ 
od by the light spirits of youth, found, 
or &ncied she found, more cause for joy 
than grief. She was eonvineed that 
what Sibbald had said conceming Dacre 
was fidse ; and from thence she inferred 
the possibility, she thought probabiHty, 
Üiat Dunning's stränge assertions on the 

subject 
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mA^edt of her parents weve fitke «Uo. 
Yety ala8 ! the reflection of a mcmient 
told her that she had little te Imild hope 
upon, for Cyms, it seemed evident, do 
longer loved her, and the positive, une- 
iquivocal words of Dunning rose to me^ 
mory with a force not to be repelkd« 



** Your nKyther, the wife of Mr. Rokebf, 
died the week which gave you birth 
and this fect either your father, or th 
lady who you have hitherto believed to 
be 3*^0^* parent, and who I undentand 
is called Mrs. Rokeby, will confirm, in- 
deed cannot deny." 

All she could resolve irpon was with 
regard to the latter point, to pursne her 
intenticHi of opening her heart to her fa- 
ther when she shoitld get home, and to 
teil him all that Dnnmmg had said ; and 
as to Cyms, she determined in her oim 
mind to take the eaiUest opportumty of 
foUowing up the advancefi she Irad id- 
ready made towards a recemeüistion. 
But, ah ! had Idonea known whither, and 

on 
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o^ w)iat enwid, he was going in the 
^^omiiig, how great would have been 
l^er flufferings ! 

The mind of Cyrus too was actively 

l>\jsy whibt waiting, tili certain that all 

tJic ftmily had retired to rest, that he 

Hiight «eareh for the pistols without ex- 

oiting Observation, which, hbwever, he 

iiriight easily do, the Chamber of Lyulph 

C«ts is common in old houses) commu- 

^iating with his own. Like Miss lloke- 

liy, he fdt very mueh disposed to avail 

V^imself of her overtures for an amnesty, 

5»d would have regretted the intemip- 

tion which had been given to tÄbir 

discourse by the tennination of their walk, 

had not the dreadful idea of what was 

to take place in the moming obtruded it- 

self, and with a groan of anguish he said 

mentally — " Oh! better is it that Idonea 

should tfaink me, as she now does, cold 

and indifferent, whether or not I possess 

her afiection, than that, attached to me, 

fls I believe tdie once was, »he should 
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See me, as I may be to-m(»Tow, horried 
to an untimely grave, or living with a 
consdence burthened by the we^ht of: 
blood." 

Then, unable to bear the sad {Acturen 
which bis imaginatioi) had drawn, hes 
endeavoured to persuade himself that: 
neither fre Vpuld take effect, or at mosti 
would terminate in one of the parties 
being sligbtly wounded; and. in that" 
case he resolved, immediately on hia re-^ 
tum home, to solicit the pennission 
Crosthwaite tö ask of Mr. Rokeby thi 
band of bis lovely daughter, i^ indeed 
as he now flattered himself he had onl 
fanded, she had not transferred her af^ 
fections to captain Brisco. 

From contemplations like these he 
was roused by the sound of twelve 
o'clock. He Started with surprise at the 
lateness of the hour» and hastily passed 
to the apartment of Lyulph, in search 
of the pistols. He could not reoollect 
one former instance of bis having par- 

formed 
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i:iess, but now an insupportable load of 
^uilt seemed to dog his footsteps. He 
jEbund the pistols according to direction» 
«nd cldM^ beside them lay the resem- . 
l>lance of Haimah Harrop» drawn by the 
tiand of Lyulph. 

Dacre, tliough he could not be sur* 

prised^ was shocked. He took up the 

Portrait, and saw that on the other side 

of the paper was a drawing of her resi- 

dence, with the beautiful scenery around. 

They were not, however, finished pieces, 

but rather seemft intended es sketchcs 

to copy fix)m. Cyrus threw tliem down 

in disgiist, though they could not give 

bim a stronger conviction of Brisco's 

guilt than he had before. " And this is 

the man whose life I saved," said he 

• mentally, whilst con^cience whispered— » 

" Arraign not his crimes, when in a few 

hours your own band may be embrued 

in blood." 

He closed the drawer, and retuniing 

VoL* !• M. to' 
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V --. •^- 

lo liis Chamber, threw himself iüto bed; , 
* not to sleep. At such a cri^s he could 
not hopeto find repose, but to weär away ^ 
the tune until he shou]4 
Sibbald. 
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CHAPTER I. 



^«#^#>»>r^>»^^«#^»#i#^^^ 



f^YRUS rose widi die ft^t dawn «f 
day to prepare for bis appointmenty but 
with litüe of oomposure, and less of ala» 
crity,didhemakehis prepajTatioiis; as cap* 
tain Brisoo was to be with him, hedeem« 
ed it unnecessaiy , in the event of bis fall« 
ing, to leave bebind bim any written tes- 
timony conceming bis quarrel with Sib« 
bald, aware tbatLyulph (bowever ligbtly 
he might feel incUned to tfaink of liim 
in some respects) would doample justice 
to bis character. A beavy load öf anx- 
lety and dread buhg on bis spiiits, yet 
. . VOL. II. B n^ 
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not of that sort whicb is connected witb 
Cöwardice ; to it he was a stranger; but, 
educated in the strictest prindples of re- 
ligious awe, he feit such a sense of guilt 
attaehed ta hkr cofidüct^ that* "he dttrst 
not yield a moment to reflection, and 
dressing himself as fast as possible, he 
put the pistols m his pocket. The mom- 
ing was wet andgloomy; and knowing 
that captain Hriscp was without his great- 
coat, he took it on his arm. A groan of 
tegpeh^barft fi^omhi» hasrt^ ak äicfo«» 
9il^ the liiwn' he lookedl up afe Idonm's 
chEimbeivwihdaww-*^^ €ruid mu'-om^ maisi^ 
ter!" sadd.a.Toife^afffae passedoutalsrthe 
gpto«— it wafr old Giraham^ >fr« Bkisoc^ 
hitod 

Cyrus retumed the salkitationv bat he 
shuddered as he mentaUy idghedr«^^^ Ob^ 
wh^t good can« attend me !" 

^Bd and depressing wa& eVei^y vestige 
of tibe wianing yeaf ^, the blast Uew keen: 
and hoUow^ anda^showerof faded^leiBiret 
whisttod round the faead of Dacre, attd 

feU 
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fdH thidb in hqr poCh; In the j^cesenf 
dtate of the weather and of the roads^fai^ 
8]tNd ooahl not keep päc& ytifh Ifis 
i^heä, 4ind it was ne^ily half aflör mc 
vAim* Ire preseRted lihnsdf at Hdric^' 
daor. TUe itindoi'ir^shnttet^ werei doise^ 
aifld W^«R he' tried tiie htcH, it refuieA 
td 3^ieM; be: knocked, and iii aboat häff 
a tBMlte th? Toice üf cdptam Brisoo inv 
qtiiÄd^ '^ Whö iff thiere ?" 

Ojonas replied; and Lyufpb subjdiqfed' 
-;.•• I wiH be witfi ycra dkectly.'' 

■ He did not sufier him to wait long;* 
fdf iff sbont two minutes he opened the 
doOf^ hfilf dressed, and adtoitted hhn. 

ilDtfCre, as he entered the outer apart- 
menty threw bis eyes around» but saw 
no one but themselves ; he gave the sa- 
luftatioiy of tiie raommg m a low voice ; 
bikt b^eving what he did, he could not 
ja fit do violenoe to his feeUngs as to 
oflbr any stipfAagy on the score of giving 
dJflfetfbMfce;- bat merely sulyomed an . 

b2 Observation* 
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ob0ervatioii on the hadnessct ihe* treik 
iher. 

Lyiüph, in the same low ke^Tt rejdÜed 
that it was unfortunate^ and while he 
spoke» he opened the window, and Üaetk 
ioquired the hour; Cyrua told hinif--« 
^'Then we have no time to lose,", he 
whispered ; ^ I will fimsh dressing, dnd 
we will be off;" and thanking Dacre 
for bis attention in bringing bis great% 
coaf^ he went into the inner äpartment. 

Cyrus seated bimself near the door ; 
and if any lingering hope bad r^mained 
that Brisoo was not guilty, it was now 
entirely crushed; for bad any fiiend fimn 
Ireland been wiüi bim, surely such 
woiüd have appeaied« and so would Har« 
rop's wife. 

Lynlph remained a few minutes in 
the room ; during whieb, Cyrus heard 
him conversing with some person, but 
could not distinguish bis words, tili at last 
.he Said distinctly — ^< I will be back in 

an 
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an hour.'* He siibjoincd somcthing^ 
wfaich Dacre could not make out^ any 
more than the other person's reply ; but 
he could not help thinking that it was a 
feibale who spoke. 

Brisco now joined him, and tfaey went 
owti Lyulph took the aim of Cyrus, 
who Said—" We thought we had lost 
you last night; Mrs. Brisco was very 
uneasy tili the rain recondled her to 
your absence»'* 

His companion merely repUed — " It 
was unavoidable/'' and seemed much ab^ 
stracted^ 

Cyrus feit that he might, without im- 
propriety, inquire whether Harrop had 
letumed? 

Lyulpk ^nswered in fhe negative, 
and, afler a short hesitation, said, his 
wife slept at a neighboui?^s house ; and 
then, either accidentaUy or designedly, 
tumed the discourse to some public 
events, the detail of which served them 
tili they reached the appointed spot. 

B3 Sibbald 
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Sibbald was not there, but on oshsid^ 
ing their watches, they found it fobe 
some minutes within the time. 

BrisGo surveyed the ground, md 
pointed out to Dacre what he coDaider- 
cd the most proper Situation &gt their 
purpose; and then, as j£ the place fint 
farought Idonea to his recoUectioii, he 
asked Cyrus if she appeared» th^ praoe^- 
ing evening, to haverecovered the^sfiects 
of her fright ? 

He ans wered in the affinnatiFie— ^Hifl 
mind is deeply occupied by another cii- 
ject," thought Dacre, " or he would not 
have been so long in äsking Üiat ques« 
tion." 

I^yulph now announced that it wa^ 
scven o'clock, änd grew impatient fbr 
the appearance of the adverse party ; in 
this Dacre cordially joined. The air 
was piercingly oold, and they walked 
quickly about to keep themselves as 
warm as possible. Brisco again reverted 
to the topics he had been conversing 

abou) 
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ttbout before, and related sonie recent . 
^pdütißsl eirents, ii^hich had take^ place 
in Ireland, so minutely, that Cyrub 
-woorld hxve been tempted to believe he 
had indeed seeri some person from that 
leduntry, had he not been aware that h^ 
ahnost daily received long letters firom 
tbenoe'. Half an honr wore over, and 
L^riiljdbi lost aU patience,' a circumstance 
^nery nnusnal with hhn, for he was na^ 
turally of a sweet andplacid disposition» 
«id bad bome bis late sufferings ahnost 
withoutcomplaint^though they had been 
very severe ; first, in consequence of a 
"woiind in bis side, which was thougbt at 
iinrt to be very dangerous, and after- . 
wards, when bis illness was renewed by , 
falling into the lake. He execrated Sib- 
l)ald for a cowardly scoundrel, declar- 
ing that he did not believe he intended 
to keep his appointment; and Cyrus^ 
who now began to be of the sarae opi- 
üion, re-echoed bis invectives ; but be- 
ingby no means iiidmed to excuse bim 

£ 4 so» 
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SO cfaeaply, he proposed going to tbe 
next village (where he imagined Sibfaald 
to be) in search of him. 

" By no means," said Brisoo ; ** your 
honour is sufficiently vindicated without 
any such step ; there is no occasion to 
wait any longer/' 

They lingered^ however, neär the Spot 
imtil eight o'clock, when no fiirther 
chance remaining, Lyulph made a mxh 
tion to depart» and Dacre acqiüesced. 

" I must retum to Harrop's," said Brisr 
CO ; " Dacre, will you have the gooduess 
tc teil my mother that I am obliged to go 
\ about twenty miles off, but shall oertain- 
ly be back to-morrow evening, and 
sooner, if possibly I can." 

Cyrus, of coärse, promised obedience ; 
Lyulph requested to have his pistols, and 
having received them, they shook hands» 
and parted. 

" What conclusion can he suppose I 
will draw from all this?" thought Dacre^ 
as he turned away ; ^* sui;ely, if bis under- 

Standing 
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söfflding was ftot blinded by passion, he 
would think it seemed very stränge ta 
me, that, havmga fiiend atHarrop's» he 
should neither mention that firiend, nor 
ask me to go back thither with him to 
breakfast, on such a moming as this^ 
when we might be there in little more 
tlian half the time I can be at bis fa* 
ther's;* 

Dacre, when he reached the house^ 
dkanged bis wet garments before he en- 
tered the parlour; at that early period, 
and in those remofe regions^ breakfast 
Was abeady over* 

^ I thought you had been with Ly- 
ulph, Mr. Dacre," said Mrs. Biiscoi in x 
tone of anxiety* 

* He replied that he had seen captaih 
!^scOy subjoining the message ke had 
ecimmissibned him to deliver. 

- ** Twenty mfles off,", she re-echoed,. 
•*in his stateof healtb! and in suchwea^ 
ther r while all the anxiety of a moüier 
^poke in her face. 

BS •* Who 



«»"VVho »s with him, ^yTUs?" M|i 
Brisfipinftuir^ 

Pacre, withput )iesitatipn, ^E^l^^.^ 
that he did not kw)w, 

*' Wky, have you no^ b^ea^a^t^ wik 
him ?" asked Miss Stajoley, iQi a 1;one of 
surprise. 

He smilingly aiisiw^]:^ 4 — :* ■ No ;** sind 
she Started up to make breakfast £n[ 
him. 

JS^r. and ]V[r$. i^risi^ woj^^l^re^ Qgaiil 
and again who coylj^ be i^rith t^^ soi^ 
and at last copdu^de^ it mujEit hß mmß 
gentleman from Ireland. 

Cyrus was op the point o£ ^oecl^i« 
cally say ing— " I suppose so ;" but reeiq]^ 
lecting that he supposed no Süf^ tJ^ioß 
he would npt ut1;er so positiv^ % £^|}«e- 
hoo^, but remsuned silent 

Mr. Brisce, bpwey^^ retorq^^^ ^ tlfH, 
point with a piain questi^»a^ — ^^' Did Ly- 
tüph say nothi^g to yiou if^hp it ift C^ 
rus?" 

" No, sir," he replie^ ; ^ feafc h^ Mid 

repeatedly 
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lepeatedly that he wauld be at homeby 
to-raorrow evening at the latest» dfid yott^ 
urill theii hear firom Minsel£" 

Id(»iea lK>w eRtered the tootür and 
Cyrus met a smile of tender welcoiäeF 
Brdm hef lovely BpK r he animered it 
with a cortespanding one^ aftd feit hisP 
heart thriU wHh te$tSasf fhat he was ik^ 
honger esrtMUged &üm: that i^gaid tvhicb 
was the mögt valued blessmg of higlife. 

^ XHd Lyulph appear wdl> Mr. X}a^ 
^re 1^ Said Mub* Brisca 

'* Pef föctly ö^s** be replied ; •* I 'h&t& 
itetter Seen Mm took better f andfeeling" 
that he miitst sny mcM thanr he had yet 
doDe, he laMeä — ^ Captain Brisco and I 
had proRtised ta see a g^ntleman oa lyvU 
ikiesi» tMs movnüig; and a» 1 Ibiew be 
bad HO great-eoot, I tocrk one ivitb me ' 
tö Hanrofi'9 ; sd that you s^ee, my deäe* 
imrthm, he m e<^pped£cir bis jouviiey ito 
Oittt poiiit.!' 

These w^s, in sdtne degiree, ealme^ 
liu^i^aa andtsatnfied the wcradev ^f M^./ 

B 6^ ^ and 
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aiid Mrs. Brisco, who soon after quitted 
the room. 

Miss Stanley» probably thinking that 
her absence was desirable» did not remain 
long afler them ; and Dacre, left alone 
with Miss Rokeby, so well improved the 
titne» that every shadow of distrust and 
misunderstanding between him and bis 
beloved Idonea was obüterated ; on the 
subject of Sibbald Miss Rokeby was per- 
fectly candid ; and Dacr^ though exas- 
perated by bis base malignity^ &It that 
he was an object beneath contempt ; of 
Dunning she said nothing; delicacy 
sealed her lips on that point ; whikt Cy- 
TOS, on bis part, never mentioned Ly- 
ulph, for he would have scorned to in- 
jure him witb any of bis friends by 
breathing Ins own sus^Hcions to his ^s- 
advantage; on every other topic they 
were wholly unreserved. Mr. Bziaoo 
was out, Mrs. Briseo busy, and Isa- 
bella kept away on purpose so long, that 
mhen she re-entered the room> she lal- 

lied 
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Ij^ed them with an assertion that their 
c^onversation had lasted from breakfast 

tili dfainer-time. 
. The foUowing day was the last which 

tlie lovers were now to pass^ with their. 

^mds at Watarmillock. The badness 

of the weather increased, and Mrs. Bris^ 
Qo was miserable on her son's account; 
but Cyrus, happy in the recovered smiles 
of Idonea» had ceased to bewilder his 
brain with Lyulph and the Harrops. 
. The family was seated round a social 
fire, about tbree in the aflemoon,. listen^ 
ing to the wild winds which roared in 
the fbrests, and the loud billowsof the 

'lake as they burst on the shore ; Mrs. 
Brisco Casting many an anxious glance 
at the sky ; Idonea wishing to-morrow 
might prove more favourable for her* 
father's joumey to Watermillöck^ aiid 
anücipating with tender deUght her xe- 
tum to her beloved home ; and Cyrus, 
chmrmed with the present» and aegard^ 
kss of the future— when the door open- 

ing. 
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ingf Lyulph entered. He looked pale 
. and &tigued, and the State p£ bis boot»; 
sufficiently prodaimed tbat Ke hm in- 
deed just retumed from a long croiss- 
cöuntry nie. 

His mother met bim with blended 
iendemess and anxiety, afiectionately in- 
quiring how he did, and where he had 
been? 

He smiled languidty, and in a ßmv 
unhesdtating tone replied, that l>e had 
been at Whitebaven ; but his voiee be- 
trayed that he laboured under a seveie- 
cold. 

Cyrus fete pained, conscibus that he* 
had too probably caugbt it while wait» 
ing in the wet for Sibbald, and was du«- 
bions. frhat to conclude from bis plain^ 
declaration of the place to whieh he had 
joumeyed. 

Captain. Briseo iiieny with h» wonted 
politeness, addressed himself to Mi» 
Rokeby, and ij^quiied aftev her healtb. 

^ You have got eold> Boy dea»sti Ly- 

ulph," 



^ilph,** »sali Äfci. Briijeo ; *^ lv>w coiild 
^ou be so icjpra^^^^ ^ tQ go &om home^ 
in such weat]ii^r ?" 

He replied tbat he could not avoid it, 
being obliged to aeeompai^y st, fiiend 
who canxe over oa very particular busi- 
ness. 

His fether now plßinly inquired the 
gentlemaii's name, , and Lyulph, iu a 
mild bat d^ter^oned tone of Yoice, re- 
plied that he was not at liberty to Hien» 
tion it. 

No (mß coxjidi puiisuie the aubject fiur-^ 
ther ; and aller a pause, captaui Briaceb 
adde4 »niHng on Miss Stanley-r-'^ Your 
fnend Hannuh wßffi sq good as to give 
up, her bed ^ us» and I set her thäeoi^hi 
th? ü^i?» with Yißx m&nt wrapped iq>» ta 
9 iK^ighhour's house, where she sli^f 

There was sometbing in the expreau 
sion of Lyulph's countenance, wben be 
Ut1s0i^ these words, which Cjrrus^ with 
ßJOi: ti^ Penetration he gave himsetf cre- 
dit &€, eould not translate ; theie waa a 

degree 
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degree of candour, of innocedbe, whicb 
could only be feigned by Jlie greatest 
hypocriteuponearth; but it wasblended 
with visible emotion, and bis cheek was 
tinged with that sort of faint glow wbich 
usually bas its source in the heart He 
now retired to adjust bis dress ; wbeii he» 
retumed to the parlour, he drew a chair 
near Cyrus, and asked bim, in a whisper^ 
if he had heard any tliing more ci Sib- 
bald? 

He replied in the negative» and Brisco 
bestowed on bim such an epithet as bis- 
eowardice merited. 

Lyulph's Indisposition uicreased as the 
evening drew on. He complaüied of 
weariness and of pain in bis bead» andf 
yetired immediately after supper; as be 
passed Miss Stanley, C3nrus heard bim* 
say, in a kxw Yoice — ^* Has Harrop beea 
here torday^ Bell ?^ 

To which sbe replied in the negative. 

Captain Brisco slept ill, and was much 
worse in the moming. He had a soie 

tibroat^ 
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throat, attended witb fever and consi« 
derable pain in the right side — ^that 
Tvhich had been wounded. His mother 
sent early for a medical person^ who pre^ 
scribed rest, perfect quiet^and proper re- 
medies« Mrs. Brisco enforced his obe- 
dienoe to tbese directions, and he sub^ 
nutted^ requesting, however, to see Mr. 
Rokeby wfaen he arrive^ and that Cy« 
ms would pass as much of the day with 
him as he oould* 

The moming rose serene and pleasant; 
the sky was dear, and a brilliant sun 
ülumined the lake. , Dacre» afler he had 
hreakfasted» walked to Harrop's» to bid 
him adieu. He was in good spirits, and 
Hannah looked as lovely and as innocent 
as ever, as she nursed her little boy . One 
of Harrop's first inquiries Was, whether 
captain Brisoo had retumed ? 

Cyrus replied in the affirmative» and 
subjoined the Information that he was 
fer from well ; he expressed himself very 
much concemed at this intelligence, but 

added 
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added üiat he did not wondcrat it» lit 
State of tiie weatfaer and imbds liehig 
such as could not &.Ü to fetigue him 
greatly m travelfing to die dirtimee of 
Whitehairen and Inck again. 

Hannah also spoke her meed of n^oet; 
witii eveiy genuine <ü<^lay ^ faumuaty 
and friendly Meeting, tut eeclBuily no«^ 
Üiingmore. So far all looked weH ; but 
neither mentioned tibe staranger who had 
slept with Brisetf ttt theh* honse^ aaar e?en 
gave the leaat hint conoermng him; and 
Cyrus tiiqught that oandour itself oould 
not oensure the inferenoe he drew; Tix. 
that none such had been there. He 
thatted with th^n afaout half an hom; 
and on his return went up to aee Lyi^ 
ulph. 

Miss Stanley was sitfing by his bed^ 
he did not appear to be any better» \nA 
was supporting his ilinete with his wont- 
ed patience, and looked cheerful when 
Cytixs told him where he had been. He 
asked how the Harrops did, and pusfaed 

hi& 



HtoneuELAif castus. 19 

hiB inquudes dbaut what they said to the 
utmoet verge that good-breeding would 
allow. When Cyrus's äpproadiing de* 
porture was talked of, he said — *^ I veri^ 
much regcet that I shall lose your so* 
«äety, D^cre, but I shall leave England 
as socm as I feel myself tolerafaly reeo^ 
vered ; and if ä summans £rom Ireland 
diould arrive, I will be off, well of ill, in 
epen vif^ation of id31 doctor FaweB% 
rales aad oideis.^ 

^* You mxAf would not be so india^ 
Gveety^ said M»s Stanley. 

^^ Nay, Bdl,** he re]^ied, ** you faare 
fio T€aso[n to peproaeh me on the score of 
faidiscretion ; for had I not feit yasteiday 
that I had caugbt a seyj^tüe oold, I shouid 
indulntably have gone over to Ireland^ 
as 4:here is a person there I aidenliy and 
anxk>u8ly wish to see." 

^ The lady of your love,** s^d Isa^ 
bella« 

'* You are out fbr once, my &ir 90^-^ 
raiy" he i^tumed ; *^ &>t I solßmnly and 

positively 
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positively assure you» thatit is not one 
of your sex." 

The expression of his countenanoe^ 
when he uttered these words» was ex* 
actly that which he had wom the ^ped^ 
ceding evening when speaking of Han-^ 
nah Harrop. 

Dacre knew not what to make of i^ 
but his head was certainly a soil fertUe 
in suspidons ; a new one now sprang up 
in it. He recoUeeted that Arthur iised 
to rally his brother on his attachment to. 
the Catholies ; surely» if any person fram 
Ireland had indeed been with Lyulph, 
it must be an agent of that party whose 
name was thus sedulously conceaLed ;. if 
this were the case, then Brisco was guil« 
ty of treason ; but Cyrus^ repelled thq 
idea, and severely blamed himself fiir 
thus, though only in his own nmid, ar^ 
raigning him of one foul crime after ano- 
ther^ without having any ground of cer-p 
tainry to build liis opinion upon ; but 
blinded by that self-delusion too com- 
mon 
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fnon to US ^ he did not see that all this 

ori^nated only in jealousy ; for had he 

not, in the first place, feared that Brisco 

was attadied to Miss Kokeby, he would 

sever have watched his aetions with 

timt rigid 3crutiny which had yielded 

^ood fiiTBUcii surmises. His apprehen- 

sions on that «xxe were now lulled to 

deep by hin own reoonciliatic^ with Ido- 

nea; and tibred of suspecting Brisco, he 

ahut his mind to the remembrance of 

Hannah Harrop^s picture, the looks of 

Lyulph, the female voice he was well 

assured he heard, and every other du- 

bious ckcumstance, and yielded him- 

seif to tliat affectionate esteem he was 

veiy much indined to feel for him ; in- 

deed it was impossible to know Lyulph 

Brisea without loving him, for his dis- 

Position was so sweet, and his manners 

so polished, that he appeared one of the 

most periect of human beings. 

Mr. Rokeby arrived soon after eleven 
oScIock ; his daughter met him with de- 

light, 
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ligiit, and he fek re|GSced tkat she wa» 
retutning to bis fbesUe ; fof he häd 
only been once to see her düring^ her 
abode at WatertniUock. The oor^ 
smile and kmd pr^ssorb of tHje hand 
with which he gr^eted Cyrus, the hMet 
considered as happy angurietfer the raiC 
he intended to prefer. Mr. Rökeby vi- 
sited Lyulph, and sat with him halfaii 
hoiir; he was much oonoerried fixr U» 
Indisposition, and ootisiderately redaied 
Mr. and Mrs. Brisco's firiendly entzea- 
tics that he would stay all night, aware 
that at snch a jnncture any addition to 
tlie femily must be inccmvenient. 

Lyulph asked Cyrus to ride over fie- 
quently to see him while hie remained 
at home, which he readily promittd; 
and they parted with expresMcms of 
friendship, which had every appeaittlce 
of being.gentiine on both sides. . 

The trayellers bade adieu to tbeir 
ficiends iinmediately after dinner, Mr. 
Kokeby purpoäng to call at Biou^xfiü 

Castle, 



Ite haar; and the weather, were sdike inP- 
«kiiig;! Kirver had Mcmea and Cyrus 
ÜBlt mow puarely and exquisitely ^how 
dtar tbe' society of eateh was to tbe crther^ 
^Miile Mir. Roioeby tcx^iio pains to (fis^ 
gaise fto» eitbet that be saw, partkci- 
pted in, and. &A not di6apppo»9id, theif 
flenthnents: every ol^eet conspiredto 
ttnder the liMfe joumey pleasaht; the 
nm, far sfaort o£ hi» summeir counse^ wa» 
mtiring behind the ample shad&ofSkidi 
dttw^ whose smnmit yet retained the fah 
ness of d^, white the Hngefing mys ih 
lamined Üxe nearer mountains, and re^- 
flected stich a beauty, lichness^. and di- 
lersity öf colouring> that imagination, 
il^it attempted to form them, Woctld fsM 
fmAoTt oß the reality ; the woodi^ no lon^ 
gar either vemal or vocal) shed a ^oom 
sm-soft, SD plesahigi that Idonea feit its 
influence extend to her sotil;' every-ves»^ 
tilge of the krte storm lud sttbsidi^:; tlke 
Uie w«» stsSUamidieaivand the Eamont, 
I which 
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which fthey crossed at Pooley-bridge, 
looked sweedy romantici with its etca- 
^'ated banks, and its sbades varied with 
every tint of autunm ; the catde were 
retuming itom pasture to yield their 
eveiÜQg milk, and the nutic fenoe of 
every little farmhold they passed wai 
rieh with the bounties of Ceres, stcxed 
and secured against the dq^redations of 
4q>{NX)aching winter. Söemes like these^ 
so finely in miison with taste and fed- 
ing, took from the way allof tedious» 
ness or fatigu^; and when the party 
reaehed Brougham Castle, Miss Rokeby 
and Dacre looked gay and hlooming in 
health and spirits. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crosthwaite met them 
at the gate ; they received Mr. Rokeby 
in a way consistent with the fiiendship 
they had always professed for him, and 
eaeh in their own style ccmiplimented 
Idonea. 

Frudence, mth a kiss, said she was glsd 
to see her luik sae bluimen ; and Cadmufl» 

ivith 
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'vvidL ooe of -fais dignified bows, asked 
permisfi^ to congreet Miss Rokebjv 
«nd obsery ed tfagt it oould not be deem^ 
.ed a postulatufiQ to assert that tbe air of 
XOUwatar liad- boesa influentialia increas- 
ing the floridity of her comp^^esdon. Cy- 
xm they boäi w^eomed witb ^videut 
:{i]efl6iire; Fnid^noe dedared tjsiat t' hou«e 
Jbadbeen imething Uke itsell wudout bim; 
and Cadmus rejoined with a grin — ** It 
Ib ¥eiy true, -Cyruf ^ webave bad naetinng 
int kdiTyinatio» in cöi««quence of your 
xxxmperendinatioa.'' Nordidtbesewoi:ds 
iPonYef to Cynus tbe only assurance of 
tbe pleasuie bis return gave to Cros- 
thwaite. He regarded bim witb look^ 
expressive of «ich pride aad triumph«s 
he bad never be^re displayed. Tbe par^ 
tiality of Frudence was wbat it bad ev^ 
beeii-*4bat of a £bnd motber, or at least 
of one who bad. been such to this inter« 
«sting youtb fipm bis earliest cj^ldbood; 
hat tbat of Cadixiais was soaoudt bey;pnd 
. TOL, IL c i^hat 
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what he had hitherto suflfered to appeij^^ 
that it nearly sunounted to exultation. 

Mr. Rokeby could not fail to perceiye 
this, for when Cyrus was at a distance, 
he happened to say to Cadmus, in a low 
voice — " What a fine young fellow Da- 
-cre is !" to which he replied, m a tone as 
if he thought his friend did not do 8U& 
cient justice to the merits of his fiiVQurite 
— « He is that, I think.'' 

Mrs. Crosthwaite's choicest and 'best- 
fiavoured wines, her richest milk and 
butter» and whatever ^e tiiey 'thought 
tvould be aceeptable to their guests, was 
presented, and graced with-acordial wel- 
come. As the evening was fine, and the 
moon at its meridian, they were not in 
such haste to pursuetheir joumey as un- 
•der other circumstances they would have 
been, but sat conversing, a cheerful and 
happy little party. Happiness, alas! 
hangs on a fragile thread ! 

Mr. Rokeby observing that Cynis ad- 

jdressei 
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;dredsed something to Insdaaghter ina 
«oft whisper, isai^ to Cadmus, with a 
«nile— " I see, Mr, Grosthw^te, these 
young folks of ours will steal a wedding 
fiome of these days, without either you 
or I being eonsulted.^ 

With cold formality Crösthwdte re- 
pHed — '' I hope they will never so far 
abberrate from the principles they bave 
been embued with as to dii^ensate their 
bands surreptitiously.'* 

Ffu'd^nce laughed so immoderatäy 
4hat it was some moments before she 
Could utter a :syllable ; when she reco^ 
•yered voice suflSciait, she said — ** Now 
rse suir. Cadmus, thou's like aw auld folk 
— 4liey forget 'at ever they were young 
theirsells ; (MdnH; thou and I gang to 
Peerith an* get narried, wi|hout sae 
mickle as saying a word to my father ?*• 

** Pradence," said Cadmus, in his tes^ 
ty way, " that is all stultiloquänce ; you 
i«nd I had arriv^ at that tempestive 
4ime of life which confeiy immediacy; 

CÄ of 
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of eowMSf we were not iaooountable to mf 
i»nei but the case is widely dijBferent widi 
ishildren m their teens, and fotr them to 
^«Bter into an indestructible engagement 
18 Y€ff Tituper able, and what I would 
never nictate at." 

" WtA then, peer &3lj things» let 
ifaem benany't wid free leave of a' pai%^ 
tJjelüi,'' taid the goodrnatured IH^denoe:; 
^ üft faoidi may Mt lang or owther findi 
seck anudder.'' 

*^ You make qnite an aposeopeais of il; 
PrudeoceT fioul Oosä^waite ; ^* ham- 
erer» I do not need any such to embue 
me with a proper «enae of t*he merits of 
jtüss ßokeby ; I appreciate them higUy; 
IMitber, wiA .laespect to her a»d Cynis, 
40 I niakt any pi^lation of one heiate 
übe othcr ; their long propinquity hm 
doubüeas produeed mui^ual estoem ; ai 
friende^ and he pronounoed the word 
With em;«ha9i(S, ^ Cynis may be aUowed 
to aiiuffislate to Miss Rok^y, and A|m 
Bdkdsy to aisjoultate toCyrus; Jbut{N»» 

.' sitive 
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sitiTe loid binding engagements üre not 
to be entered into withöut comperendi-' 
flation, and are therefore to be evitated^" 

An expressive and certainly justifi- 
able shade of displeasure passed over the 
tesLtwtes cf Mr. Rokeby — " So faar our 
setitiments exactly correspond," be re- 
fllied ; f* such engag^ments must not in« 
cteed be rashly formed; for tbough I 
am tenderly anxious for my Monea'» 
ka^pnesB. and wo«id mak« many «am- 
fioes to promote it, I i^oiiM never sufiep 
ner fä ccmtract a ünion for liife uht3 
€very n^stenous or ambigüous circum- 
staiice wm «itirdy and satisfactorily 
deared up,** 

Cadmus dryly replied — *^ On that 
point also we can have no divarication, 
«r; I too would use my utmöst powers ot 
ifefrenation with my ward until such elu- 
cldatioh was made where I might see it 
to be equineeessary ; I mean naething 
discourteous, my dear sir ; I eberish tbe 
faighest respect for you and yourfamily; 

c 3 but 



>s-^- 



SO BROUGHAM CASTLR 

tmt a matter of this nature lequires deep 
and mature ponderation/' 

Mr. Kokeby rose £rom his seat as he 
replied with quickness — ** No,. sir, it re- 
quires none. For you, my dear Dacre,' 
he eontinued, eordially pressing Cyrus's 
band, " I shall ever entertain the ■ an« 
cerest esteem ; 1 believe yoii aipe worthy 
ofit; but you andidonea musth^oce« 
forth be sta»ngers." 

'* Oh no» no ! recall ihat sentenoe» m^^ 
dearest sir," sidd Dacre, with wild ener^ 
gy ; but Mr.: Rokeby drew the band cxl 
Idonea within his arm, andbidding Mrss, 
Crosthwaite good night, with every ex- 
pression of kindness, he hastily quitted 
the Castle; 

Prudence, exasperated by her hu*^ 
band^'s Strange behaviour, muttered— 
" Suir, Cadmus, the deuce is i' thee." 

Crosthwaite, with mueh formalityi 
attended his guests to the gate ; Idoneft 
and Cyrus, overwhelmed by a blow not 
less cruel than unexpected, had oviy time 

to 
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to exdiange a pressure of the band and 
a sigh. 

Nature looked as lovely as she had 
done befbre the travellers rested at. 
Brougham Castle ; the purple flush of 
evening was exchanged for the silver ra- 
diance of lAoonlight— 

** StreamiDg mild 
OVr the skyM mouatain to the sbadowy vale.*^ 

But not so the bosonr of Idonea ; sad 
was the transition its tiiiobbmg mmate 
had made from joy to angakh^ &om hope* 
to despair ; she heard not with her wont-' 
eid delight the long-known and assod- 
sted soünds of the village as she drew 
Beaf her eherished home» nor did she 
feel the least oessation of suffering tili 
she wept on the sympathiziiig bosom of 
her mother; while Mrs. Rokeby, with 
a degree of resentment she deplored, but 
could not blame^ related the insuH he 
iiiad received from Crosthwaite- 

... f 
c4 CHAP- 
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"Oh! why," said Cynwj with ff/bcrnkg, 
emotion, addressing Crosthwaite the 
inoment the gate was dosed upoh theur 
guests, " why, when Mr. Rokeby, with 
i kincbüessbeycnd wfaät I had daied tk> 
bope ü)Tt evüsoeä kis wilKngiwte» fo he^ 
stow oi>ine the &hst, the niosC y tfaiedf of 
hlessmgs, da I find hit generali» inteB^ 
tionft crushed, and hh goodnes» so itt 
^^piuneduited by one from whom^ aar I had 
llitherto expeneno&d nathing bot um- 
fbnn kradness, so I flattered myself I 
sbould never meet an^ other?** 

** CymSy.'^ he repfied» in a tone not 
angry,. but strikingly stem and solemn 
-— •* I desire you to take notier onoe tat 
all, that I will have no stentorophonic la- 
mentations on this subject ; if you have, 

without 
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without my concurrence, hnpignorated 
your aifections to Mr. Rokeby*s daughter, 
you have acted very vituperably ; if this: 
be the result of the drcumibraneous Hfe 
you have lived of late, I regret that I 
ever accorded my sanction to' your go- 
ing to Wj^termillock ; however, as I da 
not mean to have recourse to any tergi-. 
Tersation about the matter, I shall, with- 
out comperendination, proeeed to düu- 
ddate my nk>tives for ^ving Mr. Boke* 
by a response which ai^ean iö hsY^ 
quite infrigjitated you^ There. an two 
pointfl which you ought tb faäve ooms- 
dered before you thought of dispen^sating^ 
ytnir band to any woman ; these are 
the coordinateness of the lady in ques- 
tum, and your own immediacy to enter 
into such aii engagement About the first 
it is irrelevant to inquice; it matt^ 
mot whether Miss Rokeby i% or ^ not^ 
jonar equal^ for yoü are not st Uberty to 
mahy now, and, Tery probably^ will ne» 
be so-"^ 

c5 Here 
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Here the surprise of Dacre naturally 
led him to interrupt Crosthwaite by re- 
echoing his words — ** Never at liberty 
to many ! Who possesses authority to 
restrain me on any such point ?** 

** I'se sure but I wad nae be sae re* 
strained," said Mrs; Crosthwaite». indig- 
nanüy. 

** Prudence,** thundered her husband, 
in his stately way, ** you are not quäfi- 
fied to judge of the congreement or d»- 
congreement of this matter; and as I 
wish to discuss it in private with Cy- 
rus, I desire he will attend me to my 
study.'' 

With these words he todk a light, and 
marched thither, followed by Dacre, who 
was in the utmost perturbation, and anx- 
ious to probe this afiair *to the bottom. 
When they entered, Cadmus unlock- 
ed bis writing-desk, and taking a sealed 
paper from a pocketbook, put it into 
the hands of his young friend, sayin^ 
with mu6h solemnity — " Cyrus, you 

doubüess 
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doubtl^ss remember the compeUation I 
used to you on two former occasions ; 
to your inquiries conceming your de- 
scent, I told you I was not at liberty to 
make a response ; the wish you intimat- 
ed <^ assuming the sacerdotal character, 
I ässured you eould never be gratified; 
and I mtimated there yet remained ano- 
ther restrictive Condition congener. You 
may, for any thing I know to the con- 
trary, harbour the postulatum that I 
&bricated those shaekles, as you doubt* 
less think them ; to exonerate myself, I 
therefore desire you will open that pa- 
per ; you will there find that the three 
points on which your father thought 
proper to promulgate his patemal fiat, 
are exactly those whieh you have, as if 
it were proleptically, happened to in- 
fiinge/* 

Cyrus trembled as he broke the seal 
and opened the paper ; it had evidently 
been writtein many years, and contained 

c6 the 
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ffae fbllowing coneise, but fao 
prewiye miftxoct» :-*-^ 



•' The Äther öf Cytm ha« onljp^ 
three poimts on whkh to enfbroe the obe — 
dience of his son: — ^He »haßnerer 
Miy Step to discover who were hig 
rents, what their rank in 1^, whert^ 
their residence, or whether stiU m 
ence — He shall never assume the offieeo 
a minister of the reformed church c^ Sng*— 
land — He shall never marry. These ccHXi. 
mands aregiven in themost solemn, po- 
sitive, and decisive manner; and if he 
shall disobey them in any of the three 
instances, may the patemal blessiiig ne- 
ver descend on his head P* 



The paper feil from thehandofCyrus, 
and he feit scareely able to »upport hii»- 
self under the eertainty that so dn?adfiil 
a malediction hung over him. 

Cadmus 
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Cadmufi pitied his visible miseapy-— 
•* My dear child,** he said, ** it grieves 
me bitterly to give you this tortion.. I 
hope you will not think me a sermoei- 
Tiotop wheii I asi^ure you that you cannot 
deem these ordere of your father mc»« 
eruel and unjust than I do. I remon- 
strated with him on those points to tlie 
fitmost of my ability and opportunity^ 
Imt he would not auscuttate to me ;> how- 
«ver, the time *may come, though it 
ihcmid not be üU the hour of my defunc- ^ 
tion "" 

Here Cadmus suddenly broke dS the 
fentence, and then resumed without fi- 
nishing it — " At any rate you may con- 
8ole yourself with one certainty— you 
would never haye been penrutted to 
marry Idonea Rokeby»'* 

** And why ?" inquired Cyrus, with 
deep ßurprise. ** What^ my dear «r, 
were my cruel parent's motives for bmd- 
ing me wkh this galUng chadn 7** 

Crosthwaite scarcely suffered him ta 

finish 
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finish tfae last ward — ^ Cyms," he said, 
^ if I were to diluddate your father's 
reaacmSy I must declare his Station in life^ 
which would plunge you into tbe very 
fault you are cautioiied against Be ta« 
tored by me for once, and let this subject 
reat untU 1 see a proper period to renew 
it" 

With these words he moved towards 
the door; Cyrus made no attempt to 
detain him ; tot he feit that he must 
have time to reflect upon the matter, and 
niake up his own mind how to act ; how- 
ever, as he did not deem himself bound 
to secrecy, he took the first opportunity 
of being alone with Frudence to ac- 
quaint her with the cruel and unprece- 
dented eommands which formed part of 
the trust Crosthwaite held for him. 

She heard him with equal surprise 
and indignation, exclaiming — ** I'se suir, 
Cyrus, I wad nae be sae tied; Iwad 
marry when I liket, an' whae I liket 
tee." 

Dacre 
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Dacre also made Mrs. Crosthwaite the 

cx>nfidant of all the injuries Sibbeld had 

done him by bis base reports to Miss 

Äokeby ; but of their meeting on the 

banks of the lake, and the projeeted duel^ 

he Said nothing. Pfudence fdt in eveiy 

pore the insult thus offered to her be- 

lov.ed Cyrus, and loudly proelaimed it 

to her husband, who entered with cor- 

respondent, or, if possible, superior 

warmth into her feehngs ; nor eould all 

his respeet for the son of bis landlord 

prevent him from breathing a threat that 

Sibbald should know who he had offend- 

ed : he and Dunning, the Crosthwaites 

«aid, had been at Brougham Castle, about 

a weefc before, to take leave, as they were 

about to quit that part of the country ; 

but Dacre mueh doübted whether they 

had spoken their real intentions, since 

Sibbald had been in the neighbourhood 

of UUswater only three days before. 

• Poor Cyriis, when he sought his pil- 

low, regretted the beautiful shadea of 

Watermillock^ 
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Watennillock, and the hours he hietd 
passed there in the södety of Idonea; 
yet even then he had never been häppy ; 
jealousy and suspicion had gloomed his 
path, but npw the reverted prospect, as 
memory glanced over it, seemed brilUant- 
and delightfuL These, alas ! are the in» 
variable feelings of weak human natüre r 



•« S« it falls outy 



Tbat what we have we prize oot to the worth»' 
WiiHst we enjoy it; but being lack*d nnd lost^ 
Why then we rate the Vftlue; theu we 6tMl 
The virtue that possessioiv would not sUow »» 
Whilst it was ours.'' 

But the unaccountable, unprecedented 
mandate of his father ehased regret, and 
retrospectioö, and every other feeling, 
&(mi the bosom of Dacre, and chained 
his mind with imposing force to the con«* 
sideration of the three points it con* 
tained ; as to the first, he eould form no 
suppositiön which carried to his mind a 

conviction 
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x>Bvi(fl:idn 6£ ita being ä real one; xnany 
^önjecture» occuiUed, but tbey might be» 
ind very probably were^ all ^videly erro^ 
neotts; ^a: the seeond he tbought, and 
eertamly with some pküsibility, that faifir 
hihex had been a mexaber of tbe ämrclDi 
bf !Rc«tte, tittoe be hodr made h a matter 
d£ sudi btgbr i^onci»» that he »böttM 
Bever beeoine'a laiiiiiit» of tfaMtof En^ 
IhAd ; bat as tothe la»t^ it seemed aa aet 
bf #aiitoil^ utele»^ im^fitalified biobatity, 
BOtto be pEÜy^ted» and'uinque.in k$ 
bind; fof Cyros; at least» bad nevev heard 
«f sueb a restnctiOD beinq^ in^sed ^ 
§ay etiler hümair beiAg ; bat should he 
nbimttö a bond so tyrän^deat ? woiiM 
M0t reügion» moi^fty» reason, and eom- 
Bwn sense, unite tb justify him mbrealD- 
ingit? 

Cyms fiattered himsetf that tibey^ 
wöuld — '^ I wiü open my heart io Mr- 
Rdkeby,'* said he, mentally ; ^ when he 
Bads that Mr. Crosthwaite acted as he 
Sid froxn uixavoidafale neces6ity,not firom 

the 
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the Impulse of his own mind, he wi 
exonerate him, and bless me with th 
hand of Idonea*** 

A öeoond view of the* subject change^ 
the course of his idea»; oould he ae- 
knowledge to äny one, much more to 
thefather of Idonea, theiestrictions laj 
which he was bound ? Tbere was a fed- 
ing within him whicb sevolted fiom 
domg SO) while somethiHgv peifaaps his 
evil genius, whispered — **Why not pkad 
to Miss Rokeby with the powärAü ekv 
quence of love, and persuade her to 
unite her destiny with miiie, unknown 
tö her father ?" And could he, with the 
bitter malediction of a parent suspended 
<>ver his head, present his vows at the al- 
ter ? could he make Idonea the partid- 
pator of his crime ? He shuddered at the 
thought, and seeking fortitude from 
despair, endeavoured to arm himself with 
that Stern, cold, heartless philosophy 
which might support him through lifo— 
that Single and unconnected, solitary and 

seduded 
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«ec^ ^ded being bis father (a mockery of 
the namel) haddestined him to be; but 
nature shuddered at tbe idea, and he 
onoe more sought the delusive smile of 
hepe ; she could not long maintain her 
Station wiüi no anchor to rest upon. 

The assurance of Crosthwaite, that he- 
eoiild never have been permitted to mar- 
ly Idcmea Rokeby rose to bis recoUec- 
tktit md he onoe more sunk to gloomy 
despair; he knew it wonld be of na 
«faU to urge the subject ftirtber to Cad- 
mw; he had indeed k»tunated that 
himself wpuld perhaps renew it at a fu^ 
ture öpportunity ; but whether he might 
ever do so was uncertain ; at all ev^its, 
the time was indefinite^— eircumstancea 
which by no means suited the ardent 
impatiehce of Dacre. 

Crosthwaite was elosely shut up in^ 
liis study, writing, the greatest part of 
the- day ; he did not teil Cyrus on what 
subject, but he found him some employ- 
meui of the same kirid ; the next mom- 
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ing»beingSaturday,C^niu8 wenttoPen^ 
rith, where he saw Mr. Brisco, who was 
wider the most anxious apptehensions on- 
account o£ his son Lyalpfa, bis illne» 
baving increased so rapidty that he wa» 
considered to be in serkms danger. Cy« 
TU8 was dc^ly coheemed to hear tibis, 
and feit that csptain Bnsöa was stitt 
dearer to hi^ faeart than Bte had sfoefffimeA 
him tö be» thongh äwore tiiat he f^Sfct' 
ed hixn witb afiectionote esieeoft. 

Three ickys of her abode at home 
worc heavöy cnfer with Idonea; yet nilt 
so dreary was her prospect aar that öf 
poor Dacre» for she wajr Ignorant ofthak 
fatal secret whidi had been unfolded tb» 
hhn ; and, of course, ättribüting what had 
passed only to the petulant temper ei 
Crosthwaite, she sometimes cherished. x 
faint hope that matters would yet be 
adjusted. 

The fourth mornmg after her retum, 
Mr. Rokeby, anxious to cheer her droop- 
ing spirits^ when breakfast was over, 

proposed 
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iroposed a walk; she campüed with 
pleasüre» and they traced the shovie a£ 
the Eden to a considerable distance from 
jbmne; tbe «eason now wore its latest 
"Vielture, the «tufol^e-fields had all yield- 
ed to the plough, not a üoweret painted 
:Uie meadows, and such of the hedge- 
iKfWM as still retained a remnant of theu- 
Jsikige looked kngiiid and sickly; the 
inin «heue fainüy through a vapomy at- 
aBnospherCy and the arabk grounds an4 
^giOTes resoun^d with the ^ns of the 
«portsmen, beneath whose aim the l^rdB 
rwete feHing eveiy where a bleeding 
ipaiiey. Theie was something sadly deso- 
-kte in the prospect, but it was in unisoli 
jmrjüi Idonea's soul; both forbore to 
iBpesik cf Cyn»s, but conversed on ramy 
i<Miher «uhjects-; they talked of Water- 
jRiBddt and of the Briscoes. 

Mr. Rokd^ was one of Lyulph's inogt 
•«rdent «SmifFers, and they now deeply 
iMneHted ^ iU health, and the too-ap- 
;4Bertainty that he was desiäned to 

an 
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An early grave. The päth they diose to 

retum by led them to the place where 

X)unning made a communication neva 

to be erased from ihe mind ^f Idobes:; 

many times since her retum home hai 

«he beenon the point of disdosmg it U 

her father, but either her spirits had 

&iled at the moment^or some intemip- 

"tion occurred; now when akftie witk 

Jiim on the very spot, she seemed im- 

pelled by an Impulse not to be reststed, 

tmd, wkh the most extreme emotion, she 

told him all that IXinning had said ; her 

feehngs were keenly sensitive, and while 

^he made the disclosure, she anxiously 

watched her father's countenance, trem- 

-blingly alive to the dread of i-eading 

«there a confirmation of the tale^ its ex- 

.pression was not altogether dismay, but 

something between vexation ahd gne£, 

yet untinetured with the least degree of 

jsurprise, though surdy that would have 

been his predominant feeling« had the 

4u$sertions of Dunning been as un|bund* 

ed 
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iod as they were ^extraordinary ; he hcard 
her without intem^tion, and when she 
xdosed the narrative^ inquu^d minutely, 
and in a voice which betrayed great 
anxiety, conceming the age, figure, and 
features of Dunnin^ 
. Idonea described him» and Mr. Roke- 
by tben exdahned» with strong and evi- 
dent emotion — *^ It is that villain Dick- 
enson, who has been at Crosthwaite'^^ aU 
this while^ passing by tiie name of Dun- 
Hing." 

** Who is Dickensem, my dear sir ?*• 
questioned Idonea ; *^ is not all he says 
£dse ?" she added, in a tone of fearful« 
trembling inquiiy. 

Mr. Rokeby replied only to her first 
jquestion— 1-" You know nothing of him, 
my love^ .think of it no more, Soac his 
malice cannot hurt us." 

" But I never had imotber parent," she 
jesumed in breathless trepidation. 

JMr. Rokeby jemained silent a few mo- 

ments» 
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ject to her mother, ^addittg*^-**' We may 
perhaps renew it at a proper season." 

When they got home, Amfarose . toM 
liis master that Mr. Dacre was in the> 
parlour ; Idonea feit too much agitated 
with the conversation which had just 
passed to meet the eyes of Cyrus. 

Mr. Rokeby looked viexed — ** Go to 
y OUT own roora, my love," he «aid, ** änd 
compose yoiir spirits befbre you seeyour 
mother. I am -determined to dismisB 
this young man at onoei-for, as all inter- 
course mustcease betweenyou, I caniiot 
permit his visits heie," 

Coiild Idonea have summoned reso- 
lution to remonstrate, «he had not voice 
to do it, but obeyed her father's com- 
mand in silence. Poor Cyrus, cheered 
by the friendly reeeption he had met 
from the lady of the house, addressed 
Mr. Rökeby, on his entrance, with some 
eemblance of his wonted ingenuous 
smile; but the manner of the latter chilU 
ed his soul; towards him it had ever 

hitherto 
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hitherto been unitedfrankness and kind- 
Ress; now it was thelatt^blendedwith 
i^serve. The first gteetüigs exchanged, 
he seated himself, without making any 
attempt to lead to conVersation ; Mr& 
Rokeby did not ask for Idonea, and the 
business oF speaking being thus imposed 
on Dacre, he was compelled to say, with 
what firmness he might, thät he had 
taken Temple Sowerby in his ride, to 
have the pleasure of inquhing how Miss 
Rokeby did since her retum, and was 
happy to leam from Mrs. Rokeby, that 
she was perfectly well ; this Idonea cer- 
tainly was not, but Mrs. Rokeby was. 
too tenacious of her daughter^s delicacy, 
to give Dücre room to si^ppose she was, 
saf^ring on his account. 

" You are very kind, my dear Cynis,'* 
«dd Mr. Rokeby ; " but as it is evident 
Mr. Crosthwaite has reasons for declining 
«ly particular intimacy with my family, 
I feel it my positive and incumbent 
4uty to put a decided stop to all inter« 

j> 2 Gourse 
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nuflft thorefore, thougli I conieu it it 
wlaotantly, inteidiot ^ futaire Visits.^ * 
Though Cynats was xuA altogedier vA- 
prepared ^ this, he yet &dt it like aft 
ünew in his bofiOm ; vith emotion präh 
a^l in tlie «Ktferae, he rqi)iedi^^ I an 
hut t€)0 sensible, my deareat air, tbat 
^eve k a inysteiy whieh influenoes tiit 
o(Hiduct (^ Mr. Croatfawaite ; I, das!! am 
deomed to be its^victim; biit JbaviBg, « 
Heaven ean bear me «vitneas, «eorerloraA 
£»id reveFenoed yeu and Mss. BoJ^efay 
with tbe truest respect aod af&ctiQfl» 
and now feeling how very hhu^ I weo 
i^debted to y oqr generöuK ^tend^p, I 
>€annot aupport the idea.of being whjEiIlf 
estranged from tfaemgavds, and booi^iei} 

the 4societyj of a fiunily dearer to me than 
Äiy other in existeneö.*' 

iHere bis swe&mg heaitt J^epelling ^ 
utlef^ance^ he rose andtumed to ihe ^imr 
dow ; Mrs. RcdiEel^, deeply pity tng hßr 
young fidend, jaiaod bor imploiii^ ey«i 

to 
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tohefbittband; Etekeenljfctebiyththeir 
influence, and that of the tendemes» 
which was pleading in bis bosom for bis 
daugbter and Cyrus, but bis firm mind 
was not to bc swayed from its purpose ; 
he approacbed Dacre, and bolding out 
bis band, said — " Believe me, my dear 
C^fjMis» yottr ^dtee^Q i» Atnjiy r^tlimei 
fe^ both, M<di Kokeby ätid ^ yon 

A^ ai^ ^lälS dT^, possess our Bitfdenegt 
liielildsbrp^ md «s^ßAAgcMfl #isbed^ ttet 
üe ^aiiiiö« ältp!fHefA tecei^e ^ön hws, 
aüdydtt wiä: d§ m r^ s^re tbi^juigtmi 
iä- Mi#nng fbat tbe d^priVa^n i» mH 
riftwfe päHifttl to yoa thaA fo ti^^ 
- Wba«i akfik! cplüdi the iiidhiqp^ Gäct^ 
itifiy ? he €»ciM oüly bo^ ki ntotirfifol 
lad ieapeotful sitence« Mr.Bökebf tt^ 
Muded bim fo bis hoifse ; alid tbus eX^ 
eiiided for eVet firom n boose whe^e hc; 
tMtd passed so matiy ba|^y bours, be l^ 
kirned to Btougbatn, bi a frame of mlnd 
ift miserable as that of any man could h& 

D 3 wbere 
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where a sense of guilt was out of tbe 
question. 



CHAPTER in. 



#4r#«Ki»##i#i»i#i»r<^» 



Dacrb had made up lüs mind to go the 
foUowing day to Watermillock to see 
Ly ulpb ; but forbid the house of Mr« 
Rokeby , as he had be^a, he feit, or at 
least thoiight, it was due to himself to 
break off all interoourse with the cxm-^ 
nexions of that gentleman; he oould 
not, however, rest satisfied without seikU 
ing a message of inquiry ; the answer he 
received was, that no changa for the bet^ 
ter had taken place, every bad symptom 
being rather increased than diminished» 
Cyrus feit this iDtelUgence an augmenta« 
tion of bis own griefs, but bis soul was m 
unisoii with sorrow, and he looked for 
nothing eise» 

Three 
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' Three more days now wore heavily 
over ; the weather was gloomy, and Da- 
cre was wretched, and far from well; 
yet restless and miserable, he snatched 
every cessation of storm to wander 
amongst the beautiful, bat now desolated 
shades of Whinfield Park, where hehad 
been accustomed to walk with Idonea, 
t0 hear bar voicc, and to meet her smile ; 
yfet these solitary rambles only added to 
a-weight of woe already too oppressive, 
and he always retumed from them more 
unhappy than he went^ 

. While such was the Situation of Cynis, 
the- raind of Cadmüs was visibly oeeu- 
piedwith someveryimportaut matter; 
hte listened ta the sound of every horse 
which. approached the Castle, andstarted 
at every knocking at the gatä ; Prtidenöe 
was ^ on the rack of cüriosity to knöw 
what he expected, nor was she long 
doomed to wonder in vain ; dkiner was 
just ended, and Daere walked out, when 
se servant on horsebaek, in a rieh and 

D 4 magnificent 
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xnents, during which his features were 
shrouded with the deepest melaneholy ; 
he then said^ with extreme agitatton of 
Toice and manner — •* Could you have 
had a better, Idonea ?" 

" And is she not my owfi ?** she ingh« 
^, in aecents of indeseribaUe grief. 

Her fkther folded h» to his faeart, anA 
responded in tones which los abng^ng 
feeüngs rendered nearly inartieulate-« 
^ Not in nature, bat tnily so in tender^ 
ness." 

Idonea fek as if the Twy foundaticxi 
Springs of existence were faäing; her 
heart seemed swelling as xf it weidd 
burst, and she could neither weep nor 
;speak. 

Mr.Rokeby, terrified, recalled her to 
recollcction — " Idonea, my angel," he 
exclaimed, " exert yourself ; if yottf 
mother sees you thus, it wiU foredc her 
heart ; teil me, my child, solemnly and 
at once, will liie Knowledge of ihin eir- 

cumstanoe 
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your dalyj your gmtitude, ypiiriiß^'!^ 

* ^ Qh, iia, i\.o ! neveip, peyer!" is^e g^pei 
ßttt ; ** but,. cA ! ip niepcy tciö jae, nay 
^bev; Fhy ^ ti^ inmi» thjis Duipoing 
r— Dickoitön, fi»y ^äg/fce? Mrs.ft^kfk^f"^ 
?Wyiti diffieyltsr siie uttered tbese wo^s. 
_ ** B^ oaUu, my dearcst üft^'* resip^ 
JM^r./Rak^by, with rexioyated oom|iasun% 
.vith cUgSity of DWi»ßr, '' yQiär.|liotih«r 
iß cqiJ^ wbat she is— di Jdonea ! eould 
you for a moment suppose otharwise?'* 

Idonea replied in the nega^tive, with a 
£9inreney which cariied the oonviction of 
tputh; on one point herfe^ors were. i% 
moTjed, aad she exerted hei^self to sub- 
idue al} emotion an. the other; she lani- 
^uifihM to know more of her departed 
iQotheF» but i^w that she might npit^ .jut 
jeast for the preseat^ hope to receive an/ 
4iifbnnation. : = 

...^ Mn Bokeby istrictly and eamestlj^ 
4>autianed her not to mention the sub« 

VOL. n. D ject 
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** Whear is t* gawn tee, dl*€st i' thur 
elaise T she inquired. 

*^ I cannot, ät this present juncture, 
embue you with the indoctnnation,'' was 
the reply, 

« What is f gawn about P** she asked 
bluntly. 

" Somethmg seloouth^ to be sure," re- 
tumed Cadmus. 

Not repulsed by all this evasion, she 
now inquired — ^ What 'tword he was 
talking about ?" 

He replied — ** As your aoqiiaintanoe 

with the patrician order cannot be sup- 

- posed to have mueh extensibiüty, it 

would be supervacareous in me to dilii- 

cidate what nobleman I inquired after." 

Prudence, as was generally the ease 
with her wheii Cadmus persisted in talk- 
ing this leamed dialect fpr any length of 
time together, now lost aU patience, and 
was about to express her displeasure, 
^vhen Dacre cntered the ropm; it ap- 

1 . peared 
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peased that Cadmus had only been ac- 
tuated by the spiiit of contradiction 
when he refused to satisfy Fmdence as 
to the place whither he intended jour- 
neying, for he addressed himself to Cy- 
rus, and requested that he would, with- 
out comperendination^ get liimself ready 
toaccompany hhn to AVhitehaven. 

Cyrus^s first feeling was naturally sür- 
prLse; Crosthwaiite had seldom been in 
the practice of making him his compa^ 
nion in joumeys of business ; but a few 
moments given to reflection induced 
him to believe that the one now in con- 
templation was not of that class; the 
livery wom by the messenger just ar- 
rived was neither that of the Daei es nor 
the Sibbalds; he knew of no othei? dis- 
tinguished family with whom Crosth-' 
waite heldany intercourse; and, in short^ 
upon a rapid review of late events, he 
ihought it probable that this sudden 
. movement concemed himself. To in- 
quire of Crosth waite would, he knew^ 

D 6 be 



be of no avaä; he a^ed» höw^veif» wh^- 
ther thej Wöukl prdbiibly be obs^it tor 
- feny lengtb of time, bttt l^c^ved örily an 
evasive reply, impoirtBng tfaat it depend^ 
upon contingencie». 

The moment Dacre was rtädy^ th^ 
set ofF en their expedifion, attended by 
the servaiit Who had brought Cadmte^ 
the letter ; Cynis, thöugh he still thougfat 
' It possible that this joumey ttiight r^te 
to himself, could not ävoid seeing tbat 
the man did not appear to have any 
knowledge of him, and paid him ofify 
that proper respect which is habitual 
With well-ordered persöns in that Station. 

Tiiey travelled with all posdble cele- 
rity, but the roads were bad ; and Crosth- 
w^ite, as has been before öbserved^ no 
very capital horseman. In the cotirse 
of their journey, Cädmus gave his young 
ftieiid to understand that he would at 
its close be presented to a nobleman of 
▼ery high raiik, adding— -" And I beg, 
jny dear Cyru», that yoii will attend 

much 



tnücb tö yöüi* cömpeliatiöri oti your ftrtt 
tfi^#tkg; th«e te evöry l^soft why h 
Oiight tö be rei^pectftil in the higbegt (k« 
gfeö, and I ttu^ hii$ lordgbip's^ dttsd- 
piettcy bf yoa will be oöögener.^ 

Cjtüs mentally wcmdered nmeh why^ 
«nd ta tflH»n, all this respöct W^s due p 
his öctiTe mind could ft^m matiy con*^ 
" jeetwres^ but ever on bis guard agtsdrist 
«ädng qüefijtions, which h« knew wöuld 
be tittaniswered, he cönteiit^d bifiiÄelf 
Witb expressing obedience to CftdmuÄ'i^ 
injunctions. The night wfts tötally «hut 
before they reached Whit^haven, wbfch 
tfaey did not do withotit great difficiilty. 
At the inn whither the »errftnt con- 
dücted them, they found thdr ftriival 
awaited by another in the same livery ; 
ke put a letter ihto the band of Gro«-. 
tbwaite^ who, cm perusing it, aAnöunced 
that they mu$t croiss the trisb Channel 
io Drogheda. 

* Cyrus did not feel quite satisfled with 
such an arrangement ; it t^emed vety 

Uke 
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like a plan to remove him frqm Übe 
kingdom, and for ever from all chanoe 
of uniting himself to Idonea; and with 
these apprehenäions» he deemed it no 
breach of the hard obediencae imposed 
upon him, to ask whether he might ex- 
pect to see any person to whom he was 
related? As Cadmus was seldom explicit 
on any point, it was not to be expected 
he would be so on this ; he answered, in 
his usual style, that he must congluti- 
nate to the secrecy enjoined him ; but 
that on their arrival at :the marquis's 
seat, whieh was not more than seven 
miles from Drogheda, it was possible 
some dilueidation might be given ; and 
in the mean time some refocillation 
would be necessary, whüe the servants 
inquired liow, and when, they could ob- 
tain the most speedy passage to Ireland^ 
Accordingly they retired to bed, while 
the men sought out a vessel ; they found 
a Collier which would sail for Drogheda 
the next moming. 

Cyrus, 
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Cyrus, before he embairked, made one 
inore eflfort to ascertain what fate hung 
over him; he plainly asked Cadmus 
what nobkman he might expect to see ? 
In bis wonted way, he gave some mi- 
Butes to jreflection before he answered, 
and then said, with a smile, iio very usual 
appendage to bis features — " I believe I 
•am at liberty to dilucidate that point ; it 
is the marquis of Castlemaine." 

The title was familiär to Cyrus ; he re- 
membered tö have heard captain Brisco 
^y that the marquis was lately come to 
bis honours. Lyulph added other parti- 
culors; bul as Dacre gave them only the 
passing attention of the moment, he had 
now forgot them, for which he was sorry ; 
however, he desperately ventured to 
^ay to Cadmus — " What connexion 
have I with the marquis ? why is it re- 
quisite that I should go over to Ire- 
land?" 

**-! canriot respond to that question, 

Cyrus," 
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CyniC he replied ; •* bis lor&hip wisfie«: 
to coiigreet you; and in my <^inati<^^ 
if I am gifted witfa anj prospicieiice^ he 
will proTe one of the best fiiead^ mj 
dear Dacrfe has ever known.** 

There was somcthing so afiectionate 
in Crosthwuite's manner^ . that Cyrus^ 
who had never found him otherwise than 
uni&rmly kind, save iti the lata instance 
coiiceming the Rokebys, yielded him« 
seif to his direction, as he had hitherto 
been used to do through life^ and em- 
barked with him for the shorcs of Erin, 
where they landed in safety^ tlioiigh not 
without encountering some perils, and 
more delay than they had reckoned upon.. 
At Drogheda, a vcry stimptiious car- 
riage^ deeorated with the Castlemaine 
armS) awaited theiF arrival; Cadmus 
no sooner understood tbis chrcumstanc^ 
than he broke out into an expression of 
ecstasy, importing that his dearest iicpe 
would now be futfiUed. Cyms won- 

dered 



Aereä dt thesie mptufes, f h^ mtoe ab h^ 
plaiiily tMcw ihey hiad him for their ob- 
ject; but ta ask ex^laHAtioti Wa»^ Vailt 

They rested one night at Di-ogheda^ 
atid the next moming jowneyed td 
Hdftfield, the tnafquis^ii mi^mfio^tife 
seat EDattMd wäi$: d6ligh«fU% situatedT 
^1 Üie banks of the Boyne ; the p^oüpect^ 
£veil9ified with hifi änd dale,r was^^b^i^iid^ 
less «id beautifol ; the gafdens atid pka- 
sure-grounds were^ very e^t^ngiye^ afid 
^titated with ^e best tairte vthitt äge 
OMld bfidttst; but the feelkig» ofCftm 
gSfe the meed of prefe/ence fö the ütyb^ 
Km^ rtni^ntam sc^nery i»&oiigsft trhidi^ 
he had been reäred. * 

The trävellei?i& were u^^hered irtto an? 
elegant hall, adcÄ-ned with pillaf s öf 
white matblä irtatues of Nerva^ Trajaaö^ 
Adrian, TitBs Antommi^, aiid Marco» 
Aurelius, and busts of Livia aud Ocla-- 
via, all brouglit fi*oin Italy by the prede^ 
besser of the present marquis ; iröm thisr 
hall they were eonducted' to a parlour 

not 
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not less sumptuous, and highly deco^ 
rated; the hangings were .of green da- 
iriajsk, the paintings by the best mastera 
of the Fleinish.ßchool, and the chimney- 
piece, of the finest Egyptian marble, ex- 
hibited the transformation of Picus, from 
the Metamorphoses of Ovid, sciilptured 
by the best efTorts of modern art ; a jpro- 
fusion of fine exotics bloomed in the 
Windows, deeeiving the mind into^i fbr- 
getfidness of the season. 

Cyrus thought this apaiiment the 
most beautifui he had ever seen; but 
Cadmus, true to his established habits,. 
retumed to the hall ta view the monu* 
ments of antiquity it contamed, and wa& 
only recalled from them by refresh- 
ments being served up ; and tlüs cere- 
mony, ever a most important and essen- 
tial one with Cadmus, being gone 
through, he was informed that the mar- 
quis requested to see hun m his study i 
he obeyed the summons, and Cyrus, left. 
to his own meditations, feit himself sub- 

■ 

dued: 
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« dued.by a degree of emotion which no 
former event of his life had excited ; an 
endless maze of ooiijecture, and ten thou* 
sand altemate hopes and fears> agitated 
bis soul; at one moment bis beart beat 
higb witb expectations wbicb be dared * 
not trust bim^lf to tbink would be real* 
ized» and in tbe hext it sunk beneatb 
tbe pressure of apprebensions wbicb rea- 
fcm vainly struggled to subdue. 

In about ten minutes Crostbwaite re- 
tumed to tbe room ; be approacbed Cy- 
rua witb a Idok bf rapture — " My dear 
Sacre/* he said, " I bave enoagb of me- 
toposeopal knowledge to see tbat your 
ätavaxia is very mucb disturbed, wbicb 
18 prolepticäl, as you are now to prepare 
yourself for a very great surprise ; come^ 
you must go witb me to tbe marquis's 
study," 

Gyrus ' obeyed, but be feit bis frame 
tbiriU witb perturbation ; Crostbwaite 
led tbe way, and, as be opened tbe door, 
«xborted Cyrus in a low voice to be 

firm; 

r 



firm ; be tried to proftt by the admonf^ 
tien, but all self-possessicm forsoök bim 
when bii eye rested <m the nutfqoiSy who 
XvJSBf in form and feature^tbe vtety perscm 
described hy Prudenee as ha^rbig. onc« 
tisited Brougbam Castle, hsid who Cy- 
nur had always believ^ to be bis fttbert 
the haiügiity'exppession of bis ooiarte^ 
nance, the years wfaioh wete addcd t^ 
his age, and bis «Tklent ül-health, aK 
eiti9f4i«d tis idefttaff bknlbi^ tbesittie;. 
but ä strcmg and visibie i»n€rtiöi»Mftcfied 
bis feätur^i» when be behetä Cyjms; md 
startingfrom the ooucb oh wlMb be fie^ 
elined, he extaickd bis amü and ex^ 
dahned-^** My son T 

Cytus, whoy sinoe the death of bi^ m<K 
ther> wbose idea now retahied only the 
£dnt Impression of a dream on bis me- 
mory^ had never been greeted in tbe a£> 
fecticxiate aecents of ipelationship,. met 
the patemal embrace with a feeütig 
which no efibrt of imagination can ade» 
quately paiat ; aU the strong, vivid, un* 

blunted 



l^iiaKNt ^»^gies f)f his send wäre calied 
mtß /iPtkHi ; the dutjr, reyerenee, te«d(^ 

sipi» ;9lld ffK)]i^ in l;iis liCK^ in %he 

^tßifm m^m^^ thß atem, oruel, nqt to be 

ntf^^ ax^ )9 4n^5 and ^il^ng e^^ 

^^ l^fießsa^diffisedhis intelü^^t ey€^ 
^ i£ t^ jpipläre tjbe patfßn^al bleissi^; 
WUP dt that lotd Cp^jemame did not wh 
4^91^4 w fch^t be vresisted this düwit 
^QQ^^QKKse? Pß k as >t may, he ble^sied 
ll^ ^^, but /Said in a hunied to£ie-rr 
** Rise, my dear Cyrus, and sit by me^" 

I{e fibßyed, bat ss^» w tbought he 
saw ^b dism^y, that^b^ cbee^c of tbe 
:9ißr%His became paler, ^nd th^ bis ey^e 
yiMSt^ m expeefißion beyond agitatioB, 
f^fo^h^^ appi<>a^hing to &enzy ; elt;ber 
lyfV^ig-to cenquer these emotione, (x de- 
t9S|«jpad they «l^uld net appear, lord 

-Cfl^^^mm ^ftMlig^ th^a by a virible 

eflfort. 
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effort, and entered into conversation 
with Crosthwaite ön the subject af hi» 
joumey, and other desultory topics ; fire- 
quently addressing his son, and attend^ 
ing with evidently powerfiil interest to 
not only his replies, but to his every look- 
and motion ; changing the subject alter^ 
nately to abstruse leaming, polite litera- 
ture, arts and sciences, as if to try the 
powers, and fathom the understanding of 
Cyrus, who, on his part, oould not help 
observing that the peculiar dialeet of 
Crosthwaite seemed perfectly familiär 
to the marquis, and in no öase to necd an 
interpreter. 

In about half an hour, a gentleman of 
venerable form and pleasing aspect en- 
tered; lord Castlemaine rose, and, of 
course, his companions did so likewis^ 
with a dignity and self-possession wbich 
evineed the most perfect dominion over 
his feelings ; he introduced the strang(Br 
to Cyrus as the abb^ Delmont, his eon- 

fessor ; 
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ffessor ; and then presenting the formel- 
to the latter, said impressively — " My 
«on, lörd Hartfield." 

The abbä received the young noble- 
man with benignity and kindness, and 
the party diped together in mueh har- 
mony. C5yru8, or^ as he ought now to 
he oalled^ lord Hartfield, found ample 
matter f<x reflection in the events of the 
moming; his conjecture on the subject 
of his father's religion, it was now evi- 
dentjhad been right, and m his elevated 
lank might be found a very probable rea- 
son for Crosthwaite's supposition that he 
would never be permitted to marry Ido- 
nea Äokeby ; bat why he had ever been 
restrieted from marrying at all, and whe* 
ther that restriction was now meant to be 
annulled, since lord Castlemaine himself 
had removed that which interdicted all 
inquiry on the subject of his extractiori, 
were points on which he was still left to 
vague conjecture. Young and ardent, 
he was indined tohope every thing ; but 

thoügh 
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ümifßi 'Üie inanner of lord Ctatlcmtk)^ 
was perfeody «ich as cRigbt to matk Ui 
regard for bis son and heir, and. to gi» 
liim coniequenee wiftii iils houaehold, 
there was still in hia ge^eial depoKtmeat 
«o much af tfaepride of aristocracy, that 
(fche open, ingenuoua eonlSdenod of .Cyn» 
&it Tepdled; and so muidi of what lie 
could not define, but wbidi seemed a^ 
like remorse and despair, that ke eon- 
templated bis parent at once witb faorrar 
andpity. 

In tbe conrse of the eyening, tbe abb< 
Delmont and Crosthwaite left tbe room 
togetber, to view sottie monument of 
antiquity wbicb tbe ibrmer bad been dß* 
ficribing, wben tbe marquis, as if yield« 
ing bimself to bis patemal feelings, ^ 
proacbed bis son, and folding bim a£Bec- 
tionately to bis beart, expressed the joy 
witli wbicli be bebeld bim so every way 
equal to bis most ardent bopes, mid so 
bigbly gifted to adem tbe Station in Bfe 
be was now called to fiU ; he then made 

bim 



rhSaa 4M»ae Araluable and ei^[ant presents, 
Qwl proocated lüm >vrititi Ibäls axid «Kmey 
•te 11 e^iMdGsaUe aoaoufit;. 

Cy^ms ferveiriSy ex|H*e88ed %hat gnati- 
'ttiite :wbidi his eKoellent heatt dtctated» 
and ventujfed to siiy-— " Wby, my flew- 
est father, liave I been so long estranged 
from the l^ssing of y our protection and 
Society?" 

Dark tad dreadful was the anguish 
which passed over lord Castlemaine's 
features as Hartfield spoke; for a mo- 
juent fae looked as if ineUiied to resent 
*tfae question of his son ; but either hia 
displeasure subsided^ or he concealed it, 
fer he cdmly ref^ed — *^ On that point, 
imy dear Hartfield, you have much to 
ieom ; and as Oösthwaite in part knows 
my knind oh tfae subject, and I sbaU für- 
^tli» explain it to him, he will, before his 
dqyiorture, make you a r evektion of va* 
fiious particulars." 

These, it is needless to say, Cyrus ar- 
dently wishad to know. Cadimis «id 

voLi iL E the 



74 BROUGHAM CASTTJe. 

the abbd retumed soon after. The 
miyrquis, tbou^ he had allowed litde 
appearance of Agitation to esoape him, 
tiad evidcfntly 8u£ß?r^ much fröm the 
Events of this day, for he was visibly i£L 
and retired early for the night 



CHAPTER rv: 



While such were the unexpected ticss- 
situdes that marked the lot of Cyrus, 
JVIr. Rokeby fulfiUed the promise he had 
made, or raüier implied, to his daugh- 
ter ; and grelated to her some particulars 
of his early life which had hitherto been 
known orily to himself and Mcs. Roke- 
by, :aiid whljch he would not at present 
havß thought x)f divulging, had not thß 
busy maliee of Dunning rendered the 
revelation in some degree unayoidable. 
The family from whom he daimed bis 

descent 
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tLesceat was veiy andent and highly 
TO^ectaUe ; the death of his father lef l 
him the ttheritor of an estate in that part 
<£ the county of Cumberland which 
borders on the Irish Sea ; in its vidnity 
was «a dd mansion inhabited hy two la- 
dies, who, it was understood, were te- 
kted to each other in the degree of aunt 
antd niece; tfaough a flaw was supposed 
to attadi to the birthof the latter, as it 
was known she would not inherit the 
«ntailed property of her protectress. 

Miss Featherstonhaugh, then near 
Sxtff was a y/ery giacdul and elegant 
woman, possessing >a highly-cultivated 
«oind, and skilled in all the accomplislik 
ments of that age ; a female thus adom- 
ed by jiature and education, and en- 
dowed witii wliat is ;geneEally esteemed 
an equival^it for the bounties of both-^ 
4i large fcHtune— -could not ßul to attraet 
inany admirers, and to xeoeive many eU* 
giUe .matrimonial offeiES ; but a lofly, 
unbendin^ sgint was her distinguishing 

£ 2 characteristic. 
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diaraetetistic, and sbe Mt 49r ooaoeivtfl 
ihtxt ties ofthat nature wouldftttertlHt 
freedom of will itnd oFection wluxih 4bt 
pmed and boasted of 'tas an iRimutaUe 
and inTaliiaWe prtvilege. 

Miss Hiltom, ihe junior ktdy, Btill in 
tbe Uoom of life, possessed üll those 
captivätitig, yet reti^^ ^raöes, thdse fis- 
cinations ta£ form Und of &C6, atid tluit 
ivinning gcntleness of nmnnerB» whidi 
render femaleyotith so ättmtftiv«; to <ee 
and to love her w&s wiäi Rökefa)r Uie 
i^pid Work of a ütst interview ; and a 
ffew succeeding ones told Miss 
that tbeir hearts were woven öf sii 
tnaterials, and attuned to tbe aame 
feelings. 

3Iiss Feathersrtonhaugh pereeived 
these sentiments, it may be, befbre thcy 
were kno wn to themselves, atid was jae- 
pared to take an ungenerous advantage 
of them. CharactCTs like hers, howevar 
highly toned and imposing, have sddom 
inuch of stabiKty, and toö frcqucndy 

little 
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fittW of that prindple which withholdsi 
its d^scftl^^ Ixoax seeking the graüfica- 
tion c€ thar own wishes at the expence 
of tiioseof others; though her hearthad 
hitbecta boasted itself as invulnecajble, 
Ae lM>w yielded efveiy faculty to a sud- 
den, and it should seem unsought and 
m^retorned,' admin^ion of Mr. Rokeby, 
Üurngh SP niany years younger than her« 
witC £)eeply read in the human mind, 
•be 8aw that he loved Miss. Hüton with 
ai tßad^mess whicb she was well disposed 
to retuni ; but aware that the latter re« 
I^Nddied herseif with an afiection which 
would shrink from no sacrifice required 
of it» she tumed those feelings to her 
own advantage, and without allowing 
theparties time to express to each other 
the mutual attachment they were in- 
^ired with, still less to exchange vows 
or engagements, she caused it to be in^ 
timated to them, through the medium 
of a feiend, who was, she knew, devoted 
to her interest and Service, that she had 

E 3 so 
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190 &rdeparted irom her avowed reedbfc 
of nevar manrying, as to admit a senti- 
ment of high admirätion in &voiir of Mr. 
Rokehy, which 8fae had secretly nourish- 
ed untii it was makihg rapid prey of her 
peace, and would eventiially do so ef har- 
life. 

This intelligence Struck in bittemess 
to the soul of Miss Hikon; but aU of ten- 
demess for the protectress of her youth; 
all of high-wvought» romantic enthusi« 
asm, and aU of that noble disinterested» 
ncss which prefers the happiness of others 
to its own, conspired to urge the sacri- 
fice ; and in a subsequent interview with 
llokeby, m which he addressed her in 
language more marked than hitherto, 
she reined in her anguished feelings, and 
firmly repelled his attentions, hinting 
that slie thouglit them due where they 
would be well received. 

Rokeby combining this hint with 
those he had already heard fix>m the 
friend of Miss Featherstonhaugh, could 

be 
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be at no loss to asoertain his oonquest ;: 
the assumed indifference of Miss Hilton 
be believed ta be xeal; and urged hy 
piq^e,. by vanityy by interest, or by 
aU those combined, he tiansfenied bis- 
addiesses from the niece to the aunt.^ 
How benignly tbey were received needs- 
not to be told ; and a very few weeks sa w 
bim the husband of Miss Featherston- 
> bangh» and in unoontrolled possession of 
her fcnrtune, so für as d(^9ended on her- 
sdf ; for in the event of her dying with- 
out issue; a considerable part of it waa 
tetüed»^ by the will of an ancestor, on a. 
Mr. Dick^osc»), her near relation — a. 
man profligate in principle^ and lieen- 
tioua in practice. He had> long previous 
io this period» been Miss Featherston- 
baugh's ardent and importunate lover ; 
bat whether his^ attachment was to her 
person^ or to that property which he in 
part was, and in part was not, heir to,. 
seemed dubious. Be that as it may, his 
iuitwas rejected, h\i\. his hopes were not 

£ 4 finally 
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finally extinguishe^ Hiitil fiter m»M^(^^ 
he then lighted the Um^ o# Sati«^ afe^ 
the expiwng emhen of love, and vew- 
ed a revenge whicfc was noönahed^ env 
bitteped, and^ eoi^rmed hy mbseqoenft 
events. 

The fiue mind ef Mkrs HiltcHli^ muredf 
on all occasions to tread the stricte^ 
path. of duty, exerted itsdf to subdue 
the Infant attachment she'WftS'beginBing; 
to cherish, and tabehoM witbeDHiposuW 
the domestic felicity of Mr. and Mm 
Rokeby, with whom she eontiimed tot 
reside. Their happiness was tranmnt^ 
for the birth e£ Idonea wo» the deat^ 
blow of her parent. She did not bclieve 
herseif to be in danger untfl nearly the 
last awfiil hour ; but when toa fatoDjr a»- 
sured of it, before feeling and understand- 
ing entirely fled, she patheticjöy ad- 
dressed her husband and Miss Jfilton^ 
who hung over. her inconsolable, and 
recommended her Infant daughter to 
their proteetien. She spoke with a diffi- 

ciilty 
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oolty . which increaaed every moment; 
and ihih mmj fmsea and intemip. 
ticas, added -^^ My beloved Bokeby^ 
»id you, my dearest Laiey, I know too: 
weQ. that you were attached to each other 
befcre my fatlJ pasnön interposed ta se- 
parate yoU' ; but you. will yet he happy 
-^natieafrelatiandüpbiBdsyou. Lu.- 
cy, you are not my niece ; your motho» 
WM my moat ihtimate^^-H--»'* 

Thus &t only of the last sentence wa& 
intelligible ; the rest her auditors, ehill«- 
ed by auiprise and gri^, could not di$-. 

tiiQguijls- 

Miss Hilton feinted, ^nd was canied 

fiom the^ apartment ; and Rokefay^was 
19 a State Httle better. To abridge what-^ 
ev^r is extraneous, the senses qf Mfs. 
Bokeby fled sdon after her speech be^i 
aame mardculate, and in lesß than tWQ. 
]K>uFi she ejt^iied. 

Miss Hilton reooyered,^at onoe to lo^ 
ment the loss of her friend, and of all 
traoß by which she might 1)0]^ to discor 

E 5 rex. 
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ver her family or cbnnexions. Her be- 
lief of her relati(xiship to Mrs. Rokeby 
was totally eut off, since it was evident 
that lady was perfectly collected wh^i 
she made the assertion which destroyed 
such belief; she knew her to have had a 
sister who died in early.prime, tiie dr- 
cumstances of whoselife ordeath hadne- 
Ter been dearly explained to her, biit 
who she had always supposed tobe her 
mother. Thus situated, a thousaad im- 
posing considerations forbade her re- 
maining the inmate of Mr. Rokel^s> 
house ; but whither should she go ? of 
whom seek support and consolatioD? 
Though reared in the bosöm of domestic 
comfort, and surrounded from in&ocy 
by every elegance which the existing pe- 
riod and local Situation admitted of, she 
feit herseif, in one dread moment, iso- 
lated in the wide world, homeless and 
portionless. $uch a State of circumstan- 
ees, combined with the loss of a most be- 
loved iriend, with that friend's dying 

declaiations, 
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decEEffations, and acting upon a heart o£ 
extreme sensibility, and a frame natu* 
tally delicate, pioduced a nervous fever» 
which, in its consequences, confined her 
an invalid for some months, and totally 
unfitted her to devise^ still less execute^ 
plan& for the fiiture^ 

, While such was the Situation of Miss^ 
Hilton's. mindv Mr., Rokeby, thougte 
deeply deploring the loss of his wife». 
could not. abstract his from^ her last 
words ; they ever sounded on his men- 
tal ear^ and presenting themselv^s in. 
every point of view,, daimed the atten- 
tion of every &culty ; yet, enervated and 
weakened as they wer^. he now had a; 
feelihg aBout fiim which would have 
oonoealed, even from himself, that he had 
iideed once loved Lucy Hilt(Xb with ai 
tendemess beyondwhat.he had ev;er feit. 
for the late partner of his bosom;.but it 
would not do;,no effoct could' efiectu- 
ally make sudi. a conidealment,, for his^ 
Auffenngs on aceount of Miss Hilton's> 

£.61 illness» 
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illness ispoke an interest stronger than 
the united powers of friendship and hu- 
tnanity are known to create. Hi» de- 
parted wife had saidjn an awftd moment, 
and with prophetic eamestness — ^** You 
will yet be happy — ^no tie of relatiansfaip 
binds you ;" and every time the thougfat 
recurred, bis heart Tibrated with an 
emotion which seemed to say, " the pro- 
phecy will be fulfilled." He hoped, but 
bis every hope on this svibject was yet 
scarce breathed in whispers to-his souI, as 
if sacrilege was in the bare idea — ^hehop- 
ed tliat there migbt be traced amongst 
the papers of the deceased Mrs. Kokeby 
some confirmation of what she had'as* 
serted ; but, to bis unspeakable surprise, 
no papers whatever, which bore the stamp 
of consequence, on either that subject or 
iuiy other, were to be found. . The only 
suppQfiition he could hold by was, that 
Mrs. Rokeby,. previous to her confine-^. 
ment, cherishing a presentiment.of the 
event, had herseif destroyed them ; but 

Miss 
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Miss Hilton, when informed of the clr- 
cumstance, thougb she partidpated ki 
both Mr. Rokeby's astonishment anddis* 
appointmenty could not admit the prer 
sumptimi, aware that her deceased'fiiend, 
in her liien-^i^sting Situation, could not 
have had time to examine and make an 
end of soeh a karge mass of written do- 
cuments as she possessed ; some person 
then, whohad aeees» to her effects, must 
hare eonveyed away the papers, and so«- 
pidon oould rest on no one but her wo- 
n^an, who, when questioned on the sub- 
ject, denied äny such transaction, with a 
pertmadty wbich weakened, though it 
did not wholly root out, the belief of her 
guilt in the mind6 of her auditors» but 
left th^n undecided until furth« proof 
could be obtained. 

The businesa of settling Mrs. Bokehj^a 
a^&irs occasioned frequent meetings be* 
tween her husband and Didcenson, the 
next (^ kin to the infant Jdonea, and, 
but for the dmumtance of her birth, 

heir. 
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heir, as has already been 8aid, to a consi- 
derable part of her mother's landed pro-^ 
perty. 

Mr. Rokeby, but partially aequainted 
with the defects of tfais man's cbaracter,. 
was fax firom. suspecting the blaek ma- 
lignity which lurked in his heart, and 
very naturallycondudingthat^asani^m- 
ber of the family, he was, acquaiiited. 
vrith the seccet of Miss Hilton^s birtli,. 
he took an opportunity of introdudng, 
the subject ; but too candid and noble- 
minded tocemploy that winding, subüe 
mode of inquiry which migfit have foil- 
ed Diekenson at his own weapons» he,, 
with more of frankness than jpnidence^ 
asked him i£ he. knew who the lady in 
question. daimed her desoent from, and. 
why it had been made a point to insi- 
nuate a relationship between • her. and 
the late Mrs« Rokeby ?" 

Diekenson,. with all h& art, did not. 
imme^iately peraeive Bokeby's motiyes. 
for these inquiries, but,, the , sktye of inte:- 

rest 
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rest himself, supposed him to be govem- 
ed by the same oonsiderations, and that 
he was now harassed with an apprehen- 
sion that Miss Hilton tnight have sonae 
sort of clahn on the property af her de- 
parted fHend. To do away such an idea, 
was, he conceived, of moment to him- 
seif; he therefore, shortly and hastitly, 
replied — *^ No, no, sir ; Miss Hilton has 
no natural daim on the property <^ our 
family ; in default of your daughter, it 
centres m me, and me alone." 

Thougfa his eagemess, and the selfish 
Impulse in which it originated, were 
both apparent to Rokeby, he was yet sq 
delighted with this un^quivocal testi«- 
mony, on a subjeet so interesting to his 
feelings, fix)m one thus nearly connected 
with the family, that, in the flush of the 
moment, and m the hope of obtaining 
further oonfirmation, he told Diekenson 
what his late wife had said in her last 
moments. As he spoke, the loiimated 
glow of his eheek, and thö brilliuit fiash 

of 



88 BROtrOHAM. CASTLE.. 

of his eye^ gave his auditor to eomppe^ 
hend what sentiments bad urged lüs in« 
quiries; «id, prompted hj tbe inhe^nt 
maKgnity of hi$ disposkion, he F^pented^ 
haTing so incumbQntly denied the affi- 
nity of Mr9: Rokeby and Miss Hlltoi^ 
to each otber; and eagep to do away, if 
possible, the iippramcm of kis words, he 
Said, with sneering irony of yptoe aitd 
manner*^** Why, sin,, in «pealdng jus* 
now of Miss Hilton*^ supposed diuiii, t 
apprehend I used the wosd natund in« 
stead of kgal; obsenre, however, Ida 
not take upon me te say that she has 
nottkeß>rmery but I dopositively aSmA^ 
that she cannot urge t/ie latter.^ 

^Moments there nrc, wHich iu \\\e,\T i:a|)jd Ok^l: 
Bring tbe slow mysterie^ uf year& to light." 

Thiswasoneofthem. The guile^ftaughf 
and saroastic countenance, Üie flend-like 
ton6, and the fl^^rant prevarieation of 
Diokenson, at ooe^ unfolded hi« ehanto- 
ter to Rokeby, and showed him the ▼^ 

lain 



laini&hisdarkestpaiivtof^dciir. Acen- 
yitüon ÜBsbßi on his mind^ tihat; tx> lop« 

swer «tee- siiiifiter puirpoeef ei haa ownt: 

he hailpossessed himmlf of Mm. Bokor 

Ig^s pape» tkwogh^ tte inedium <rf her 

serrant; bubthk wa&a mjbgact on. wfaidv 

a& he €9uldii not bpxig tfe» ehaorge bonw 

to thr a^re09oi^ isa he ftit himself een>» 

denemed^tCMsäniGe; howcvdr^thefiistUlow 

vm^wtofw strael^ aad the^r didt not partt 

mlAEOiMi meh^ Ipkter virnfä» on both sadea. 

as' laiet tbe feundMiimi.^ » hurtiiig enmi* 

ty. Wiäi Bxd^liy, kideed, scich^ would:: 

nerar liaTe beeri^an aetlw prindpH lior » 

passive oiie bejF^cmd tbHit ooiitoiiipt an 

hcHTence which » rirtitoue Boind eaimot 

but feel fbr flagrant and incomg»>k. 

wiekedness, tliough k i» ever aßd^red ta 

bope thät the dawn (^Fepentance aad ve^ 

fcMTBoation may hereafter «rise in a heart 

thue guittj ; hut vn^ Dickensoil it be^ 

oanie a jMX>ted, settled, delibcrate detep-- 

muiation to work theman wbom hcf now 

hated as hi» enemj and h« advet^saiy 

idl pomble ii^ury and löifiehief. 

Rokeby'j» 
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Rokeby'8 first act, on his xetum faome;. 
was to hdbi a firesh inquisMion on the 
woman,.wh0m he, witbm much Qokiur oT 
justice, suspected of having secceted tbe" 
papers. Nothing tnuispired taciamiiuife 
her*^ but herflight from his house, two^ 
days after she was thus qaestioned» c^rried. 
at least presumptive proof <^ her guUt. 

Though both Bx)keby and Miss Hil- 
ton were thus entirdy cut off fiom. ob» 
taining any shadow of infbimadoii on a< 
point so interesting to their fedüoigs^ not 
the remotest doubt darkened the mind 
of either, that Mi&.Rokeby had spoken 
truth in assertingthat no degree of ida- 
tionship subsisted between the latter and. 
herseif. 

Time meUowed tiieir ^sorrows for the 
loss they had sustained; the powerful 
feelings ^ youthful and early attach- 
ment reviv-ed ; and abcnittwelvemonths. 
from the period of his wife's death». 
Rokeby was blessed with the band of 
Lucy Hilton, aware that in thus uniting 
himself, he was giving his Infant Idonea. 

the 
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the tenderest and most attached ef mo* 
then. But the demoniac malice of 
DickensoH soon projected the down&Il 
of tibeir domestic oomfort; for on inSor^ 
mation which fae obtained ta be given^ 
» suit was commenced against them in 
the eodesiastical court, for having inter- 
married within a prohibited degree of 
oonsanguinity ; and as it was totally out 
of their power to bring forward any evi- 
dence to disprove the accusation, the only 
measure they coiüd have recourse to was 
the one ah'eady named as having been 
adopted — ^to retire to Temple-Sowerby,. 
Ü place endowed with privileges which 
rendered it a sanctuaty forrefiigees wh<y 
had offended in the way the Rokebys 
were supposed to have done. Here they 
had resided ever since, safe from the per- 
secuting malice of Dickenson, whose 
baseness met its just retribution ; for bis 
extravagance had so far deranged bis af 
fairs, that he was himself compelled to 
lead the life of a fugitive. 

No 
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No cjpcugnatence haii tisupusME to- 
throw the remoteot fight oix. Hb^ fawily 
faistory of Mrs. IUiM>y ;. wid«. tibmstgbi 
tine had in. a goeat dtgnae Uuot^ hßt 
Kgrets on tfaat subject, still th^re wcare 
moments wlifixt she suOGscsd mudi um-* 
tal iDqiüetudie^ wbich had ifar^MigM^ iiü. 
tiiose fedihgs. 
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TtME wwe over at H^urtö^ wiAout 
an j commumc»tion beäag nftOide te Cy- 
Tus of the nature loord Costlemoine had 
led him to expect, tbough Cadmus still 
remamed the marqois's guest. 

His lordship continued very u^W€l]^ 
aad aaw little oompany ; for thoiigli^Qa^ay 
vlsitors of high rank presefited th^n- 
selves^ few were admittedr to those whö 
were^ lord Hactfield was preaented iit. 

form :l 



-fyan-. irut, hy im £aäiAfs<üeaaaterht «lid 
tfot, ut ptefumty xcept an j itiVitatioiis in 
4Ae odghbourhood» 3>ut confined his 
^wwfd Wfidikfi enlärety to the ftomains 
oFHartfidd. 

The sedudod i«nd nväkndicAy iafe led 
t^lcnrdCifiitemaiiie^his efvidentiü-hedltfa, 
Bbstraction, and total tvredk of spirits^ 
gave :at "Smt ^eat pem to the «enuCive 
Änd affecticAmtehirartafhisacHi; büthis 
mppT^hensioons yiekied when he fband 
tfaat thie chicrf domestics, and, bejicmd all, 
the abb^ Debnünt, did not tbiiik -the 
maiquis «^ously ill, and in Üatse points 
^bnly oonsiäered bim as ptuBuing the 
»i^al röütine öf Ins häMtfi -of life ; and 
Cadmtis Said, in'his sneering^way— »**Cer- 
taihly it is very vitiq)erabte ki lürdCas- 
ilemaine to yidkl hunself rto tiuBttne- 
'itttigity,'* 

Orosthtp^te faasd Iseen Bboüt Ibree 

iveeks at Hartfield wben he received a 

^l&sbsr&otn Yas-mfe, in whic^ omoftgst 

•^Mihtt fieom of iodeffigeiMie, iAev^Bted 

thaft 
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that L3rulpli Brisoo was mücB bettdr, 
and was then at Mr. Rokeby's, his jxxe^ 
dical directors bdng of opinion thai 
<*hange of air and place would prore be- 
nefidal to both his health and spirits. 

Pkudenoe ^added an inidignant para» 
^graph, imparting that Uie Rokebjrs and 
the Briscos had abjured all anterooune 
with her, she siipposed in oonseqaenoe 
<)f Cadmus's disapproval of Cyrus*8 at- 
tachment to Idonea — a measure whidp» 
thougfa at fiist disposed to blame» she 
flow perceived was one of grtet fm- 
priety ; and sinoe the Bokebys had bt- 
haved so haughtily, she should enjoy 
•their mortification on finding they had 
aspired where they had so little {N^ten- 
sion ; for hersel^ though living without 
her dear Cyrus would be next to death» 
still her heart would rejoice to 9ee him 
ride in his own looadi, and hedr him call« 
^my lord. 

Cadmus readihis part i>f ^ fetter to 
Cyrus, and bestöwing od the Rokebys 

4md 
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smd Briscos the epithet of vitüperable 
Idioten passed an tö other tc^ics more 
*cöTkgemj^ to his feelkigs. Bot Lyulph 
Ükisod, the inmate of Idonea's dwdling, 
' alone claimed :the attention cf Cyrus, 
seused every 'fiKniky, oocüpied ev&ry 
thought, and Imnigfat bade all he had 
€eared, believed, and imagmed a few 
Veeks l)efore on Üie bonksof Ullswat;^. 
It was not that Idonea had ever been 
deposed fibm tiie sov^eighty sfae held 
in h» Ix^som, 6r that he had ever been 
otnmindfcd of ihe reconciliation which 
4ia4 taken plaee between them; bat 
sinee his xesidenoe in Ireland, 4n -scenes 
and under drcomstances to him so new 
and unexpected, his mind had necessariiy 
been a}>8tracted firom former views and 
halntsi added 4k> which, the tendemess 
with wbicb loFd Casrtlemainetreated -hitii 
had nourished an ahnbstainconsdous 
li<^ that he might, in time, be induced 
'?to 4recede from hisfonner Strange and yet 
'WnekplainedTesohitiön-rä the^übject of 

lüs 
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his€€n'ß mätnagp ; but Aow tbis flotr^ 
«iivwaveii peanapectiTe r&ded befove fMe 
t^ertaiütjr of ci^ptaui Brisetf s itendence 
wider the same rcMif wiäi Misi/Rokebjr. 
A41 the inherent Jealöus^ef laSi Bftfcuie 
flamed mit afimh ; lätid whäe jBentri Vi- 
sion eVer paintdd tbe fine eym.of Ijfulph 
pleading with persaasive' elo^uekiee to 
Idonea, love was abaoibed m deaac^ aai 
faope in ddubt. 

'" Cn)sth\¥Eite was «evBral iimes on the 
point of quitting Hartfield, but IbrdCas* 
tlemaine pressed his remaining ; and the 
afiectionate Cyrüs, most reluctant to 
part with his early friend and instructor, 
seoonded the invitation withall the riie- 
toric in his power. 

Cadmus» thus assailed» protrftcted bis 
«tay to upwards of a monith» when biui* 
ness imperiously demanded his Tcltum 
home. The day beibre his diepartur^ he 
entered lord Hartfield's Apartment, and 
after a long exordium, gave the yoimg 
nol^küian a detail» wlbiob» when tmns- 

lated 
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lated ^to modern and ihtelligible Ei^^. 
fish, WAS in i^ubstänee as foUows :-^ 

^ Thefiunfly name of tSiepresent aiar^ 
qubtif Xl^asÜemaine "wbs Ponscmbjr ; he 
was a jtoiior son of the geatleman la 
calledt Who has already been mc^tidiied 
as the patron c€ Crostiiwaite's youliK 
He was ediicated Tdr thex^urdi, and at^ 
the usoal age took orden ; soou vidier 
whidi lie ntiarried Miss Dacre, SMt cou^ 
äa to the ydang baronet witfa whom' 
Crosäiwtdte nsiAe ihe tdortif Eutopa^ 
Thbugh the parties weie wellmiited hl 
the pdnts of age, person, birth, and fbr* 
tune, it mi^t yet be tegärded ratber as 
a imion of obediimce tha^ indinatioti on 
both sides, P<xisonby bdng induenoed 
by bis father, and Miss Da(sre by her 
Hndeand guardian« 

** It is notoiious that iSie court^party 
of the Engtish dergy, aboüt the fatttef 
end of the telgn of the seeoiid Ctiätles,* 
eould seiMrcely be dassed with the re^ 
Ibrmed, büt wese in doctriAe and disci* 
"▼OL. IX. r pUne 



dtJUoDßf as to iQuIi^ k no matt9:Of sw- 
lil!»« thM^ Üiey ahould jpin that ecimmu- 
«ion, w^ten, qn tbe «i^Dcesoon of ' JaiDciii 
Aie' S^iOOQd, tl)e sttictioni, infli^im^ and 
4ffmph of th^'i^ODWK^ l«c^ to. sodi 4 

]lK>i!^ pnMaiiiiHiti thafti Mr.- VomqfsAjt 
^4itMie «^miiicl» deeply tinctimdr'wit}]' ro- 
mmtei idad supecfititiofQ, ' wa#> eaify^ in- 
lSiin6^t6pap€ry, änd-at th^p^iio^now 
imäA OM^deratioD; he openly prqIfgQed 
IM te)iet6, adopting them inihdr M 

*^ liie cel2bci(y of : the idergy, fhough 
iieyer held by the Romam&ts as'an essen- 
tiai ot fuhd^uoiä^^läl artide^in as muckas 
it . wa3 üej^eted in someommtTies^iandf vß- 
liemfently oppos^d iit^odlejs, waa a point 
at;j^bat tUäe %14y:in)B«ted:upo^ 
«^ ^Poi)8i(^by Iwt^ned t^the^fypjxist^ 
aig^umeiitif lis^ fe^jl^ypapiab'guidas: to^ 
pecsuaöe hiw ooi tfaJ£rriBfilge4i ü^til^jb^ 
uiuißKstaadiijig;« Imsfmß eßtjrely, irosped». 

and 
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«id lie xnade tt an absolute caseof cön- 
Bcienoe to sepamte himself fromliis futti- 
afale wifb^ and to abjure his infimt son. 
Hier pleadingi^ he thougfat it a crime tb 
liafen to; her tears hedeemed it viitue 
to withstand; and tfae soft voice of ns- 
tiue, througH the dear medjum of .an 
only child, was, his .m&tuated.bigotiy 
faeUeved, a temptation which he was call- 
ed upon by Heayen to resbt ; he restored 
t^ his wife the fortune he had teceived 
with her, and ftom thät time attadied 
himself toa nobleman who was his.rela- 
tion and patron, and a firm adherent of 
king James; 

• ^' Yielding himself to the most'gloomy 
teiiets*.of the faith he had embraeed, hc 
stibmitted tothe most severe penanöes 
for the crime which he thought he häd 

in having married« iohd these 
; npoR a Constitution naturally de- 
injured his heaith so much that it 
visibly declined. 

. '< JX is diffieult to say. whether such a 

F 2 perversion 
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pervenion of the luiderstanding jnerited 
pUy or blame, but the former alone W9» 
due to his exoeUent injured wife, whob 
f(^ the -sake of her child» endeavourec^ to 
'Support vnäi firmaess «ad cügiütythii 
desertion of heir misguided hushand. 
T^he uiicle nvho had beent her guardian 
was dead, and having po near relatives, for 
her cousm, sir Bobert Dacre» was (as hau 
aheady beep hiixted) a man of so morose 
a dispositign, that little mterepurse oould 
be maintalned with him, she soi^ht 
an asylum at Lee-^^Hall near Alston» a 
small mansion and fann, oecupied by a 
person who had been a tenant of her fa- 
ther^s. Here she had been only a few 
n^onths, when a compLunt, chiefly the 
consequence of broken peaoe, terminated 
her sorrows and her life. 

'^ Cadmus Crosthwaite, whose youtfa 
had been passed m the seryiee of the 
Ponsonbys and the Daeres, and who fdt 
for every member of the latter fanüly a 
degree of respect approaching to venera- 

tion» 
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tion, was her trusted adviser and agent 
in an ber aSaurs, and fo his care, in hek* 
last momenfis, sbe bequeathed her son^ 
vnth a request, dictated by wounded 
feeling, tbat he might be calEed by her 
name, and not that of his fktVer, and 
that he might be educated' in the strict 
profbssiöh of the Protestant faith. 

•* Mr. Ponsoiiby's visit to Brougham 
Castle, a short time subsequent to her 
deatb, has ah'eady beeh related.^ It was^ 
jiist affer the abdication of kmg James,^ 
wbose adhefehts; conscious that they had 
Been litöe dSsposedto^ show mercy to tue 
<^posite party, believed that they had 
little to expect in retum, and endeavour- 
ed, by fligM and disgtrises, to shon the 
proscription they dreaded. 

. ** Ponsonby, as' has ah^aidy been ob» 
served^ told Crosthwaite, that as it re- 
spected Cyrus-, he should hold his mo- 
ther's Orders sar^red, nor wotrld he yiolate 
one of thenr, büt determined, so far ag 
depended ob himself, to counteract the 

£ ä effects 
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effects of wliat ]ie oonsidered his crime^^ 
that of having been a husband, and the 
father of one who was to be rearad a 
Protestant; he ddiveredto Cadmus .tiaat 
dreadful paper *in which he denounoed 
his maledictieii on bis ill-fated sor if ev^ 
he sought to; discover the author of faia 
being, became a minister of the reiörm» 
ed church, es* entered into the State of 
matrimony, which Ponsonl^ regieitded as 
carrying his crime down to posterity« 

'' His struggle witlt the feelrngs ofmu 
ture wlien lie sawhis iimocentdbild, and 
tlie dcep superstition of his duDracter; 
were described in their proi^er place: 
From Brougham he wesA over to Ire- 
land, fr<Mn whence he afterwards attend-» 
ed the fugitive monarch to Fruice, in 
which country he resided thirteen years, 
That genial dimat^ greaüy restored his 
healtb, but his gloomy habits remained 
ynaltered. He corresponded at inter- 
vals with Cadmus, but never expressed 
any interest in the concems of his son, 

further 



fturt^er äiän to be aissüi^ that bis ih« 
jtmctions Were obey^. He had, thä 
feregoiiig Stimmer, vety une^pedtedty 
gMCe^ded to the honom^ of Casäeinaine» 
in consequence of the. sixeoes^ve deaths 
tf the late marquis, his son, and fais awü 
iMer brother ; of courgre the krge estates 
Und personal prc^ierty of the houses of 
CasÜemaine and Fonsonby all centered 
in hütai ; bis fbrtmie was in ccoitequ^Uci 
iinmeiiae: ciitnimstances are knoTvn tö 
change setitiments, and these matädal 
and 'unexpected vicissitudeä^ effected a 
very imporsant one in his, That ardent 
de»re of perpetualang their name and 
liifeTr honours, whieh is the ixatural, or, ff 
. that Word eannot be aUöwed, inherent *or 
-immutable feeKng of nobilityy probapt* 
ed him to take the dedded meäsure of 
applying to the papal conrt for that ab- 
fiolution, dispensation, and indulgence, 
which, according to his code of opinions, 
wcmid caiieel the guilt of having, been 
- f4 at 
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atonoe apnest SBd a parent» aii^ juaHl^ 
lißm to himself in secuiing to bis aoa 
ihofie honours and dignitiw wUcb». Iijr 
the law8 of bis oountry, he was hdur ta 

^* Such was the Position ofafiairs when 
Cadmus deemed it his uicumbent duty 
to acquaint lord Casdemaine, in a hasty 
letter^ with the attachment Cynis had 
formed ; and his lordship^ in consequenee^ 
dreading lest his son shouldconneat bimr 
seif beneatK his rank in life; took there- 
Solution of sending for him to Hartfield» 
and avowing their relationship in the 
way which has already been detailed." 

Such was the substance of Ctosthwaite^li 
rommunication, which bis young fiiend 
listened to with very painful emotions ; 
bis heart bled for the woes whicb had 
torn the bosom. of bis axniable motbei; 
and contemplated his father with a che- 
rished pity, yet with a shade of censur^ 
which he vainly strove to suppress. 

The only intelligence whicb Cadiinu 

addcd 



added wa9» that the pontifical 6at faad 
not yeb airived^ but was daily and anxi^ 
i»uflly expected fay the marqui&. 



»■ 



CHAFTER VE- 



#»«»*»<i#i#i» ^ »#»»#i» 



Wh£K CK>sthwake quitted Ireknd, lord^ 
Hartfield eamesüy solicited and obtain«- 
ed hj^ piomise to write him word of 
eyery eyent of iHipertance which should 
takeplaaeintbeRokebyfaHÜly^ . 

J&yery bour of delay in the arriyal ot 
the messengßr from Korne seemed to 
augment the dejectibn and initability of 
Jord Ci^Üemaines, which broke.out in 2^ 
jOiöusai^d little mstances similar to ther 
foUowing: — 

Otn^ evening, as they , sat ßt , supper, w 
j0y, wl4cB.^ had been playing round ther 
icapdle^ singed lis wing ; the, marq^uis^ 
«ontempl^ted its ägpnies same time üi^ 

^ F 5 silent 
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fiildnt mdancholy, then cnuhing it witfa 
Ins iumxl, /be laid, in a tone df despon- 
dency — *' iThy miserie^ toe enAüd ;-.tiiat 
blow is to thee annihilation, but.to man 
dcath— -^^ He broke off the sentenoe 
and groaned. 

This un varfirig gfcoin Insensibly sunk 
the spirits of his son and the abbö Del- 
mont, now his only companions. The 
abb^, mild ähd pkdd bofii by natune 
atid habit,.bent his every effbrt to sooth 
that tthguish' w)üch reäson coüM not em- 
dicate, and whiöh inistaken ideas of reli- 
gion servfed to nourish ; but CJyrus oould 
önly jsecond his efforts by the most Te- 
spectful and difectionate attention» fi>r 
he evor had ä feeling about him, whichi 
either haying its origin in the fHgid 
xnanQer$ of lord Gl^stlemalne» or in the 
drcumstance of his never having resided 

with bim tili: hot;^^ detefrfed him ^m 

• • • • " 

usmg thatircedom with bis paränt wfaieh 
otherwise he wonld hav^ dcme. 
At length ttke dispenssftion arri^ed» 

executed 
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«*tecuted with due observance of eveiy 
form ; it seemed to act like magic oh the 
marquis» to renovate bis heälth, and re^^ 
ammate his spirits. tie removed*ihime- 
diately to his residcnce iii Dublin, j^re- 
aented his son to the viceroy, introduced^ 
him to the first drdes in thö kingdoiJi, 
änd tdok measures to obtaili foi* him a 
seät in the Irish Senate the first väöancjf 
that Äould happen. 

In an this Cjrrus püncttt6ll}r oh&yeSt 
his commands» as inatterSf Whidi hia Sta- 
tion iti Wd re^uiredMm to obsIeürTe; Us 
Ke saw thätthenext pdnt withlöidCas- 
ti^msähe woxiid be to eontiöct him ]ä 
itteniftge stiHaUy tb läM rknk, ed mahy 
Y&ahglai&m cfüäiiad'W&re t^etoöimnihid- 
0äi6 fits «h6ice, in a way b&tVr^n jest' 
and eamest ; but with the wonted &et^ 
iiftgjs of totÄantic ymith, Ms h6aft adher* 
ed td tue ^ject of its ft?&t )-6g&rds, and 
«ftf Ih^Uie a tüsdlbtioii wtiiefa he \Säieyeä 
hSi^&üia^i0&-s^^ äfhity tai^ 
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sist all. att^mpts to induce him to form 
another Union.. 

The first letter receiyed fkom Gros- 
thwaite afler bis retum to Brougham 
was addtessed to Lord Castlemaine; o£ 
course Cyrus coiüd not expectany news 
bf the Rokeby s ; but it came aeoompa- 
ed by an episüe to himselffrom Arthur. 
Biisco, which he had transmitted to Cad« 
mus, with a request that he would for- 
ward it tp Ireland. It was in anawer to- 
bne which lord Hartfidd had wzitten: 
to his yc^ng £riend» and oontained lit^ 
tie beyond the most cordial congratu- 
lations on his recent change of foctune. 
The B>okebys were never mentigned in. 
it, nor the slightest gl^iee glyen at aay 
cdrcumstance in which they weise {2j(iii- 
cemed. 

The winter months passed away^ andi 
at an early period, of the spring lord Caa- 
tlemsdne, accompainied by hif son stA 
the abb^ Delmon^ retumed to Hart» 
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field, finding the air of that place mover 
eongenial to bis health than that of Dul>- 
Mn. They had not been there above a 
week, when a letter from Crosthwaite 
was delivered to Cyrus; he opened it 
wkh trembling eagemess, yet with an 
vodeßnable sengation of dreadr but what 
terms «hall reoord hi» feelings when he 
lead Khe informatioii. that cqptaui Brisco^ 
rartored to pesfect healtb» häd gone over 
to Iielindt but that faye had bot traveUed 
fdone^fbr tfaat Miss Stanley — and^oh ! tor- 
tntß te the aiml of Cyrus^ Miss Rokeby 
alsG^ wer« his eompanions ! The paper 
fön fKHn hfs nerveless gcasp^ a mist 
seemed to Qbacure Ms sight, and it was 
tome muHitesbefore he oould so &r com- 
pdae hi^ mind^ or aerange his ideas, aa 
to refleet on wh$t he had read^. and thea 
it aeemed such a departuxe from^ every 
peeedent, such a violation of all pro- 
yriety^so incos^ruous in eveiy shape, for 
twojingle females^ without any chape» 
wa of Üveir own. sex, to travdk with a 

young 



* * *■ 



110 BiBtOtrOHAft CASTLE. 

yowig military man, that it excited in 
the refined mind of Cyrus a Sensation 
liearly approoching to horror; they must 
surely forfeit all pretensions to tespect- 
ability, unless one of them appeared in 
the character of his wife, of whicli Gros- 
thwaite had not given the renrK>test 
faint Buttibe tnore lord Hartfidd r^ 
flected upon it, th^ more he feit eotw 
Yinced in his owti mind that it matC h% 
«o; yet it eould not be I«abeBii Sfoiu 
ley ; her . near reAatidfifi^ip t*^ I^ytäphi 
though it eould noi Mncticm her h&Rg^ 
his travdQing axnpaHkff), wai such as 
made them r^ard eash oth^r bl afanoti 
the lighft of brotfaervatiA «ifl«er« St» 
was ' not lesM than twenty-dghtv Hficl 
thoagh^ in ereiy r&speci, iretf tOsnäHM 
aadagreealble^ ihe trAs^ 1^ HA taesm^ÜS». 
vornan likdy to Mfrt^ücF«« tAttft Wh» 
hads^en äo mmh {>{ t^ iitcM 4t Ijf^ 

väfh Bimm: bvff IdolM» Rillttl^ IMtf 
«ehted to hiM«iriy itf ä'Pety MftfMe AS^ 

accoiuh 
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accomplishments ; was transcendently 
gifted Trith the tarest qualiiies of the 
mind and the heart, and would inherit 
what, in those days, might be termed 
a lärge fartune. Idbnea then, Cjrus 
thought^ must either be already the wife 
of Brisco, or was to become so immedi- 
ately on tlieir arrmd in Ireland, and thö 
iäea ejtcited in hitn tfae most dreadfiil 
idteifhilies dfrkge, of angnish, and of re- 
moTse, för having ever yielded Ws affeo- 
liöns to ifie eminre of stich a woiiiän ; 
then jiäde came^i aid of fbrtitade, and h6 
flattered himself he had oonquered a jn- 
yenile, iB-pläced attachment; but imagi- 
nation was ever wandeiing back fo tfaö 
silvan shades of Whinfield Fafk, änd to 
ditys of departed peace' and defi^t, witil 
the angcüsh diat preyed on faisheart made 
visible ravages ön Ms frame ; a mebM'- 
^oly gloom sadden^ his firie j^ones; 
and thd rose fled irom his hte blooifiii^ 
cheek. The patenmal soft d türf fe of htd 
Castlänuuaie Waft- aitaraied, and peAüpt 

«iispi^ing 
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suspecting that his son's heart was tfie 
seat of his malady, he prcgected and pro- 
posed an excursion which should for the 
present amuse bis. chagrin» and might he 
eventually producttve of consequences 
which should remove it. 

Amongst the Irish Catholic nohility 
with whom the marquis was on tenns of 
friendly intimacy, were the ead and 
Gountessof Inishannon.. Theiraequaint- 
ance commeneed in Franoei in which 
country, and at Rome,. they Ksided se* 
veral years.; faut for the thiee last they 
had lived chiefly at Kilarvon, a fine seat 
of the earPs, about thirty miles firom EjI^ 
kenny. One son and one daughter were 
their sole surviving issue: 

C3rrus had been introduced to this &» 
mily the preceding winter at Dublin» 
and deemed them. deservingof high es- 
timation ; as a husband^ a ^ther^a fiiend,, 
and a landlord, the ead shone in the first 
dass of worth and excellence. His lady 
possessed rieb remains of grace and 

Wauty> 
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beairfy^.and ixir her the dignity of high 
rank and middle age was softeaed bjr 
fhe mo6t attractive female sweetness an^ 
gentileneBS. 

Their son, lord Broomsgrove, nöw 
about twenty-four» was, lord Hartfield 
ihougfat, the most amiable young man 
he had yet seen in Ireland; but bis 
sijBter, lädy Teresa Nugent, four years 
his junior, was one of those cbaracters 
which» on a first aoquaintance, at onoe 
. daim admiration and enforce respect In 
person she was tall, commanding, and 
^Qugestic; her &ce wasr beautiful, and her 
countenance expressive ; but either the 
^lings of lord Hartfield assodated every 
object with those long domiciliattfl in 
Im hear^ or eise a really-existing resem- 
blance Struck him,, in tiie two Interviews 
he had with lady Teresa, betweea her 
Jfeatures and those of Hannah Harrop, 
c^stain Biiseo*s rustic favourite, whilrt 
the tones of her voiee were so strikingly 
like those of Mrs. Bx>keby» that he could 

scarcely 
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warcely x^enuade ^imifelf i>M: H ipvte ^e 
irho spoke. 

Tfaose traitsr of DesembUnoe did Mt, 
however, cxtend to the manncr. of la^ 
Teresa ; that was enthely her awn, and 
wore a pecufiar and 'oa|»feivlitii^ 4&mtm; 
it had morecf the fteedott of ioMdMi 
times, than of ihe atatelytsetMiMif thfin 
in fadiion; but ihere was in k agiMe 
and a corc&ility m vmffSected, m wMa- 
died, and as imich tbe inhereiit attriliute 
of lady Teresa» as waatiie iflisb of htr 
biilliant eye. 

Lord Inishannon waa rieh ifl hsib 
knded and persofnal pro|>€irty; the fift* 
mer wouid^ of course,^ desoönd to hia aonr 
wMkt lady l^ereaa, it was genenXfy be* 
lieved, would, beyond her^ fordon of 
the latter» inherit the whole {^Inoperty of 
B, maiden^ aister of the earPs, whoae idol 
sfae was; «o much so^ ^at the soM'-will 
aaid to be the diaraeteristic ai^ ooly 
foible of thfs yoHAg lady, was generdly 
asorSML to the piurtial ind%ilgaiee shown 

her 
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her hy Üäi iunt Sudi was the dKmiity 
at KHaorvbn, lüid there was ^scatrotly ati(v 
thar in Iiohmd tö whidi lord Castle^ 
■daine wonM so willingly have allied hk 
nnr^ iSie «Bik, penon, ft>]«ltme/ and, inei- 
ymid bU; tbe rdigion of iady^Tertm^ 
wattBfaßAj kmh m he wisfaed m th^ 
wife tif 'Cyms ; he hnA, bm tiresäy ob^ 
aevred) beeiL edacafjed ki 1^ fefbrtned 
religion, by the exjnress iiij«ndicii of Mft 
aoetiaier, ^whkli'PfniBGitby, then baving 
onljr a * i^*ery vemote aaid improbflSble 
chanee of ever holding that Station äl^ 
fldciety whith he wait now caUed to £31^ 
hitid aolemnly pronwed not 4o vidatei 
beyondtbis^ he watf Teiy sendilie of the 
advantages which aPrakestant noUeftiMt 
posaesses orer a CathoUc one^ of eoopse 
he did not urge bis son tobeoDme a con^ 
yttt to popery; bat it was his eamest 
wish that he should marry ^a dbughter öf 
tiiechurdi of Rom^ as in that oAse bis 
female desoendahts wottld, in dl moba* 
faility, be educated JnthatoomihunkHi. 

Lord 
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Loid Hartfield oould not bot see tluf 
hopes and intentiom of liis fatiiev ivhea 
he proposed a visit to Kifaunrön; yet he" 
ofFered no ob|ecti(m to the plan; for he 
never opposed the marquis^ wiahea ob 
any pcint; accorduigly a day in the en^ 
Miing week was fixed finr their departare^ 
and the abb^Dehnonti who was wdl 
known to lord and. lady Inishannon,, was 
to be of the part^. 

The evening before they were to set 
ouf». Bord Castlemauie received a letiei; 
whieh he read to himself in thepresenoe 
of his son ; it seemed of great length^ 
and Cyrus, as he stole a glance at his 
countenanee^ saw it marked with an 
expression of yisibte surprise, blended 
with another feeling r but wbether that 
might be regret, vexation, disappoint» 
ment, or some other of the same ckuss, he 
eoukl not exactly define. 

When the marquis had* finished the 
perusal, he sat some minutes. abstracted 
in thoughta. and theasaid to his son/ia 

that 
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bat Mit of ti»ie whidi at once made 
jOKOvm his uHUl» and barred all inquiiy 
ato iti moÜTes — ** We do not go to 
S^Jarvon to-moirow.'* 
^XtfOrd Hartfield did not rentiire to 
make any otfaer reply than such as mere- 
ly . signofied aoquiesoenoe and submis- 
nqfn ; but he asked whether the Inishan- 
Bon fiimfly were aM well» and reeeived 
an affirmative answec 

The maiquis then rdapied into a fit 
of Qiusiiig ; but in about n quarter of an 
hour he rang the bell^ and whai a ser- 
vant attended, bade his son good-nightp 
and retired to bis own apartment» where 
h^ sent to request the •Company of the 
sbbä X)ehnont» wlio was reading in the 
library. 

Cyrus Tainly tned to oonjecture why 
a yittt which lord Castlemaine had been 
evidently so much interested about, was 
thus abruptly suspended; so 6r as re- 
qpected himsel^ he feit totally unoon* 
fiemed; &x though he allowed lady 

Teresa 
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Teresa to be a very lavely and captiv»- 
img woman» he had not at present any 
tfaoughts of attaching himself to her. 

The next day the marquis vrss 
gloomy, abstracted- in thought, and 
somewhat peevisb; three weeks wore 
over, and no mention was mäde of the 
Inishannon faviily ; about this^periodthe 
abbä Delmont received a letter fiom his 
sister, who had been long married and 
settled in England» eamesüy pressing 
him to make her a yisit^ a» her husband 
was very ill, imd at such a juncture his 
Society would be a real consolation. 

Lord CasÜemaine^ though he feit 
great reluctanee to parting with him. 
even for a short time, could not at this 
crisis express any; the Bbb6 departed, 
and the marquisN»- habltual raehndiely 
aeemed to gather strength inhi^absence, 
whilst lord Hartfield sappressed tfae 
gnef which ever* raftkledm his' o^n 
hearty and exert€fd himself to sootbaad 
amute his parent 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

« • 

I^st^MOKT had been gone near a fort- 
vighU wh^n the marquis complained pf 
^i^iQ and giddmess in his head, attend- 
^ by a lethargic indination aqd diifi- 
x^ty Qf breathing ; on th^ second day . 
jofhifi bdng thus apectedf his son eamest- 
Ijs |](re$sed him^ to have ßdvice^.bjut copld 
oniy Qbtain a promise^ that if th^ symp- 
tfjj^ .oontinued the following day, he 
^YHuld allow .a .physici^n to b^ sent for 
üpm Dublin. He was Dot worse in the 
«vening, and retired early. 
. Tbe ch^mb«r.o«^ied,,by Cyrus w^is 
Gl4y sepacated &om that of hij$ ,f^^ 
ibfgf on/9. whei^e the Qbb^}Deln;^ont islept 
vd»^,at Hfuctfkil^f ab^ ihxe^ ii^tb^ 
moming, he was. aW;|^k^ic4.l>y |Q^t^Pf 

gaUery 
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^allay— a low murmur of Toioes» mA 
Budi a oambination of sowids bb excited 
a vague but general feeling of alariii and 
ooDstematioh; he staried ftoA hia bed» 
and hast^ied to dress himaelf^ inthe oer» 
tain belief tbat lord CasÜemaine was 
yeiy iD; fae was hal£attired wfaen ^le 
marqnuTs valet npped at the door; Jthe 
taper wlnch he cairied gleamed. tm Ins 
oountenance» and d]qila)red its wUd dis» 
minr, wladi stni€k to the heart <rif C7- 
TOS — ^ Gndona Heaven r he^aculated» 
^ what 18 the mattar, Verdonne? ia my 
father worse ?*• 

** He ia. my lord," he replied; and 
ailer tlie pause of n moment, added— 
^* I apprehend bis lordship is in great 
danger.'* 

Cyrus flew to the galleiy; Verdonne 
foUowed, and dasping bis aim, stiove to 
detam htm — " Do not go, my lord,"* he 
Said, with mudi emotion^» ^ I fear dl is 
over — ^the laiarquis is dead.** 

There are words» there «re tones, 

there 
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Biere aK looks, wliich make an impreii* 
sion never — ^never to be erased ; this wai 
such a . moment to Cyrus ; it ise^ned to 
srtrtke on that chord which connects th6 
ethereal imd tenrestrial powers of man^-^ 
* I i«fifl go, Verdonne,'* he exclaimedT 
in' wild anguish, and breaking fix>m hii 
hoUt knelt the ttext möuxent by the bed 
öffalsparerft 

Ix>rd Castlemaine was indeed tni 
tnore; he exhibited evident S3miptoini' 
of havmg «xpired in a fit of a!p<^lexy j 
every nerve of Cyrus was tiearly palsied 
trith anguisfa, but « sttong jMincif^e <^ 
düty#and thedivine influence of teligibhj 
supported him; Verdonne had afa-eady 
dispatclied an express to Dublin ibr me^ 
dlcsd aid, and though reason toid lord 
HjEafMd, that t^e best eSbrts of skiH 
would he unavailing, no motion of eithef 
fhe-lungs or heart being perceptible^ 
stifl -an involmitary hope hung öter hmsi » 
tlHS the aol val ^ the ^dectot efiectuaUy . 

-VOL.-ii/ G dispelled: 
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^^iq^^^)i9d : the ^j^k oC Ufe wa& foa 

, Mßimchofy lA: the most e^tren] 
g^^ee wa^ tb^ situaticm of C^nriaj^ 
magqws Qf C ajM fem ^ n e,, thui$ Ii^ an or- 
gbmi^ 9 l^d 0£ $tfiwg4?]:8» witlipiit one 

]^ ;; truß^ k^ wa3 siM^couaded hf every 
elegance and every comfort that wealth, 
qpffl^ pw^a^^ and w^s. JsmjBfly yested 
if^- ^^f^4§ whkb wauld insure the ixm^ 
tisu^mfle cf lJios^.blej5SsUig84 but no locA:. 
t|f t^;ii3^i^es& ^oothed» so voioe of aiBnijj^ 
gi^fied hliB» nß sig]^: rev^cberated« tp. 
^tMT which bu^t. from bis bosoin» no 
t^ai" mupjj^ed wijtb hi$.to.the noeoiaiy o£ 
Iprd: C^ßt^eo^iie^;, racMt eamestly did be 
>K]j9b fiwp^ tbe pi^Qsenqe of b» early .aQ& 
reyeired: fti^nd Äfo. Dalirtwr— ofiCij^täh 
w^,. (^ whQm^ withrali bw pecvfiaxjir 
ti^5t hß cc^ld fifpaaly ba<ye relißd: m» e^reiy 
^^g^nce; and pf! the- i^bbi^ JQeliiuxrth 
ivbpf ; ^Oi»gb, 4iJi9^ ifl^AltllK ^ highlg; 

<«lte|nMd; 
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cärcomjBtanoes. demanded ex;e]rtiQB^ aadl 
«cason cpiideimied friiitles)» grie£ 

Mf. Boume» wha bad been chi^^aijb. 
to both the deeeased tidblenada aiad hU 
hcotbi^,^ the fate Mc PoDsonby^; was^ ^ 
i^ao of prindplftand iuider€taiiding,'aa4 
t^ bi» iwlvkd ibe yöüng. marquU seük, 
ümuodktelyv for Mr. Fitzgevald, thä 
g^ntleman wboi for twenly yeacs past 
bud tranoacted aUthe kw buäoiess of thüi 
Ca3tl£mafne&xnily ;. be instantly set out 
pc«t &c Haiifieldf aod^m bis arnval uin 
fermed Cjras tbat be was in possesaLoüi; 
of bis fatbert will, whicb be feit bimself 
auilMKEUied to deddce must. be opened 
be£b]39:any n^ajb^al step was^taken; tber 
da^c wa» naw abutün j^ in,, atid lord €ash 
tl^raaiB». wbose i^idts were quite wom. 
^WQ» eßunwti^ petitioned tbat tbii. 
painfuL' cecemony might be defi^red: uik 
tiL tbeibflowing one* 

JÜSB. FitsgeraJd« tboiigb aware of ihe 

*G Sr necessity 
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necessity of immediate measuresy boülii^ 
not, uhder existing circumstances, op- 
pöse a request wbich he w6ll peiSceiVed 
uras dictated by tfae most delicafe filial 
t^deiTiess aitd grief; andCyrus baving 
obtained what he considered as a reprieve 
fitom added sufiering, , retared tö his 
ijiamber to hold comniiumon with his 
own heart ; Jto hunible it in this hour öf 
afflietion in the Sighf of Heaven ; and 
tö obtain, if thit ^re pogsible, some re- 
^pbse to renovate liis eithädsted frame, 
and bear up his mind undei" the moum- 
fül duties whidi yet remsdned to be fill- 
fiUed. 

It is an old and a common obserra- 
tiön, tliät sorrows sddom come dngle ; 
and herein, as in most events of Bfe, may 
be traced the all-wise dispensations of a 
Idnd and watchftil Providence ; the grief 
which IS «ingle, rpoted, and fixed to one 
object, consumes its victun; but two 
seurces of anguish relieve each other, 

and 
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jSLod what we blindly deem the rod of 
affliction is in reality the sceptre o£ 
mercy. 

Cynxs thou^t himself as .wretehed as 
he could be ; but one more trial yet 
awaited him ; he rose unrefreshed from a 
jsleepless pillow; his servant brought 
breakfast to bis dressing-room^ and with 
it a parcel of letters which had arrived 
late the preceding night ; two were in 
the handwriting of Crosthwaite, one of 
them superseribed to the marquis of Cas-^ 
tlemaine, the other to lord Hartfield«. 
Cyruswept afresh as he put aside that 
which was addressed to his departed pa«- 
rent, for he made it a sacred and invio- 
lable point of duty that the private pa^ 
pers of the deceased marquis should be 
inspected by no one but the abbä DeU 
mont, who, he hoped,. would retum tp 
Hartfield with all possible speed; Mr; 
Boume having written to him, and alsa 
to Crosthwaite^ in less than an hour afler 

G ä itt 



it was eertffied lorct Casflema&ie WÄ^ 

When Cynis had vegained aoote {kt^ 
gree of composure, he t^feneä hi» crwa 
letter ; it is possible to fonn some iaiiit 
conceptioB of what mnst he the ttete <€ 
im mindj, w)k>, faaving reoeived ti pistot 
baQ m his heart, sfaotdd iMtve iSiat müo^ 
mentof agony prolanged; mdh iras tixe 
feeling cf Ca^lemaine wbm. he read ^ 
intdäigence^ written ixx luuste, Ant läl 
once — oh! still fcmfflv-loT«d IdMtte iftst 
indeed become the wifet)f captMOn, miw 
major Brisco, he having been littely "pÄV 
moted to a mjgority ; and ifcat Mir. anft 
Mrs. Rolceby wete gone t)Ter to IrdAd* 
to visit the newly-marrfed jäör A 
eold, icy horror, a Sensation like death 
and despair,* came ovet hhn, and he was 
alive only to one wish, whidä was, that 
he couid descend to the grare with bis. 
father. 

Frwn this State of mental mfeery he 

wa* 
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• i)i^.roa$ed by a message from Mr. iFitz- 
gendd, «requesthig permission to attetid 
hhn; he came accompanied by Mr. 
Boume, and O'DoneÖy, tbe hötis^-- 
Steward, as witnesses to tbe reading of 
kxrd Castleimaine's will; by it Cyni* 
fbund bimself heir to a very considerable 
jJroperty; the Ponsonby estates, toge- 
ther with those annexed to tbe title^ 
amounted to tbe sum of forty-two thou- 
jänd per annum, and were capable öf 
prodigious improvement : tbe mafquis 
Itad died rieb in personal property, and 
this wotOd sufPer little diminution by 
the payment of bis debts, wbich tbe 
shött time he bad enjoyed bis bönours^ 
and bis retired babits of life, eonspired ta 
render very trifling.. 

Tbe cbief legacies decreed were tbree" 
bundred a-year to Crostbwaite for üfe^ 
with remainder to Prudence in case of 
her surviving ; tbe same sum to tbe abb^ 
Delmont, " to aid^" as lord Castlemaine 
had delicately worded it, " bis pious cba- 

G^ 4 rities ;" 
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rities;*' five bundred pounds each ta 
Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Boume; and. 
jBuitable rexnembrances to O'Donelly,. 
Veidonne,. and tbe other domestics. A 
krge sum was also bequeäthed to the. 
abb^ Delmont, " for purposes of charity 
at bis discretion ;" but this, Cyrus well 
xinderstood, was to found niasses accord-. 
ing to tbe forms ofthat cburch of whick- 
bis father had been so firm an adherent. . . 
Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr.. Boume, both., 

■ 

men in whom lord Castlemaine had de- . 
servedly placed great confidence, were- 
nominated executors ; and tUe guardian- . 
ship of the. young liiarquis, for the sbort. 
term of bis minority,^ was vested in Üie . 
<iarl of Inishannon, and sir Robert Da- 
cre ; the age which Cyrus had attained 
rendered such an offiee rather imaginary 
than real, and it was placed in the Iiands. 
of inen who were npt at all likely to ex- 
ercise any power in consequence of their 
trust. Ijord Inishannon was a Catholic„ 
and therefore, in. the opinion of sonio 

persons. 
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persons, bis eligibility to the guardiaii- 
ship might have been made a question or 
law ; but lord Casi lemaiiie, before he ap- 
pointed him, had the sanction of high le- 
gal authority. 

Sir Robert was the nearest relative of ' 
the young noblemaxi on the matemal 
side, and the marquis very justly eom- 
plimented the memory of bis lady by 
cömmitting her son to tli^ cliarge of her 
eousin ; but as he had never hitherto i^- 
terested himself in theii: concerns, it 
seemed mostlikely that he would still 
. observe tue same neutrality ; however,, 
it was proper tliat the nomination of the 
earl and the baronet should be imm^- 
diately significd to tliem, and tliis was: 
done by Mr. Fitzgerald. 

Beyond the points already specified»* 
lord Castlemaine left in bis will the most 
particular^ directions- conceming bis in-- 
terment, the sole sruperintendanee of 
which was committed to the abb^ Del«» 
mont ; of course the sad ceremon^^ could 

G 5. nolt 
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not take place until bis arrival, and söil- 
able arrangenffents wcre made aooord- 
ingly. This final Separation on -earth 
frotti a paiimt, wfco, since he i-esaded with. 
him, had been most indulgent, combin* 
ing with the loss of her he had so long 
loved, deeply affected Cyrus in both hi* 
spirits and health, and for several dap 
^er that on which the wiU was read^ 
he was confined to his thambcr hy m- 
^siposition. 

When Mr. FitzgeraKPs letter readhed 
Kilarvon, lord Inishannon was tlbscnt at 
Cork, on business which would detail^ 
him some time langer; the countess 
read the letter, and having dispatdied it 
by express to the ear!, wrote ixte of tiie 
kindest condolement to lord Castlemaine^ 
<5ondhidmg wi'di an ecHüest and presomg 
kivitation for him to cobm 1m> lQAarvY)n 
injimediately ; bat langoid land incapable 
of exeition> hecould not resolve on sudi 
m «tep, though Mr. Fki^erald urged it 
wi& all his ii«!tonc, m soon as his lieaUii 

exhibited 



teüibitedsymptoms of amcfndment, The 
lapse of afew more days biou-?ht a letter 
from his noble gaardian, which enforce4 
the request of lady Inishannon in tenns- 
which ädinitted not of denial— ** You^ 
must come to us, my dear Castlemaine,'* 
wröte the earl; •* it is highly«>improper» 
on every accourit, that you shdoltfi-enKii» 
at HartfieM at ptesent ; as läie iirst ]exer-- 
eise of my power over you, 1 xxymmanJ^ 
you tt) begin your joumey the day after^ 
you receive this ; my son shall meet yöu 
at Kilkenny; I sh^ join yxm atKilar-- 
Von in a few days, and believe me, iwy 
dear young friend, our best efJbrts shaÄ- 
be exerted t» sooth and console yon." 

To resisJt an invitation so kind andf 
cordial^ was a measure tiot tiD be thought 
irf; it Wöuld savour more of obstiftaciy aiidt 
ä!Fectation ^an of true ifilial temdemess^ 
«!id tespect to tihie memory of a deceased 
porent; he was thötefoie conipelled tö* 
set out fcff Itilarvon tiie next day» againi^ 
the pleadings of his t>wii heatt, wWch 

a 6. sighed. 
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sighed for solitude and retirement ; her 
yond which the abb^ Delmont was 
hourly expected at Hartficld, and he feit 
how consolatory it would be to blend his 
tears with those of one so truly attached 
td lord Castlemaine. . 

The yo^pg marquis wa^ accompanied 
in the candagß only by his valet, and atr 
tended by two servants on- horseback *,. 
he travelled by easy stages^ with the 
bhnds up ; and though the country was 
arrayed in the charms of summei^ they 
did not impart their influence to hun, 
nor create that enlargement of ideas 
which, as it weans the mind from sorr 
row, fails not to weaken its force. 

When they reached the inn at Kil- 
kenny, the first objeet lord Castlemaine 
8aw was a servant in the Inishaimon 
livery; of course he was prepared to 
meet lord Broomsgrove, who» on his 
being ushered into an apartment, stood 
there ready to receive him: that kind 
and cordial manner which distinguished 

every 



BBOUGHaIc CASTLE. IS9 

GVBiy member of the tnishannon family^ 
that glance qf blended fiiendliness and* 
sympathy, and that affectionate pressure, 
would all häve been most soothing to the 
beart of Cyrus, had they not been dread-- 
fiilly, fatally counterbaliänced by those 
©f lord Broomsgrove's; companion, for 
that companion was Lyulph Brisco-! 
.bis touch was appalling to the band o£ 
Cyrus, when, on lord Broomsgrove's rer 
leasing it, he took it in bis, and his look 
was as the stroke of a dagger to bis bearV 
thougb it spoke all that esteem and ret^- 
speet could throw into the featiires. 

•* No introduction is necessary here, 
my dear marquis," said lord Broomsr 
grove, in that tone of animation inspired 
by a worthy mind rejoicing in the un- 
expected meeting pf two persons, wI)o, 
he belieyed, were attached to each other. 
** I know you are already old fiiends." 

•* I," said Brisco, with strong and 
evident, emotion, " must express for lord 
Castlemaine a sentiment beyond fiiend- 

fibip 
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^hip — the sincerest and liveliest gratu- 
tude ; for, oh ! how pöwerfully does this 
»oment recall that in which his Courage 
and energy saved iny life !" 

How did' Cyrosf lööt? how did Be* 
feel ? will language aid the description ? 
No, it must be left to Imagination *y. he 
tooked as if all earthly höpe had for eyjer 
departed fröm him, and he feit as if 
the earth were opening at his feet, yet 
he sttove to appear composed; he la^ 
böured to subdue his agitation, to re- 
member what he öwed to himsel^ but 
every efibrt was vain ; the paleness of 
death came over his Countenance, andi 
turning away from his companiöns» he 
approached a window, and in a Voiee 
scarcely articulate, begged to be Irfl a^ 
feW mihutes to himself; his friends en- 
treäted him to be composed, and pro- 
mising to rejoin him in a short time,. 
went out. 

J^ord Broomsgrove Jpitied that an- 
gaisb which he supposed had its origin 

only 
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xsrify m his father's deaith ; and major 
Brisco öfbserred thät tfee y oung joiarquis 
had very strong feelings, wliieh had 
never been blunted by a commerce witb. 
the World, and that the possessors of such 
always grieved deeply for tbe loss o£ 
their fiiends. 

Cyrus, left to himself, severely con- 
demned' and feit asbamed of bis own 
wea&ness, conscious tbat bis agitatiöQ' 
was not to be ascribed to tbe recent death 
^bis parent,.but to tbis unexpected ren- 
counter witb tbe man wbo was now 
blessed in the possession of ber wbo hc 
had once boped to call his own ; be 
cbecked bis sighs, be repressed bis tears» 
struggled, combatted, and reasoned witb 
bimself. Could be blame Brisco ? he had 
never made bim the confident öf bis pas- 
sion for Idonea, tbougb be could not be- 
lievebim to be altqgether ignorant ofit, 
sinee it was not to be supjposed be .M^as 
tmacqüainted witb tbe sbyness , which 
had taken place between his own family 

and 
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and tlie Crosthwaites on that accöunt; 
but seeing that Mr. Rokeby had posi- 
tively interdicted all intercourse between 
him and Idonea, and bis own elevation 
of rank had created what might be con- 
sidered as a still more formidable barrier 
to their union, surely any other gentle- 
man was at liberty to pay bis addresses 
to Miss Rokeby, and Miss Rokeby was 
equally at liberty to receive them — 
'* But, oh r thought Cyras, " had I 
ever possessed any interest üi her heart, 
could she so soon, so very soon, have 
given it and herseif to another?" 

Then the native jealousy of bis dis- 
Position flamed out afresh ; he recalled 
bis former ideas of Lyulph's attachment 
to Idonea ; pride brought its^ forees to 
the aid of fortitude, and by the time 
lord Broomsgrove and major Brisoo re- 
tumed to the apartment,, lord Castle- 
maine was enabled to wear the appear- 
ance, though, alas*! he was far from 
feeling the tealit^, of that fimmess and 

seif: 
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self-possession M^hich bis own dignity 
ijequired : hard and trying was the.efiGbrt^ 
y^ he made it, of congratidating Bris- 
co^ and^asking, inthe courtly style of the 
times, > after the health of his lady ; to 
the first he returned due thanks^ de-' 
Uvered with his wonted graeeful ease; 
to the last he replied that she was quite 
well; and the smile of happiness, of 
\xm$ci(mSf,t saitqf happiness^ with which 
he Said so» Cyrus oould not bear. In 
the rest of his inquiries he could not' 
indivi^ualize, the show of composure 
and.unooncem was already too painful ; 
but oomprehending the Inishannons^r 
Ijie Briscos»^ and the Rokebys» under* 
the general head of all friends, he.led 
the discourse to indifferent topics. 

It was about twelye at noon when 
lord Castlemaine reached lülkennyr 
lord Broomsgrove had ordered previous, 
arrangements fbr the party to take an: 
early dinner there, and to go to Kilarvon. 
in the evening ; but they had not risen» 

from 
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fhmi table when an txpresif 
fannging kttet^ 9to thie tea)*qui8 irom 
the abb^ Delmont tod Mr. Fitzgerald ; 
the formet reached Ifoitifield on the 
evening his lorasliip departed fiüm* 
thenoer bis tisit to Süarvon ))iad 1^ 
abb^s bighest Mtrction, and be promised: 
to johl bitn ^ert as tatin as tbe ftuieral 
shoidd be otier ; it tns to take place tn 
tbe twenty-fotfrtb, wbkb 'was leMctly 
the day on whidb tibeise letters reached 
{he haftdt>fCytti8'; all idea of joutney- 
ktg furtber tha* night 'was trf cottrse 
giren tip, and it presented lord CasÖe* 
maine with an tmexceptionable plea für 
passing tbe rematnder of the evening 
alone.. 
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CHAPTER vniv 

liDiti)i^!a8flemsine ta^ in *he tiromin^;^ 
crppiessed with a dejection whidi }il& 
ixiaäeno efibrt to conceal :fram his Met^ds 
>pvlienÄeyj^öhiM!ümat^ TOife^ 

iöiö irf^KakeniTsr a fftfle lafter ten, itt 
'tefd iBwtmütsgrott!^ carriage, Mrd jour- 
tieyea to KÜarvon, a >neiy ^äetit and 
iq[i^i!iless party; a ^iimdred tinres tM 
Cyrcts wish imnsdf vt Hfertfteld, at 
Braugiiaai Oa^ti^, or «aywfceiiB elsre; 
iBiisco, tt se^tned. evident, was tue guesti 
jof lord Broomsgrove, and of ccnirse he 
inferred that Id6nea was ün a Visit to the 
Ibmai^s of the InishanÄon family, and 
to •daihr and liotcrly witness their felicity 
t.as a species of torttne he was ill-pre-. 
pared to support. 

When they reached the nofcle mansion: 

of 
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of Kilarvon, one of the loveliest spofs in 
Ireland, thoiigh the season and the day 
Gonspired to shed a lustre on its varied 
beauties, they were loston CasÜemainer 
he trembled in every nerve, but feit a 
reprieve on entering the drawing-room, 
to which they were conducted, fixrit was 
vacant.. 

Lord Broomsgrove welcomed hün to 
Kilarvon with cordial kindnes&; major 
Brisco inquired for the ladies, and waa 
told they were dreseihg; refireshmenti 
were brought, but he searcelj staid to 
partake öf them before he Tanished; 
Cyrus could with difiiculty suppress 9 
groan of anguish as he mentally pictured 
the welcome which awaited him ; but 
he was now under the roof of lord 
Inishannon,, and every principle of good*- 
breeding demanded that he should abp 
stract himself from the contemplation of 
bosom-sorrows, and attend to, and coa- 
verse with, lord Broomsgrove, who was 
executing every effort that friendship 

aod. 
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üid politeness tx>uld suggest to amuse 
«did give him plea$ure ; they viewed 
the paintings wfaich adomed the room, 
4Uid the prospect from the Windows ; the 
fbnner led to many ahecdotes of the 
ahcestors of the Nugent family, and the 
latter to a description of the neighbour- 
ihg seats, and the history of their pos- 
^essörs. 

' 'The dinner-bell sounded, and the 
young nobleman led his guest to the 
dining-iiail — dh, what a group was there 
assembled! his beait beat as if it would 
burst its confinea as lorä B^roomsgrovö 
xx>nducted him to the top of the room, 
where the countess stood to reeeive him; 
on her right hand was Mrs, Roteby, ön 
her left lady Teresa, and at a little dis- 
tance Idenea, the long-beloved, but lost 
inLrtress of his heart; her left arm was 
redined on the back of a couch, and her 
xight hand clasped in that of Lyulph, 
who was talking to her wiüi' vivid ani- 
ination. 

••Ahr 
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^'Ah!" thought Cynia» ""Uldflea her 
:appeajpance oorroborate his assertion tbat 
«he is. in perfect health ;** Üxe 6ixules of 
hope Bjxd, happiness which used topkjf 
round her mouth werq there oo lojogier ; 
a deep expres^n of melancholjr shair 
dowed hei: fine feajtures» md tbe Uly had 
siipplajQted tlie ipse onher lovely cbeek; 
but when her glance met that of lord 
CasÜeHiaine,. it wajs transieaüj^ viaited 
fey Us former bloonv 

Cjfrus CQuId havie gazed en her for 
ever,. but the ymcß of lady Ini8hanm)n 
reqßUed. him: to himiself ;. ahe addressed 
hira in that endearing^ mateoual tone 
which speaks m pow^uUy to the heaif; 
and h so. exelusively the attdbute of fe- 
male gentl^i^es^ ;, he exerted himself 
successfu% to reply witb: cojxespoBdent 
reapeot ; and then, thpugh with evident 
emotion» paid his^ compliments to Mn 
Rokeby ; «he answered with her woni;- 
ed characteri^rtiic aw^tnesfiu and the mai^ 
quistumedtoladyTeresa; major l^cisoa 



9i the sßme moHieat quitt^ Idonea, 
.and adysou^ to; her ladyship, ^^ha 
^itykig tbe vi^ible agltatipix of lord Cas- 
tlemmne» thpugh ignoraat of i^ clfißS 
i^use, placed her b^id in his^ axid s^oidL. 
in thftt frank way which was in h«r so 
attractive — " JMy deai marquis, wq ate 
au perfectly assured thät we feel ii)ß 
Q>06t powerfid intere^t in the JQys ajid 
thje sotrows. of owt ftiends ; let us thea 
^ve each oth» c^cHt fbr all. furthei: 
«offiplimQnts of congiratHlatioxi or oonr 
dic)knQe^ and» dismiasing Qerwxo»y>, takfi 
uur seatsat table," 

Witb. thc^sa \«;oi:ds. abe püessftd the; 
Ijaiid of Cyi:u8, wbo, bad ne W bo&iÄrfelt 
jBfi, weteom^ a. i:^priiQv>e ; that fonnal pne-. 
ilßiita^a qC idonea». a^ th^ biid^ of IQrisr. 
€Q^ wbidii h^ di^id^b^yond all that bad 
j^ <(ccuned» was tbua-effeotually baircdt, 
jONibe-Qn)]^ f^tbirodelC call^ u^o. tQ. 
unke, bot a poUte bqw,. wbicb waa. uer. 

" ' «Where 
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*' Where are Mr. Rokeb]^ and Miß 
Stanley ?** inquired lord Broomsgrove. 

" I saw them from my wirtdow, about 
half an hour agb, Walking in the shrulv 
bery," replied Mrs. Rokeby. 

" Do, my dear major, go and look fof' 
them," Said lady Inishanadn, addressing 
Brisoo. 

He obeyed, but rehimed in a minnte 

with the objects of his search, having 

met them in the hall. Vam would be 

every attempt lo give a perfect descrip- 

fSon of the meetmg between Mr. Bx^e- 

by and lord Castlemaine ; on the part of 

fhe former, there was all the respect due 

to the marquis, both on account of his 

high rank, and as theguest of lord and 

lady Inishannon, blended with all the 

esteem which was the right of long inti- 

macy ; but still there was a degree of re- 

«erve in his manner, and ashadeof some^ 

thing approaching to mörtification was 

visible. As to Cyrtis, he was to agitäted/ 

that 
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tibat lie coul4 not define his own feel- 
ings; but when he tumed to Miss Stan- 
leys she looked so glad to see him, 
tlirbugh all Ihe timidity which his eleva- 
tion in life and recent cause of grief 
created, that his heart feit a gleam of con- 
^sol^tion as if he was not totaÜy cat off 
from all interchange of friendship with 
his'kiniked beings; and extending his 
hand, he pressed hers with eordial kind& 

Th^y sat down to table. Though no 
one-could be better aequainted than lord 
Ca^tlemaine with the respect which wsA 
at that-peiiöd paid to heroditary rank, 
be yet Aought it a needless, and indeed 
«trange adherence to etiquette, that lady ' 
Ter&a* should sit above Idonea, particu*^ 
larly as Mrs. Rokeby was stiU at lady 
In]MiangFK>iiV right band; himself was 
placed-iiext to his friend, Miss Stanley, 
and Ltyulph töök his 4seat at the bottom 
of ,the table; beside lord Broomsgrove. 

voii. IL H New 
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^ew subjects of wonder every möment 
presented themselves ; Brisco^ when car- 
ving a dish which stood near hina, said 
to'Mrs.Rokeby—" Lady Lucy, shall I 
liave the pleasure of sending you a slice 
ofthis?" 

Cyrus was lost in amazement ; when, 
•where, and how had Mrs. Rokeby be- 
come dignified with a title ? He dreaded 
to hear the appellation which now be- 
longed to Idonea ; but if any one ad- 
dressed her by name, except lady Ini- 
shannon and her father, it escaped his ear, 
and they both cailed her Idonea ; several 
other little circumstances which occurred 
during dinner puzzled and surprised 
him. 

When the doth was removed, a fe- 
male servant brought in a lovely boy, 
apparently about a year old, and placed 
him in the lap of lady Teresa, who ca- 
ressed him with tender affection; the 
snuling cherub looked roimd the cirde, 

stretched 
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stretehed its little hands towards Ly- 
ulph, and in the endearing tone of in- 
fantxne innocence, exdaimed, ** Papa !" 

Brisoo rose, took the dbild from the 
arms of lady Teresa» and fondly kissing 
him, appreac^ed Cyrus, and said — ^** Will 
y cur lordship allow me to pr&^it my 
8<Mi to vou ?•* 

aß 

Castlemmne was aknost petrified with 
surprise ; he mechanicaHy took the ohikl 
OH his knee, and with equai truth md 
peliteness praised its uncommcm beauty ; 
but lie was so lost and bewildered in 
a^nishment, that he feit he did not ao- 
quit himself as he ought to have done ; 
his Uttle Charge, however, seemed not to 
think so ; and when lady Töresa held 
out her ^m's to receive him hack, he re* 
fused to leave his quarters. 

Major Brisco smiled, and retumed to 
,hisH9eat with a pladd expression of hap> 
pistess on bis countenanoe; it was the 
saoie sweet expression he had worü at 

H a Watermil- 
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^* Ah r thought Cyraa, '' üldo^ her 
rappeajpance oorroboratc his asMrtion tbat 
«he is. in perfect health ;** Ijie isnules üf 
bope Bjxd, hap]ßiness which used topkjf 
round her mouth were there wx loogier; 
a deqp expres^n of! melAncbol^ shai- 
dowed hei: fine feajtures» wd ih^ VJi^ had 
siipplaated tlie rose on her loyely dieek; 
but when her glance met that of loid 
Casüeoiaine,. it was tapansienHy viMtysd 
h^, Us former bloonv 

Cyrua CQuId havie gazed en her for 
e^exr hut the yx)ke of lady Inishanpop 
reqßUed. bim: to bimjself ;, ahe addressed 
hira in that endearing^ mateoual tone 
which speaks so pow^uUy to Um hsaxU 
and h so. explusively the attidbute of f6 
nude gentl^i^es« ;. he exerted bimsdf 
successfu% to reply witb: coixespcmdfint 
res^ct ; and then, tbpugh with evident 
emotion» paid his^ coBopJUments to Mfs. 
Rokeby ; she answered. wlth her w<nil;- 
ed charactemtiic aw^tnesjv and the mai^ 
quistumedtoladyTeresa; m^orBnaoa 

at 



^ the samG woHieat quitt^ Idonea, 
jand, adysuocedl to. her ladyship, ^^ha 
^itykig tbe vi^ible agitatipix of lord Cas- 
tlemmne» thpugh ignormt of i^ dfigg 
i^use^ placed her b^id in his^ and ^d^ 
ia thftt frank way which was in Wr so 
attmctive — "My deax majrquis, wq a?:e 
au perfectly assured thät we feel tb^- 
^lost powerfuJ. intere^t in the jöys ajid 
th/e sotrows. of owt fi:iends ; let us thea 
^ive each other (^(Mt fbr all fUrthei: 
«)ÄiplimQnt8 of congiratulatiQji or oon? 
4pkwe^ and, dismiÄsing Qerwxo»y>, takfi 
4jui: seats at table,'' 

Witb. thesa vKoirds. abe ptessedi thei 
l^a^d^ of Cyxus» wbo.bad neW b^oi:erfelt 
jBfi.weifQaa^ a. i:^priev>e ; that formal pwr. 
i^ßüta^a qC idonea». a^ th« biide* of l^risr- 
€Qi, wbkbi he dr!^id«d.b^yQnd allthat baA 
X«t Qccwifid-, was thus-öBfeßtuftUy baixed*, 

inalte, b^ a i|«lite bqw,. wiuch was. isr.. 

' «Where- 
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*• Where are Mr. Rokeb^ and Miß 
Stanley ?** inquired lord Broomsgrove. 

" I saw them from my wiridow, about 
half an hour agb, Walking m the shrulK 
bery,*' replied Mrs. Rokeby. 

" Do, my dear major, go and lock fcf 
them,** Said lady Inisham^h, addressing 
Brisoo. 

He obeyed, btit reiumed in a minnte 
with the objects of his search, having 
met them in the hall. Vain would be 
every Ettempt to ^ve a perfect descrip- 
fSon of the meeting between Mr. Rrfce- 
by and lord Castlemaine ; on the part of 
Üie former, there was all the respect due 
to the marquis, both on account of his 
high rank, and as the guest of lord and 
lady Inishannon, blended with all the 
esteem which was the right of long inti- 
macy ; but still there was a degree of re- 
js^rve in his manner, and a shade of some^' 
thing approaching to mdrtification was 
visible. As toHIJyrüs^ he was to agitäted,' 

that 
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tliöt-lie could not define Im own feel- 
ings^; but when he tumed to Miss Stan* 
ley> she looked so glad to see him, 
tliibugh all Ihe timidity which his eleva- 
tion in life and recent cause ^ of grief 
created, that his heart feit a gleam of con- 
sol^tion as if he was not totally <^t off 
from all interchange of fiiendship with 
his.^ kindred beings; and extending his 
band, he p^essed hers with cordial kind<> 
nesÄ; h . 

They sat down to table. Though no 
one-could be better aequainted than. lord 
Ca^tlemaine with the respect which was 
at that'periöd paid to hercditary rank» 
he y et tfcought it a needless, and indeed 
Strange adherence to etiquette, that lady 
Terösa- should sit above Idonea, particu* 
larly as Mrs. Rokeby was still at lady 
In%haiAK)h'is riglit band; himself was 
plaeed-ilext to his friend, Miss Stanley, 
and'Byn^^ toök his seat et the bottom 
rf.tlie tablej beside lord Broomsgrove. 

tot. IL H New 
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^ew subjects of wonder every möment 
presented themselves ; firisco, when car- 
ving a dish which stood near him, said 
to'Mrs,Rokety— " I^ady Lucy, shall I 
have the pleasure of sending you a slice 
ofthis?" 

Cyrus was lost in amazement ; when, 
where, and how had Mrs. Rokeby be- 
come dignified with a title ? He dreaded 
to hear the appellation which now be- 
longed to Idonea ; but if any one adi- 
dressed her by name, except lady Ini- 
shannon and her father, it escaped bis ear, 
and they both called her Idonea; several 
other little circumstances which occurred 
during dtnner puzzled and surprised 
him. 

When the doth was removed, a fe- 
male servant brought in a lovely boy, 
apparently about a year old, and placed 
him in the lap of lady Teresa, who ca- 
ressed him with tender affection; the 
smihng cherub looked round the cirde, 

stretched 
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stretched its little hands towords Ly- 
u^K and in the endearing tone of in- 
&ntine innocence, exdJaimed, " F«^ !" 

Brisoo rose, tocdc the diild from the 
arins of lady Teresa, and fimdly kissing 
him, appi<ea<^ed Cyrus, and said — ^* Will 
y our lordship allow me to präsent my 
8C^ to you ?" 

Oastlemaine was aknost petrified with 
surprise ; he mechanicaHy took the ohild 
oH his knee, and with equal truth and 
peliteness praised its uncommcm beauty ; 
but lie was so lost and bewüdered in 
ai^nishment, that he feit he did not ao- 
quit himself as he* ought to have done ; 
his little Charge, ho wever, seemed not to 
fhink so ; and when lady Taresa held 
out her arms to receive him back, he re- 
fiu^ed to leave his quarters- 

Major Brisco smiled, and retumed to 
biS'Seat with a placid expression of hap> 
piaess on bis countenance; it was the 
saxae «weet expression he had wom at 

H a Waternul- 
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Watermiilock, when a^wwing tus^rnfnest 
vAsh to Visit a person in Ireland^ whp 
Cyrus could not: now doubt was- this In- 
fant son; the moi?e he refleeted on-dr- 
cumstances, the mose he feit at a^ los»^ 
"what conclusion to dtßw; all th^t had 
p^^ssed and was« passing this day seemed 
mystical and visionaiy^ his eyemetthat 
of Idönea, whQ Avas^ regarding hira with 
^ a countenance of the deepest melari- 
clioly, but at his glance she averted her 
fac^; he löoked round <m the party,; 
every one seemed engaged; lady Ini- 
€ha«non and Mrs.Rokeby, or> as he found 
she was now termed, lady Lucy, were 
conversing in a low voice ; lady Teresa 
was speaking to Idönea ; lord Brooms« 
grove andLyiilph were talking about 
politics, and Mr^ Rökeby sat abstraeted 
in- thougbt. 

Gyrus grasped the band j[>f Miss Ston^ 
ley, and whispered, with much emotion^ 
— " My dear Bell, in pity give nae some 

informatibn 
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infbrmation-^I am quite in the dait*— js 
major Brisco the husband of lady Te- 
^resa?" 

" Is it possiHe your lordship does n^t 
1:bow it?" 'she xeplied, in deep amaze- 
ment ; " they have been married these 
two years." 

Cyrus fdtas if the world tmned round 
wkh aecelerated motion — oh, how many 
.pasaions rushed to his heart ! Joy and 
tove, and something like iiope, werer 
tiitere, and rec^orse for äU the suspicions 
«md all iSne jealousies whioh had injured 
Brisco; he bent his face over the chitd, 
, |>res8ed him to his beating heart, and di- 
tected to his ßith^r a glance^ whidi, had 
it been translated, spoke at once the siiK 
•oerest fiiendship and the deepest con- 
tritian ; he was about to ask Miss StaBr. 

« 

ley some further quiestions, but seeii^ 
that Mr. Rokel^ then observed them„ 
he desistedw 

** Lyulph seems quite at home with 

H 3 your 
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your lordship," said lady Teresa, m » 
sweet voice. 

" It is a home where he is most wel- 
£oin£," replied lord Castlemaine ; and 
the tone of ardent fiieridship in which 
he spoke seemed highly gcatifying to 
both the delighted parents. 

Her kdyshJp 80on after rang fortbe 
nurse to resume her little charge, and 
proposed a walk ixt the gardens; the 
countess and Miss Rokeby dedined 
going out^ and Mr. Kokeby also excused 
himself on the plea öf having letters to 
.write: a new subject of wonder now 
•presented itself ; lord Broomsgrove, in 
offering bis escort to Mrs. Rokeby^ ad. 
dressed her by the name of sister. 

Lady Teresa had taken the arm of her 
husband; and the marquis, happy in 
such an opportunity to obtain informa- 
tion, gladly drew Miss Stanley to bis 
side, who, when they had got to a little 
distance from their party, gave him a 

long. 
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R)ng, and to him most interesting narra- 
tive, of which the foUowing is an ab- 
stract :— 

It has already beeft related tliat lord 
Inishannon and bis family resided abroad 
for several years; about the thne thtey 
retumedtolreland, the regimentinwhich 
LiyUlph Brisco served was in barracks in 
the vidnity of Kilarvon ; together with his 
brother officers, he was a frequent guest 
at the earl's hospitable board« Nature 
appeared to have formed lady Teresa: 
and Brisco for each other ; but those dis-^ 
tinetions which are of the world, rank, 
fortune» and a difierent faith, conspired 
'to frown on that tender attachment 
which they soon mutuaUy chcfrished. It 
was not to be hoped that the earl and 
countess would ever persnit their daugh^ 
ter so to ally herseif;, but lady Teresa 
had early leamed to ask counsel only of 
her own will, and ©f her indulgent aimt, 
who was disposed to favour the suit of 
Lyulph; for she had herself^ in early 

H 4 youth. 
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youth, loved a Protestant gentleman; 
and as her frieuds forbade their umon, 
no persuasions had ever been powerful 
enough to induce her to mariy. 

Such was thepasitionof aifairs:ivitih the 

lo\ers when awar took place withFrance, 

and the regiixient in which Brisoo sarved 

was ordered to be in readiness for&reign 

Service; with the invariable feeling of 

youtli^l and romandc attachment» €ach 

believed that this Separation :would psove 

etemal, whilst, on tiie pai?t of i^yidph^ 

this sad presentiment was ijacreased by 

the rational certainty that the hand of 

lady Teresa covild not remain long un£o- 

licited, nor could he doubt that when an 

alliance of high suitability should pre- 

sent itself, patemal authority and mater- 

nal persuasion would conspire to sway 

her choice; with the ardent eloquence 

of love he urged lady Teresa to Mess him 

with her band before he should quit Ire- 

land; her ladyship was startled at die 

proposal, but the iraportunities of her 

lover. 
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lover, and the pleadings of her own lieartv 
prevailed ; and satictioned by her aunt^ 
they Were married, first by lady Gatlia^ 
rine's confessor^ and aftenvards by th^ 
ehaplain of Brisco's regiment^ 

The embarkation of the froops was- 
^elayed some time-^— ä drcutostance * fiör 
"whichLyulph, with dlhismilitary aidouif»^ 
was not sony .^ When the hour of departute 
amwd, the Separation between him an^ 
hisTeresawas tnily teöder asd affect- 
ing ; secuxe tbat noieaithly power could 
»ow sev^r the tie which united th^tn, he^/ 
was v^ry solicitous tö avow theu* mai**^ 

s. 

jdag^ to lord and lady Inishannon before 
he qtdtted Ireknd; but lacfy Teresa;, 
who feit more spiritless and dejected tham 
9t any fiwmer period of hei li&, cöul^ 
sot. eommamd fortitude td* suppört äie 
diiselostire ; and in her l^eii Situation^ 
her auirt, lady Cathaarine, dicf not deetti: 
it proper to press t^ fknht; «waretMt 
iA» wonM have tot s^btiggle With vei^y 
aetere . pasental displieasuft^ m the ^safi 
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and countess would feel themselves 
deeply, and indeed justly offended, 
though she fiattered herseif that affeo- 
tion would eventually subdue resent- 
ment. 

Lady Catharine «olemnly promised 
^risco, that herseif would supply every 
tendemess of a mother to her nieoe, and 
this promise she faithfuUy discharg^; 
linder the plea of visiting some fnends 
in a distant part of Ireland, she and lady 
Teresa were absent from Kilarvon six 
months; when the period of her lady- 
sfaip's confinement approached, they »et 
up their rest in a village near Donegal^ 
where she became the delighted mother 
of the little boy who was presented to 
lord Castlemaine, as before related. 
About the same time, lady Catharine 
xeceived intelligence that Brisco had 
been severely wounded in a battle with 
the French; but she managed to con- 
ceal it from lady Teresa until bis owji 
letteis assured her he was out** of dan- 
ger; 



B^aüGHAM CASTLE. 1\S5 

^r ; and that, togetÜer with some of 
ftfe brother officers, also invalids, he was 
^ne to England for the recovery of hi» 
healtfi. 

All that occurr^ during his abode^ 
at Watermillock has already been de- 
tailed, but it may be observed that it 
ivas the* extreme resemblance Hannah 
Harrop bore to hi&t wife, wMcfr Struck 
him so forcibly when he entered: her 
dwellingr the circumstance of her Being 
then nursing an infant son augmented 
his emotion, and in his letters to lady 
Teresa he gaily told her he had found' 
her prototype- araongsC the shades öf 
Ulis water ; irr confirmation ' of whicK he^ 
senther a drawing' ^ Hamiafc and her 
cottage, copiedi from the rougK sketch 
which was seen* By Cyrus whenr search* 
mg for the pistols in Brisco's bureau. 
tiady Teresa was ämused, but the an- 
•ffuish she had sufFeröd en her husband*Sj 
aecount during hiy pretracted indisposi- 
tion: was such as cannot bedesaibed; 

u 6 and 
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shielded from the shafts of curiosity by 
lady Catharine, who awned him for the 
child of an intimate frtend. ^ 

Extreme was the j reluctance with 
which Lyulph consented to this pro- 
longed estrangement from objects so 
dear, but the tears and importunities ©f 
bis Teresa, who feared only for bim"; he 
oould not resist ; thits situated be conld 
not declare his marriage to hk. own pa- 
rents, whilst those of lady Teresa were 
Ignorant of it ; and before they quitted 
HarropX he deemed it prudent to exact 
a promise from Hannah, that she would 
not mention to any one but her busband 
his having been visited at her house by a 
feiend. 

At Whitehaven the married Iovcts 
were compelled to part; lady Teresa 
embarked for Ireland, without- permit- 
ting any trace of either timidity or fa- 
tigue to appear in her charming counte- 
nance ; and BriscOy with a heart tom by 
'anxiety on her aceount, and a frame 

' trembling 
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trembling with Indisposition, retunied 
to Watermillock on horseback, as a more 
expeditious mode of travelling than the 
country carriagein which they had jour- 
neyed to Wlütehaven. The relapse of 
illness which he sulFered at this time has 
already been detailed, and no dreum- 
stance of it needs repetition. 

Long before Miss Stanley had reached 
this point of her narrative, lord Castle- 
maine feit perfectly convinced that he 
had done Brisco the,highest injustice by 
his suspicions, both as it respected Miss 
Rokeby, Hannah Harrop, and his im^ 
puted attachment to the Irish Catholics, 
who, it might now be presumed^ he was 
partial to, as a body, for the sake of one 
dear iiidividual ; he feit contrite and hu- 
Hiiliated in his own opinion ; his inge- 
nuous nature inwardly deplored his 
fault, and he finnly vowed never again 
to yield himself the slave of suspicion, 
but in every exigence to suspend his 

judgnient 



'•f^'- 
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judgment until it received the sanctioisr 
of certairity. 

Miss Stanley was proceeding to de- 
scribe to lord Castlemaine the feelings of 
lady Teresa when, on her first interview 
with his lordship at Dublin, sbe beheld 
the preserver of her husband's life, when 
they were interrupted by their party, 
who waited tili they came up; lord 
Broomsgrove pleasantly rallied them on 
their long tite-ä^tSfe; Castfemaine par- 
ried the attaek, and saying, with amifing 
frankness, that they had not yet finished. 
th^it secret business, again gave his arm 
fto Isabella^ who resumed her narratire 
in the spirit of what appears at the eome- 
mencement of the next chapteii. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
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£iTHält Miss Staiüey was not acquaint^ 
ed wj*b, or did jnot feel herseif rat liberty 
todifidose» the presenting ocqasion whiiihr 
lady Ter^sa ;€«ntH?«€ed fgr co^fessing to 
i^er parents the iloog-*concealed /secretpf 
her xnarziage; süffice it then to «ay, tke 
disdosure was made^ aixd ihß earl ßi^d 
countess, though tesjöfying a dqe disap- 
probaition of the fs^U generou^öy ipar=- 
doned the cidpriyts; tiiey exerted thcj^^^: 
lovely attrijbute crfinercy in its best aiid 

I 

brigbtest way ; the moral eharaeter pf 
Lyulph Bi'isco was unirapea^chable, aud 
bis eonduct, in every relative Situation of 
life, such as would support the most rigid 
scrutiny ; and they at once commission- 
ed their Teresa to invite the husband pf 
her cboice to Kilarvon, oaid tp j::equest 

that 
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that he might come accompaßied hy 
sk>me of his own connexions^ 

Lady Teresä knowing from Lyulph's 
letters that the health o£ Miss Rokeby 
was thought to be in a very delicate 
State, proposed that she should invite* 
her to* come oveF with hid^ as the 
voyage might be of Service ; at the name 
of Rokeby lady Inish^inon betrayed 
streng emotion^ soid questioned her 
daughter with eamestness^ and predsion 
conceming the family ta which she be- 
longed ; kdy Teresa could give very lit- 
tle Information, all she knew being that 
the Rokebys were rdated to her hus- 
band, who, together with his cousin, 
Miss Stanley, was then on a visit at their 
house; that they were people of fortune^ 
and that the daughter in question was 
their only child : the private memoir of 
the family, which was related to tue 
reader in this volume, Brisco had never 
eommunicated to his wife, and indeed 
he knew it but imperfectly himself.. 

Th& 
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The countess instructed her daughter 
to postpone writuig fot half an hour; 
8he then requested lord Inishanncm to 

. accompany her to the library, where they 
remained m eonsultatioii more than the 
time she had namedj leaving lady Te- 
resa lost in astonishment ; for what pre- 
vious connexion her mother had wkh 
the Rokebys she could not imagine, 
seeing she had never heard any such 
persons mentioned in the family ^ most 
ardently did she wish that her aunt had 
been at home, that she wiight ask Infor- 
mation of her; but lady Cathaidne waa 
at Dublin, from whence she was not re- 
tumed at the period öf Cyrus's introduc- 

■ tion at Ealarvon. 

At length lady Teresa received a sum- 
mons to the library ; when she entered, 
her father was saying — *^ Indeed, my 
life, I think you had better wait tili 
Briseo comes; he, most likely, can give 
you some Information, and should your 
worst fears be verified, it will he very 

unpleasant 
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unpfeasant to have this girl an inmate of 
your house ; indeed, my love, I fun^frai^ 
it will provc too seigre a trial af your 
fortitude,"^ 

" Be under »o apprebensicms for me, 
my dearjord," re^^ed fehe coiHitess ; " at 
all events, I tru&t my firmsiefifi and delf- 
possession will not forsake tne ; k inay 
l>e," she added» with a deep «igh^ " ibat 
I jbave too eaaily «spedited an un&uiädied 
tale; it ap^ars to atne vefy iNJ^ukr that 
|f this be tibe same&mily, an lOppcotuttty 
«hould present itself for Iwrin^uig any 
member of it here ; if y ou have no other 
objection than what originates ia fear» 
for me, I most eamestly wish that Miss 
Stanley and Miss Rokel^ should be in- 
vited to accompany Brisco to Kilarvon.** 

Lord Inisbannon conceded the point, 
and lady Teresa was commissioned to 
write the invitation, being most strictly 
enjoined by the oountess not to give 
Lyulph the slightest hint that she ap- 
peared to have any previous knowledge 

of 
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of the Rokebys. Her ladyship scrupu- 
lously obeyed these oMers, but was un- 
der the influence of such perfect amaze- 
ment and curiosity, thatit is a matter of 
•doubt whether she waited with most im- 
patienee for the anival of her belöved 
hüsband, or of Miss Rokeby. 

The ardent joy of Brisco on receiving 
his- Teresa-s letter — ^his avowal of his 
mamage to his parents — ^Idonea's reluc- 
tance to leaving home — the tendar pa*' 
rc!ntal fears o£ Mr. and Mrs. Rokeby for 
tjie ■ dedining healtji of their beloved 
ehild, whieh urged them to persuade, 
aild, indeed^ enjoin the measure — ^the 
joumey of the travellers tolreland — and^ 
beyond all, the ecstasy with which Ly- 
idph- Brisco held his Tiareisa and his boy 
to one of the best of human hearts^ are 
points which wouW lose by deseription, , 
and must therefore be left for Imagina- 
tion to comm^it upon. 

Lady Teresa, amidst all the joy of 

meeting 
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meetingher husband, was watcfafuUy ob* 
servant of her inother's visible emotion 
when he presented Miss Rokeby to her 
notice; sbe was evidently affected, but 
had pledged herseif to lord Inishannon 
that her self-possession should not för« 
sake her, and she kept her vrord. She 
received Miss Kokeby and Miss Stanley 
with great politeness, and was quite her- 
seif during the whole evening ; but her 
daughter saw that whenever she deemed 
herseif ünobserved, her eyes were in- 
tently and solieitously fixed on Idonea. 

The next moming, when the gentle- 
men had rode out, and the ladies were 
sitting in the countess's dressing-room 
Miss Stanley happening to say she was 
an admirer of plants, lady Inishannon 
desired her daughter to show her the 
green-house, which contained many 
beautiful exotics, adding, with a pensive 
smile — " You and I, Miss Rokeby, will 
Visit it afterwards." 

Idonea 
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Idonea could not but understand this 
;as a hint tp remain with her ladyship, 
and she Mt compliance no sacrifice. 

When tiiey were done, the countess, 
after the pautse of a moment, took her 
hand, andsaid,withmudi emotion — "My 
sweet girl, I am going to mafce you what 
must seem a very singular request, but to 
me it is one of very near and tender in- 
terest — it is that jrou will disclose to me 
candidly» faitiifully, and without reserve, 
all you know of your family history." 

Idonea started and trembled ; the 
darkness is which Mrs. Rokeby's origin 
was involved rui^ed to her mind. The 
countess perceived her agitation, and it 
augmented her own — *f I thought,"* she 
Tesumed, in a tremulous voice, " I 
' thought I heard Miss Stanley call you 
Idonea this moming ; answer me truly^ 
^was your father married to Idonea Fea* 
therstonhaugh ?" 

JMiss Rokeby found breath to gasp 

out— 



( 
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out — '* He was," but ^e was ready tb 
sink on the floor. 

Lady Inisfaannon was evidendy in a 
istate little lietter ; her look was wild, 
and her voice was hollow, as she resum» 
ed — " Bnt she is dead— ^yöu are her 
child. But who is' your ßither's present 
wife ? was she ealled Lucy HiltX)n ?" 

Idonea respcmded— •** Yes ;" and the 
countess said, in a tone whidi mocks de- 
scription — *' Answer me, then, witb 
holy truth, are they inanied? — have 
they been always so since they resided 
together?" 

Idonea remembered all that had been 
said by Dunning, or räther Dickenson, 
and that remembrance quashied tne re- 
sentment she would otherwise have feit 
at such a question, büt her' spirit rose in- 
dignant as she replied-^** Mostassuredly 
they have^, but -were I not certain that - 
your ladyship has been misinformed, 
and I can guess from what Channel,! 

should '* 

She 
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She was prevented from proceeding 
by lady Inishannon, who dasped her 
hands, sunk on her knees, and covered 
her face, as if in prayer ; in about two 
minutes she rose, and approacliing Ido- 
Hea, Said, with a solemnity, an energy^ 
tvhich cannot be portrayed in language 
— " Then your mother-in-law is my 
daughter, the only child of the late earl 
of Jayrojss." 

Time needs not be wasted in describ* 
ing the surprise of Idonea ; it will be 
better employed in giving an elucida^ 
tion of the stränge fact contained in the 
countess's words. 

Lady Inishannon wa^ the daughter 
öf a Mr. Fletcher, a gentleman of a very 
ancient Roman Catliolic family in that 
part of the county of Cuinberland which 
borders on Scotland. In early life she 
was'seen and loved by the young earl 
of Jayross, who asked her band from pa- 
rentid aiithority; but that most formid- 

VOL. IL I able 
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able of all baniers, combined religious 
and political animosity, presented itself. 
Mr. Fletcher and his fatlier had been 
the unswerving adherents of the house 
of Stuart, whilst the immediate anceston 
of lord Jayross were always considered as 
favouring the cause of the Puritan party. 
Mr. Fletcher's consent was decidedly re- 
fused ; and as no relaxation from such 
refusal was to be hoped for, tlie earl bad 
rccourse to the bold raeasure of canying 
off his mistress to his seat in Pertb- 
shire, where, safe under the protection of 
his faithftil clan, they were united. Such 
an enterprise was, in that day, much less 
hazardous, romantic, and uncommon, 
than it would be thought in our times, 
as the reciprocal depredations of the moss- 
troopers and other borderers, could tjien 
scai'cely be said to have ceased, and the 
State of civil society was, in many re- 
spects, totally different from what it ia at 
present. 

As 
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As it respected the rank of the parties, 
a Union with lord Jayross was superior 
to what Mfes Hetcher was entitled to 
expect ; in polnt of fcM-tune, tli^e baianoe 
was on the other side, for the Jayros^ fa- 
mily (as was at that period the veiy ge- 
neral case with tlie Seottish nobility) was 
more distinguished by its antiquity than 
its wealth; and on this occasion Mn 
Fletcher took care that it should not be 
endowed with any portion of his pos- 
scssions, though at tlie same time that 
fonned the least part of his considepa- 
tion. His s(»i-in-law was a h^etic, and 
hod he been sovereign of the Indies, nei* 
tiier his titles nor his riches could have 
cx>unterbalanced what he deemed his er- 
Foneous feith. Of little consequenee, 
however, was all this to lord Jayross; 
his day of life was destined to be early 
dpsed. From overheatiiig hiinself on a 
hunting-party, he caught a «ever^ fever, 
which terminated his life in the twenty- 

I 2 fourth 
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foiirth year of his age, and the sixth 
month of his marriage. 

His sorrowing cöuntess was pregnant; 
and the earl, apprehensive, from the be- 
ginning of his iilness, that its termin»-' 
tion might be fatal, feit all the anxietjr 
of a parent for the ftiture destiny of his 
child. In the event of its proving a boy, 
he would,'öf course, be heir to the eari- 
dom, and would need no other protec- 
tors than the faithful retäiners of the 
house of Jayross ; but a female, he fear- 
ed, would have slender claim on their at- 
tention or regard, as their service and 
fealty would then be due to his cousin, 
the presumptive heü' to the title and 
estate. His marriage, so hastily and in- 
considerately concluded with a portion- 
less bride, had allowed him neither power 
nor leisure to make that provisiön for his 
lady andher female issue which their rank 
demanded ; and now, when too late, he 
ffJt and deplored the säd certainty, that 

in 
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in the event of his death, they would be 
ieft wholly dependant on Mr. Fletcher, 
who, he was aware, would use the au- 
thority he thus obtained to educate his 
granddaughter in the Romish faith, and 
to immolate her on the altar of supersti^ 
tion by devoting her to a monastic Ufe. 
Swayed by these fears, he implored and 
obtained the solemn promise of lady 
Jayross, that shonld she become the pa- 
rent of a girl, she would never yield her 
to the tutorage of those who would reär 
her in the Catholic religion. The event 
proved that lord Jayross's apprehensive 
eantions had been prophetic. 

After his decease, the seniors of the 
Jayross family made it a point with the 
countess that she should remain in the 
Castle until after the birth of her child^ 
every earl crf" Jayross having been born 
in it. 

This was a compliment to the me- 
mory of her husband which her ladyship 
would on no account refuse paying^ 

1 3 eveni 
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even had the state of her health permit- 
ted her to undertake a joumey, whicb 
was far from being the case. 

In this sad interval, Mr, and Mrsl 
Fletcher came to Jayross, and behayed 
with the kindest parental attention ; the 
melancholy blank wore over, and lady 
Jayross gave birth to a daughter. Dis- 
appohitment sat on the feces of the old 
domestics, and every countenance wore 
a glöom : the heir took possession of his 
new honours and estates, and the coun- 
tess-dowagcr, when able to travel, re- 
turned with her parents and her in&nt 
to her fathcr's seat in Camberland. 

Time mellowed her sorrows, and up- 
wards of seven years passed away un- 
marked by any circumstance of Import- 
ance ; events tben occnrred which rous- 
ed all the energies of her nature, and de- 
cided her to take two steps of the highest 
consequence. The earl of Inishannon 
deelared himself her lover, and his pro- 
posäls were seconded by the wärmest 

intercst 
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interest of Mr. and Mrs* Fletcher ; and 
at the same time the former avowed his 
Intention of sending his granddaugher 
to Bruges in Flanders, to be educated in 
a convent, where, at a proper age, she 
should take the veil. 

. Ijady Jayross strongly and determi- 
nately objected,urging the dying request 
of her departed lord, and her own solemn 
promise in consequmce. 

Mr. Fietcher remained inflexible in 
his resolve; the countess pleaded, re- 
monstrated, and would have made her 
consent to marry lord Inishannon the 
stipulation for being allowed to rear her 
Lucy in the faith of her deceased &ther ; 
but he was not to be swayed from his 
purpose — the church, he said» would ab- 
solve her from her vow, and his Fesolution 
was fixed. 

Thus drcumstanced, one only alterna- 
tive remained, which was to convey the 
child to JNIiss Featherstonhaugh, wha 
had long been her intimate and affecr* 

1 4 tionate 
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tionate friend, imploring her, by eveiy 
sacred name, to oonceal her origin, and 
bring her up as a relative of her own. 
This reqnest she aecompanied with all * 
the jewels and other property she pos- 
sessed in right of lord Jayross. 

Miss Featherstonhaugh willingly ac- 
cepted the charge, and lady Lucy Mon- 
crief became Lucy Hilton. 

It cannot be siipposed that Mr. 
Fletcher remained long ignorant of the 
asylum his daughter had ehosen for her 
ehild ; he was mueh displeased, but in 
thethen-existing state of circumstances 
he feit that he must allow her to remain 
there, as to withdraw her froin the pro- 
tection sanctioned and selected by ma* 
temal aiithority would be a most uth 
warrantable exercise of power, widely 
different from sending her from his own 
house to a convent abroad, in which case 
it might have been supposed that he took 
such a meäsure with the füll and free 
consent of his daughter, 

Not 
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Not to be prolix, lady Jayross became-' 
- countess of Inisliannon, and accompa- 
»ied her lord to Ireland, from whence,r 
after some years, they went to France, 
where, as has already been said, they re- 
sided a considerable time, in the courscM 
of whieh Mr. and Mts. Fletcher both; 
died,, bequeathing a very large property 
to their daughter, who, thus amply vest- 
ed with the means of providihg for andi 
portioning her child by her first marri- 
age, resolved, wtth theapprobation of her 
lord^ to send for Ker Lucy to live with; 
them. 

During lady Inishannon'is stay ih Ire- 
Itmd, she corresponded regularly with^ 
Miss Featherstonhaugh ; but after her* 
going abroad, their epistolary inter-- 
«ourse wasby no means frequenti com-- 
munication with the Continent being; 
tfaen nmch less easy than in the present: 
day. 

About the time^ Miss Featherston- 
haugh married^ Mr. Kokeby, she ceased 

L 5. altogeth^t. 
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alt)gether to write toher friend, con- 
scious, no doubt^ how ill slie was usiiig 
her daughter in alienating froin her an ex- 
cellent and attached heart, and artfully 
seducing it to herseif. Such was the 
State of afFairs when the Fletchers died. 

Lady Inishannon had not reeeived a 
letter for nearly two years, and it then 
occurred to her, that either her fiieiid or 
her child, or possibly both, might be 
dead; and under this impression she 
wrote to Dickenson, who she knew was 
Miss Featherstonhaugh's near relation^ 
bcgging him, if in his power, to give her 
some intelligence of the two ladies. 

Dickenson had always cherished a sus- 
picion, almost amoimting to a certainty, 
that Miss Hilton was, in reality, the 
couatess's daughter, and he was now coii- 
firmed in that belief. It w^as the very 
period when Mr. Rokeby and his bride 
were, by his villanous machinations, com- 
pclled to quit their estate, and take re- 
fugeatTemple-Sowerby. Dickensorisaw 
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at one glance, that if lady Inishannon 
obtained a knowledge of the truth, h(v 
nours and wealth would await Rokeby^ 
wliom hehated vvith bitter rancour ; and 
resolved, at all events, to prevent this^ 
lie, in reply to tlie countess's letter, pro- 
fessed hiijiself mo»t reliictant to lay opert 
tlie domestic secrets of bis. familv, and 
expose the failings of those with whom- 
nature had linked him in bonds of affi-^ 
iiity: bat seeing that her ladyship relied 
on iiim for information^ lionour would 
not permit him to conceal the facts, that 
Miss Featlierstonhaugh had been mar- 
ried to a Mr. Rokeby, a person of little 
consideration in respect of either charac- 
ter or property; that she died a few 
months after her marriage ; aad that her 
niece and Rokeby then went off toge* 
^lier — whitlier he could not take uponi 
him ta say^ 

It is needless to attempt a description 
of lad^ Inishannon^s feelings on read- 
ing this letter ; the tnith of its contents 

16 she 
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she then did not doubt, Coming as it did 
from the nearest relation of her deceased 
friend. The grief and shame the coun- 
tess feit swayed her and her lord to seil 
Mr. Fletcher's estates, to decline all 
thoughts of making Cumberland any 
part of their residence> and to remam 
abroad much longer than they had in- 
tended; but still there were seasons 
when her heart tumed toher lost Lucy, 
when the shade of lord Jayross seemed to 
reproach her for having abandoned bis 
child without further search or inqin'ry ; 
and when in that mood of feeling, she 
sometimes wavered in her belief of the 
tnith of Dickenson's intelligence, but in 
the next moment she checked these 
thoughts, as thebaseless delusions of ma- 
temal fondness. 

Such was the State of her mind when 
lady Teresa avowed her marriage with 
Lyulph Brisco, and mentioned that he 
was then resident at the house of a Mr. 
Rokeby. What foDows has already 

been 
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been anticipated, and this brings the nar- 
rative up to the time wlien lady Ini- 
shannon related these particulars to Miss 
"Rokeby, who repaid them with the de- 
tail she had received from her father siib- 
seqiient to Dunning's malicious insinua- 
tions. 

Idonea had next the pleasing task to 
write the whole aecount to her mother, 
and, in the names of lord and lady Ini- 
shannon, to request her Company, and 
tliat of her father, at Kilarvon-^a sum- 
mons which, it needs not be told, they 
obeyed with rapture. 



CHAPTEll X. 



Such was the revelation which Miss 
Stanley made to lord Castlemaine. His 
lordship expressed' the most lively in- 
terest in every part of the narrative, in 

the 
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the felicity of major and lady Tcresa 
BriscOy and particularly in that part 
whichconcemedladyLucyRokeby; but, 
with a very laudable reserve, he took care 
not to coipmit him«elf by giving the re- 
in otest hint of the mistake he had been 
led into conceming Idonea and Lyulph 
by bis friend Crosthwaite's blundering 
letter. Cadmus, he readily supposed, had 
been misinformed conceming the lady to 
whom Brisco was naarried^ and had 
written to him under the Impression of 
the moment, without taking time to ob- 
tain more accurate information, or indeed 
supposing that such was nece^rj-y. 

When the party returned to thp draw-^ 
ing-raim, Miss Rokeby was Standing 
near a windo w. Castlemaine approached^ 
and while the rest of the Company were 
variously engaged, he took her band, and 
Said, in a low and tender accent — ** My 
ever-beloved Idonea !" 

*' Ah, my lord !" she responded, witb 
visible agitatioi^ 

" CaU 
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'* Call me Cyrus, my Idoiiea !" he re- 
sumed ; "-my heart is now in deep afflic- 
tion, but believe my most solemn assu- 
rance, that neither time, chance, or cir- 
cumstances, can ever change its senti- 
inents, or render it for one moment for- 
getful of you and of its vows." 

Fear of exciting Observation would not 
allow liim to add more ; he fondly press- ' 
ed her band, and released it, while the 
soft beam of Idonea's eye spoke all that 
,love dictated and love understood. ; 

The first week of Cyrus's stay at Kil- 
arvpn brought the noble owner of the 
mansion Jiome. The earl greeted bis 
ward with marked kindness, and spoke 
of the deceased marquis in terms most 
soothing to the filial heart of bis son. 

Two more days added the abb^ Del- 
mont to the party ; he brought letters 
from sir Robert Dacre to Cyrus, which 
reached Hartfield after he quitted it. 
Either all family animosity was bu- 

ried 
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ried in the tomb of lord Castlemaine, or 
the baronet feit flattered by the rank of 
his young relation and ward. Be that 
as it may, he showed himself very ready 
to embrace the olive branch ; he wrote 
in the first style of affectionate regard^ 
and earnestly solicited the marquis to 
pass a part of his minority at Dacre 
House — an invitation which Cyrus feit 
was equally pressed lipon him by respect 
for the memory of his mother, and at- 
tention to his own interest, sir Robert 
having no existing connexions more 
nearly allied to him than himself. 

When opportunity permitted lord 
Castlemaine to eonverse in private with 
the abbd Delmont, he was surprised to- 
find that every important point of Miss 
Stanley's Communications was already 
known to his reverend friend ; but the 
abb^ soon explained the mystery -by teil- 
ing him that his late father proposed to 
lord Inishannon a unionbetweenhim and 

lady 
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lady Teresa, and this was the occasiön 
which her ladyship embraced to avow 
her marriage with Lyulph Brisco. 

It will be remembered that lord Cas- 
tlemaine received a letter, which, it ap- 
peared, placed a bar to the projected visit 
to Kilarvonr This, the abbä now told- 
Cyrus, was from lord Inishannon, and' 
contained a frank detail of all the disco». 
veries which had taken place in his fa- 
jmily — that his daughter had disappoint- 
ed their views by having chosen a hus- 
band for herseif — that his lady had found 
her supposed lost child in the wife of a 
Mr. Rokeby — and that the whole party 
were then at Ealarvon^ where his lord- 
ship and lord Hartfield were expected 
with impatience, as a most agreeable 
and welcome addition to it, though, to 
the deep regret of lady Inishannon and 
himself, all hope of a union between the 
families was now at an end. 

Lord Inishannon, when he wrote this, 
was, of coiirse, entirely ignorant that ei- 

ther 
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ther the father or the son had any pre- 
vioiis knowledge of the Rokebys ; but 
lord C^tlemaine saw, at the first glance^ 
that these were the very Rokebys with 
whom, according to the iiiformation he 
had received from Crosthwaite, Cyrus 
had been sq ardently desirous of [form- 
ing an alliance ; and no further explana- 
tion needs be given of the reaisons whicb 
determined him to suspend the visit to 
Kilarvon, and not to acquaint bis son 
with lady Teresa's marriage until he had 
reflected well hovv he should act. 

Soon after lord Inishannon's return to 
Kilarvon, Mr. Rokoby declared bis in- 
tentioü of leaving Ireland, in terms so 
decided, that it was piain he would not 
easily be won by any solicitations to re- 
main. It was now about seventeen 
years since he quitted bis own estate ; 
and as the reasons which indiiced him 
to do so no longer existed, he having ta- 
ken every necessary measure to prove 
that no tie of consanguinity interposed 

to 
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to bar the legality of bis last marriage, 
it was bis eamest wisb, and that of lady 
Lucy also, to settle tbere. 

Tbese proceedings were not, bowever^ 
quite so agreeable to eitber Miss Rokeby 
or lord Castlemaine ; it may be conjec- 
tured tbat they found opportunities fear 
frequent and long conversations, and tbat 
tbe star of love, wbicb bad once beatn- 
ed over tbe sbades of Wbinfield Park, 
now sbone in tbe bemispbere of Kilar« 
von. 

Mr. Rokeby perfceived all tbis, and 
feit bimself impeUed, by an exqui- 
site Sense of propriety, to separate tbe 
lovers; for tbere cannot, in tbe wbole 
ränge of possibilities, be one more op- 
pressive and repugnant to a person of de- 
licate feelings tban tbe . Imputation of 
baving promoted a matrimonial treaty^ 
in wbicb be was eitber personally or re- 
latively concerned, wbere tbe rank or 
fortune of the opposite party leaves the 
smallest opening for malice to insinuate 

fhat 
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that he was swayed by motives of ava- 
rice or ambition, , He had ever tenderly 
esteemed Cyrus, aiid, as it ha» already 
been seen, would willingly have bestow- 
ed on hhn the band of . Idonea» when 
it might feirly be presumed that she 
was, m every respect, greatly bis su- 
perior. 

This offer Crosthwaite, then the dele-^ 
gated guide of Cyrus, had decidedly re- 
jected, and it now appeared that he was 
perfectly justifiable in having so acted; 
but it must be allowed, that under every 
view which could then be taken of circum- 
stances, Mr. Rokeby was equally so in 
having display ed the dignified resentment 
he had done. Therethe matter rested, and 
he feit, or imagined, that every consider- 
ation of delicacy and propriety required 
him to prevent, rather than encourage^ 
any intercourse between bis daughter 
and the young peer, which might lead to 
a revival of their former affection. Triie, 
he could lay bis band on liis beart, and 

appeal 
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appeal to Heaven, that lord Castlemaine, 
for himself alone, and independent of 
all external considerations, was the man 
he would prefer to all others for the 
husband of his iSonea ; but the world, 
the harsh, ill-judging, malignant world, 
would think and would say other- 
wise. 

Lord Castlemame, it may be, did'not 
perceive all this ; but the quick penetra- 
tion of lady Teresa Brisco did. She saw 
all the fastidious delicacy of Mr. Roke- 
by, all the timid reserve of Honea, and 
all that sadly-pensiye feeling, which, as 
it were, bowed down the heart of Cy- 
rus to the tomb of his father, and left 
him without spirits to pursue plans fol* 
his own future feUcity. 

Her ladyship told her observations to 
her husband — truly happy themselves, 
they most earnestly wished to promote 
thehappinessoftheirfriends. To bebrief, 
Lyulph whispered afew words in the ear 
of the abb^ Delmont,.who was too good 

and 
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and benevolent, and too much attaehed 
to the son of his late, respected, noble pa- 
tron not to enter into their vi^ws witli 
correspondent ardour. He soon found 
the path to the confidence of Cyrus on 
tlüs subjeet, and gently liinted that if he 
permitted Mr. Bokeby to depart from 
Kilarvon without soliciting the band of 
his daughter, it would be understood that 
lord Castlemaine did not cherish the at- 
tachments of Cyrus Dacre. 

Such an apprehension the young mar* 
quis was, of course, most solicitous to do 
away, and the abb^ kindly undertook 
to be his ambassador to lord Inishannon» 
through whose medium a proposal to 
Mr. Rokeby would come with the best 
grace. 

Such a Union could not fail- to meet 
the cordial approval of the earl and coun- 
tess, who both tenderly esteemed Idonea, 
as well for her own merits as on account 
of lady Lucy. 

To such advocates Mr. Rokeby could 

yield 
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yield with dignity ; and as it is not to be 
supposed that his daughtcr pleaded any 
very formidaUe obstacle, her fair hand 
was sacredly promised where her affec- 
tions liad so long been treasured ; but as 
«very claim of propriety demanded that 
the ceremony of their marriage should 
be deferred for a twelvemonth, Mr. 
Rokeby adhered to his present plan of 
returning to Holmbeck, his own seat. 

Castlemaine, most reluctant to be se- 
parated from Idonea, pr^oposed to be of 
their party across the Channel, and then 
to proceed to Daca-e House ; but lord Ini- 
«hannon-would not hear of his leavinff 
Kilarvon for some time longer, and Cy- 
rus, unwilling to be found a disobedient 
ward, submitted to remain, though cer- 
tainly with neither a very good grace, 
nor a very reeonciled heart. 

Major Brisbo, his lady, and Miss Stan- 
ley, aceompanied them to England; the 
regiment to which the form^r belonged 
being ihen at York. They embarked at 

Waterford, 
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Waterford, whither they were attended 
by lords Castlemaine and Broomsgrove. 

Needs the parting of the lovers be de- 
scribed ? ah, no ! that bosom merits not 
to be classed with our species whieh can*- 
not recall that sadly-painful moment 
when it sighed to itself — " Too proha» 
bly I shall behold that cherished form, 
and hear that beloved voice, no more." 
It is not that the tie may always be that 
of love; consanguinity, friendship, and 
gratitude, have, and ought to have^ ppw* 
erful Claims on the human lieart ; and 
Ihere are seasons when it ean regret the 
absence of a relative, a friend, or a bene- 
factor, little less keenly than that of a 
lover. 

The heart of Castlemaine was attuned 
to such Claims, and the letters of Idonea,of 
Lyulph, and of Arthur Brisco, and of his 
old respected guardian, Gadmus Cros- 
thwaite, were his best sources of comfort 
during the remainder of the time he re- 
sided in Ireland. He communicated to 

Cadmus 
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Cädmus every recent öccurrence, and thfe 
^siuiling prospective of happiness which 
was opening to his view, but he did not 
fcdl to reproacäi hiro, with good-humoiu*« 
ed railleiy, for having led hini into aioi 
error, at once so dangerous and distress- 
Äig, conceming MisslEtokeby'«supposed 
marriage with major Brisca 

The abbd Delmont bade adieu to his 
attached friends at Kilarvon befbre the 
close of the summör> being invited to re. 
«de with a gehtleman of oneof tlie most 
^ncient Irish families» Who had «ettled 
himself, with his fkmily^ at Rome. Tlie 
abbä gave lord Castlemakie his biessing^ 
and, in the true spirit of his reliigion, 
added» thät the day would arrive when 
the church would receive to her bosom 
all those now differing in Mth. 

Whatever the young marquis might 
think of these sentimeiits, he was truly 
tüid sinoerely sorry to part with his re- 
verend friend, and readily .ei)g9ged bim* 

vou II. ij: t seif 
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5ctf to COTrespond with him as fiequentljr 
» oppcvttnüty shauld present itself. 

In the carfy part of autumn lord Cas- 
tJcsuoDe tcok ksTe et k»rd and lady 
Isssisscnon, impressed with every pos- 
sfSJe sentiment of gtatimde and respect 
ior the many instance? of friendship and 
kindness they had shown hira whilst re- 
sident beneath their rooC On th^r first 
acquaintance in Dublin, bis sweet dispo- 
sition, and transcendent acqiiirenients of 
mind and talent, liad obtained the re- 
|*ards of the earl and countess, and of lord 
Broomsgrove; a mcHPe indniate acquaint- 
ance with the virtues of bis beart had 
^ircured their cordial esteem, and at part- 
ing they smilingly promised to pay a 
long Visit to Hartfield, when the mar- 
chioness of Castlemaine should be there 
tograceit 

The niarqui» went first to Drogheda, 
where he was met by Mr. Fitzgerald, 
witb whom he had to transact some par- 
ttcalar business; hia lordship remained 

at 



^t Drogheda tWo days, and then took 
^hipping for Cumberland, where he land- 
ed without the occulrence of any cveut 
WOTth traHscriWug. Ra{>turous vrere the 
sensatikms with which his eye wandered 
over the sublime scenery of his native 
county^ and ardent the speed witli which 
lie pfoceeded to Holmbeck, wheire a' 
welcome, endejü-ed hf love, fiiöndshlp, 
^üid hospitality, awai<^d him; with jöy 
he now saw his beloved friends ' elevated' 
to a sjJiere acc(»rditig with their jüst 
daims; Mt. K^keby presented €91 ex* 
cellent and dignified e^ample to ä n^« 
merous class of tenantry^utid dependaiit^ 
Bnd lady Lucy movedih a carcle supeä 
to her birth ; büt Miss ' Rokefby-^ ! 
Cyrus still only saw that sweel Idonea,' 
who, amphgst the shädes orWhinfidd 
Park, hadever beenall that islovfely ahil 
captivatihg in woman^ 
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CHAPTER XL 



^•^^^^^^ ^^>#^>ror^»»^^ 



After passmg at Holmbeck a few of 
the happiest days he hod ever known, 
lord Castlemaine qiiitted that place for 
the seat of sir Robert Daere, soothing 
tiie regrets of parting with the promise 
and Intention of freqiiently visiting his 
beloved Idonea during his abode in 
Cumberland. Dacre House was situated 
in the beautiful vale of Keswick, one of 
the loveliest spots in the north of Eng- 
land ; the -difitance from I lolmbedc was 

• 

iittle more than sixteen miles, but the 
marquis departed in the moming, many 
considerations conspiring to render his 
progress vcry slow. Carriages being in 
those days entirely unknown in Cum- 
berland, and good roads ncarly so, his 
lordship traveUed on horseback^ attended 

by 
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hj two servants, ai^ a guide to direet 
them over the felis and moorlands. 

The country, beyond its native maje^^ 
tic featuVes, now wore the fairest charm 
of cultivation, fbr the haiVest was gene- 
ra) and abundant ; the wind btew from 
the south, and the day was snltry, but 
lord Castlemaine passed over the first 
ten mUes without feeling his joumey 
tedious ; his lordship and the attendants . 
then stopped at a small town, where 
ihey ifested about an hour ; during tlni 
interval the weather eltet^d considerably 
for the worse, the sky was blackened^ 
and the breeze died away. When the 
marquis came out to resume his saddle, 
he observed a heavy eloud moring tp- 
wards SkiddaWy and heard that noise m 
the air which in those mountainous re- 
gions is the certoin and pectiliar harbin^ 
ger of a tempest ; well acqnainted witb 
these prognostics^ lord Castlemaine point- 
ed them out tc^ the guide, who, it may 
be conjectured, had discemed them be- 

K S forer 
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jM^ Wi v<^]M not uotice them iii 

^xw$.»ÄÄ «ft« öf deterring the mar- 

^ä\w pui$uiag his journey ; he ac- 

U)^« k^^ thr jnstiiess of his loidahipf» 

i^^iuK^ hat smd he thought the storm 

«till^ « great distaix:e. Cyrus was of ^ 

^gtfi>iviit opinioB ; but determined to go 

^n^ he mountcd his horse, and proceeded 

at a hrisker pace than he had tised in die 

nioniiiig : they had not measuved moo^ 

than half a mile when they heard the 

foiind of dtstant thunder; the feathered 

inhabitants of theair, in wild alarm, sough t 

their wonted places of shelter ; the heron 

and the kite joined in harsh coneord, and 

the timid squirrel retreated to tlie thick- 

est branches ; the thunder roUed nearer, 

and a vivid fiash of lightning was suc- 

ceeded by a peal inore loiid. 

Lord Castlemaine, as he still kept bis 
eye on the cloud wlüch hiing over Skid- 
daw, saw tliat the mountain had divided 
it ; one part disperscd, and flow oif in 
scattered, iiTCgular forms, but the other 

half, 
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• • »• . 

hsLÜi, stopped by the huge barrier thw 
presented, became a rallying point for 
thevapours with which the air was sur- 
^larged^ and which bemg thus com- 
j^ressed, augmented by their density the 
awftd gloom that now reigned around ; 
the raarquis beheld all this, and antici- 
pated the deluge of rain whidi he knew 
would foUow; they were now on an 
eminence, and the scene which he con- 
templated was such as all efibrts of de^ 
scription must faÜ in doing justice to;: 
the right and nearer'Tiew was termi- 
nated by the m%hfy cataract of Lodore^ 
and the left and more distant one, by the 
sublime mountain of Skiddaw, crowned 
with tremendoüs darkness : before him 
lay the lake of Derwentwater, with-its^ 
Islands, black with the sombre shade that 
hung over it, bat at intervals illuminated 
by the lightning, which now flashed witli 
bolder rage, and displayed, in all their 
. vivid horrorSy the terrible precipices of 

K 4 the- 
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the southem cxtremity*; and beyonjl 
every other horror of the hour, was the 
heart-appalling sound of the thunder, 
reverberated from the surrounding elifi^ 
in deep, dreadfül, repeated echoes. Th« 
whole scene presented a reaEty rivalling 
the enchantments of Eastem romance; 
and lord Castlemaine was too much an 
admirer of Nature, even in her awful 
majesty of stonn, not to have lingered a 
nioment on his way, had not humanity 
pleadedforhis attendants, and urged him 
to redouble his speed. 

A Short time longer had oiily elapsed» 
when the rain began to descend in a per- 
fect flood ; the timnder, as if enraged, 

* The \vAe Mr. Avtsoii, a genüeman v^eW known to 
the musical i^orld as a coiuposer of respectable merir, 
exciaimed, od seeing Keswick Lake — ^* Here is beatity 
indeed — beauty iymv in the lap of horror.*' An ohser- 
vation at once so picturesqoe and poetical lins^ perhups, 
ficldoin been compriscd in so few word«. 

roared 



BEOÜGHAM CASTLE. 201 

poared louder, aiid the whole atinospheie 
was, at quickly-retuming intervals, ei^ 
veloped in a slieet of liquid äame.. 
, The guide now suggested to lord Caa- 
tlemaiiie the expedieney of taking shel- 
ter in a cottage which stood on a little 
eminence to the iright of the road ; but 
his lordskip declined foUowing this ad-^ 
vice, aware that if he stopped now, he 

ä 

would, in aU ppobability,. be detained 
several days, a« it was rational to sup- 
pose that torrents would pour down fron« 
the hills, the lake overflow its banks, 
and the waters rise every where so as tO' 
render the roads impassable; andas they 
had only between two and three-miles to^ 
travel, he resolved ta go on to Dacre 
House with wbat speed he might ; tbis 
objeet they did aecoraplish, but they ar- 
xxvedL there in such a Situation as cannot 
be describedi — they wei?e liteirally all but 
drowned. 

Sir Robert had been. prepared to^ ex- 
pect his ward that day ; but since the 

K 5 tempest 



N 



S02 BROÜGHAM CASTLE. 

tempest raged with such violence, he had 
nearly yielded all hope of his Coming, 
and now only allowing himself time to 
say how rejoiced he was to see the mar- 
quis, and barring all reply, he hurried 
him away to change his dress. 

The baronet was a man of a venerable 
iigure, the ' subject of many infirmities^ 
which augment^ his appearance of age; 
but Cyrus, as has already been hinted, 
had then little leisure to make observa- 
tions on either his guardian or the an- 
tique mansion, ** with woodland honours 
graced." 

When the marquis retumed to thepar- 
lour, a repast awaited him, which, after 
his recent fatigue, was very acceptable ; 
the storm precluded all conyersation, 
the rain poured a dehige, and even the 
awful voice of the thunder was lost in 
the roarijig of the cataracts, driving be- 
fore them immense masses of rock which 
had been loosened from the eliffs; the 
night drew on, wrapped in terrible dark- 

ness, 
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Hess, rendered more temfic by the red 
and fiery flashes ; the thunder and lightr- 
öing ceased, höwever^ soon after eight 
o'clock, but the rain continued tili mid- 
Higlit, before wliiiAi time Cyrus fittSt 
yidded. to the ihfluence of sleep. • 

He was awakened with the earliest 
beam of tlie moming by crie« of disti^ss^. 
moans of commiseration, and the busjr 
elamouF of kmd thoiigh nis^tic philan- 
thropy, eager tQ assist the sufferers^ 
The maiquis rose;, and going to tiie wih-- 
dow^beheld a seene far transcending all 
the horrorsofthe preceding night ; this^• 
fences to the south weie entirely d^- 
stroyedy and many of the fields were 
cqmpletely inundatedv their hixuriant 
harvest stares, and in some plaees the 
animals that weie pastured in them^ 
swept away by the overwhelmingfloods*: 
in other parts the peacefut cottages had 
been first covered by masses of moun^ 
tain, and aflerwaids camed down the 
Impetuous and irresistible torrents ; the 

K 6 wretched 
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wretdied and '^terrified' ihhabitants wbo 
had. fled from the threatening danger, 
were everywhere seen dinging to tbe 
branches of trees» and on the tops of hay- 
Stacks» expecting in'tach succeeding mo- 
ment that the waters would take that di- 
rection, root up the fornier, and sweep 
the latter away. 

The feeling heart of lord Castlemaine 
prompted him to £ly with ardour to the 
relief of the suiFerers ; he summoned his 
servant, and the moment he was dressed, 
hastened out, and personally assisted 
every eifOTt that was made to succour 
them ; but to do so was a work of in- 
finite difficulty, for every dell was now a 
lake, and hüls had risen in the Valleys. 
After passing an hour in active huma- 
nity, his lordship was retuming to tlie 
house, when he perceived a group of 
people entering at the hall-door, and car- 
ry ing the body of a man on a litter ; tlüs 
he readily conjectured was some unfor- 
, tunate person who had met with an ae- 
)^ cident 
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cident in the storm ; on inquiry ne wagT 
told that it was a middle-aged gentie- 
man of respectable appearance, who had 
been found on the side of a bank, about 
a quarter of a mile dlstant, with one of 
bis legs broken, and to all appearanee 
dead ; this having been represented to 
sir Robert, he had given Orders that^he 
should be brought to Dacre House. 

The baronet was standing in the hall 
whenCyrus came in. The body had 
• been examined, and it was clearly ascer- 
tained that life was extinct. 

Lord Castlemaine approached, and the 
first glance at the features of the deceased 
told him they were those of the person 
he had known at Brougham Castle, un- 
der the name of Dunning, but who, he 
had since leamed, was Dickenson, the 
persecuting enemy of Mr. Rokeby, and 
the relative and former lover of bis first 
wife ; the marquis was shocked, but he 
could not reglet the death of a man who, 
^en as an aoquaintance, he had disliked, 

and 
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and who, on a further knowledge pf his 
eharacter, he could not but hold in ab* 
horrence; but Miss Rokeby was his 
nearest relation, and if he died possessed 
of any property, the residue» after pay- 
ment of debts, sbe could of course claim 
as heiress at law ; the marquis therefore 
feit it incumbent on him to acquaint his 
guardian witli what he knew concern- 
ing- Dickenson, nor did he deem it re- 
quisite to conceal his culpable conduct 
towards the Rokebys ; he found sir Ro- 
bert well acquainted with his name and 
character, though hitherto he had been 
personally a stranger to him.. 

The first step proper to be taken was 
to write to Mr. Rokefcy, but this was at 
present impracticaUe, the state of the 
roads being such that no communication 
with Holmbeck was to be hoped for in 
less than four or five days^— a circam- 
stance which gave Cyrus the more con- 
cem, as he was well aware that his be- 
loved friends would feel the most anxious 

inquietude^ 
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inquietude, tili assured tliat he had 
escfiped the dangers of tlie tempest, and 
reached Daere House in safety ; how- 
ever, as this could not be i:eB^edied, every 
other proper measure was had recourse 
to, and the remains of Dickenson were 
eonsigned to the tömb the third day 
from that on which lie met his death. 

The only intelligence relating to him 
which could at present be obtained waö, 
that he leftan inn at Keswick abouttwo 
o'clock on the aftemoon bf the storm. 
All the loose papers abont his person 
were totally effaced by the Wet, but lord 
Castlemaine took the precaution to pos- 
sess himself of his pocket-book ; the Con- 
tents he did not inspect, but laid it by^ 
with the inteiition of giving it into the 
hands of Mr. Rokeby the first oppor- 
tunity. 

Sir Robert Dacre soon understood on 
what terms his ward wius with the 
Rokebys; and though it may be he 
thought the marquis entitled to aspire 

to 
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to all alliance with the very first heiress 
in the kingdow, in the points of both 
rank and fortune, he could not, in either 
reason or justice, object to the one he had 
chosen for himself. The baronet had 
many peculiarities of temper, witli Sin- 
gular habits of life and modes of think- 
ing ; but as lord Castlemaine had the 
good-nature and politeness to accommo- 
date himself to them all, he was soon sir 
Robertos acknowledged favourite and 
heir. 

As soon as the weather permitted,, a 
Courier was dispatched to Holmbeck 
with an aecount of what had happened, 
which relieved the Rdtebys from their 
apprehensions on the marquis's aecount ; 
they were deeply shocked by the awful 
termination of Dickenson's guilty life; 
but Mr. Rokeby was much more so, 
when, a short time after, he went in per- 
son to Dacre House, to thank the baronet 
and lord Castlemaine for the attention 
they liad paid to his feelings and his in- 

tercst. 
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terest, in the late melancholy afiair of his 
deceased unworthy relatioh. 

Cyrus delivered to him the pocket- 
book» and on inspecting its Contents he 
fbund unquestionable evidence that 
Dickenson was agam plannmg schemes 
to invalidate his marriage with lady 
Lucy Moncrief, under the plea that he 
had married her by the name öf Luey 
H3ton. 

Mr. Rokeby feit the deepest gratitude 
to the Power who had thus preserved 
him from again becoming the victim of 
that malignity which had for years em- 
bittered his existence, and that of his 
lady ; but tenderly anxious for her peace, 
he sedulously concealed from both her 
and Idonea this new instance of preme- 
ditated wickedness. 

Dickenson died nearly divested of all 
personal property, and in very embar- 
rassed circumstances ; the creditors were 
damorous ; but his estate, even at its 
present yalue» Was sufficient to satisfy 

their 
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thenr demandB; andas it wa^ capable ef 
very great improvement; MnRokeby^ 
with commeßdltble pmdence» . took pro- 
par measuresr on behaif ofliis daughter^ 
to prervent its being sdd» at the.Bame 
thne adrancing such a sum as would an- 
awer all just and l^al daims. 

In the Investigation cf bis aS^rs, s 
deep instance of artful/viUany was un- 
folded ; some dociiments were fourid in 
bis bandwriting^ and several papers in 
those of the deceased Mrs, Rokeby ; 
from the former it appeared beyond 
deubt that he was indebted to tbat lady 
a considerable sum, which be bad bor- 
rowed of her prior to her marriage with 
Mr.Rokeby; and from bence it might 
be inferred, that the reason which bad 
prompted him to bribe her maid to put 
him in possesMon öf all the papers she 
eould find belcrfiging to her departed 
mistress, was to prevent that debt ftoat 
Coming to the knowledge of Mr. Rokeby ^ 
The letters of lady InishaiHK)ii to hcF 

ftiendi 



fiienä would, of coiirse, come to hfe 
hands with the rest, and thete could not 
therefore exist a doubt that he knevir 
iveö lady Lucy was not the niece of Mhl 
Kokeby, evai white he was persecuting 
heip under cdour that sfae waa so. 



CHAPTER XIL 



<r#<»#>#^^#^»#^#.»^^ 



Lord Castlemaine took an early oppot^ 
tunity of visiting his wortb^ and re»^ 
spected friends the Crosthwaites; he rode 
to Erougham Castle, attended only by 
one servant, and took them by surprise^ 
without giving them any previous no- 
.tice of his Intention ; he found Prudenee 
at her wheel, and Cadmus endeavouring 
to deeipher the inscription on a RomaA 
um which had been dug up in a field 
near Brougham ; the start and scream of 
delight with whidi the former flew to 

meet 
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meet him, and the mingled fiash of joy 
and triumph which illumined the fea- 
tures of the latter, were most gratifying 
to the feeling«^ crfCyrufr; he feit th^mm 
ins heart, nor did he disdain to eherish 
such attachments as any derogation from 
bis elevated rank: all Jthe just and im- 
niutable privileges, claims, and dignities 
of nobility he understood and supported, 
at the st^^ ^^™^ ^^^^ h^ scrupulously 
disdbBTged all the duties attached to his^ 
jijj^ Station; but bis reflecting mmd, 
^y habituated to think justly, and to 
jippreeiate worldly advantages according 
totheir real v^ue — that mind knew well 
that titles and weälth, drvested of their 
better uses, and only considered as they 
minister to the piide of their possessors» 
- are but the gilded toys of life. Little, 
alas ! will the airy vanities of disthiction 
and fortime ävail in that day, when of 
those to whom mueh has been given, 
much shall be required. Inordinatelove 
of the World and its allurements is ex- 

pressly 

f 
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pressly forbidden in the words of sacred, 
holy truöi ; the lust of the flesh, and the 
liist of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
by which we may understand sen- 
^üality, ostentetion, and ambition, we 
are told, are ** not of the Father," not the 
pursuits in which the Author of all good 
and of all petfectioH delights to see the 
children of his bounty and of his love 
employed ; but gi-atitude, humility, and 
gentleness of temper, are virtues which 
will abide for ever, when a Coronet and 
its glittering gems are buried in the 
dust 

Lord Castlemaine ktiew all this, and 
thought of all he owed theCrosthwaites; 
when he retumed the matemal embrace 
of the venerablePrudence, and said, with 
ä smiie of sweetness — ** Now, my dear 
mother, I am cpme to be Cyrus at home 
for a few days .'* 

Cadmus, while he expressed the high 
sense he entertained of the honour done 
them foy his dear marquis, lamented that 

they 
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they had not received some indoctrina' 
tion of it, as they oould then bave been 
prepared to give bis Ic^^hip a more con- 
sentaneous suscipiency« 

Prudence, who formed a vague idea 
of tlie Import of her hiisband's w<^$, 
though sbe did not understand their 
exact meaning, subjoined, in her blunt 
way, while she still pressed the hsmd of 
Cyrus witbin her own — ** I cannot say 
thar words, Cadmus, but my dear Iword 
knaws füll weel how welcome he is.*' 

This, indeed, bis lordship had little 
reason to doubt, from the style of bis 
^itertainment ; for during bis. stay at 
the Castle, the finest venison, moor* 
game, and fowls, ham of the most deli«^ 
cate flavour, togetber with those excel- 
lent tarts, wines, and other local niceties, 
in the composition of which Mrs. Crostb* 
waite was unrivalled, graced her hospit« 
able board. 

With sensations of pure and unal« 
loyed deUght, lord Castlemaine visited 

every 
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-exery beloved liaunt of his childhood 
and his youth, and Uved over again in 
idea many happy hours, especially those 
valued ones which he had passed witit^ 
Idoiiea. Sinee his arrival in Cumberland, , 
he had leai-ned with great pleasure, that 
the friendly intimacy between tlie Roke- 
bys and the Crosthwaites was r^iewed» 
Mr. Rokeby having, soon after he was 
settled at Holmbeck, come to Brougliam 
purposely t» assure Cadmus of his re- 
«peet and csteem ; with the Briscos, like- 
wise, Prudence assured his lordship all 
piquG was at an end ; they were then at , 
York with major and lady Teresa Brisco, 
but Miss Stanley remained at home, and 
the marquis rode over to Watermülock 
topayher avisit; she was tridy glad tp 
see hixür and as she had an aunt, a sister 
of Mr. Briseo's with her, she could witli^ 
propriety press Im stay that day and the. 
next 

AM that occunred when he andido- 
nea and Ly«dph w^re there the preee- 

ding 
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diiig autumn was talked over, and they 
now traced together those beautiftil bor- 
ders of the lake wliich had then beeil 
the scene of their rambles ; the Harrops» 
of course, were not forgotten ; they feit 
flattered and deHghted by the kind co]> 
descension of k)rd Castlemaine ; büt the 
sight of Hannah, and Miss Stanley'« 
comments upon her extreme resem- 
blance to lady Teresa Brisco, renewed 
that pang of remorse he had feit so keen- 
ly at Käarvon, and he reiterated the 
YDW he had then made, of never again 
sufft^ring himself to be deceived by ap- 
prtunuic^^ whatever semblance of truth 
they niight wear. 

Cyrus visited many more of his old 
fiiends during his stay at Brougham» but 
the chief part of his time was dedicated 
to the Crosthwaites, and to his long-re» 
spected fiiend Mr. Dalston, who was 
lately become a widower» and needed the 
attentions of friendship : when the time 
of his *departure drew near, Pnidence 

was 
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Wa. i^.,r^ beyond «.»«,la«»n. »d 
Cadmus was litüe better : the marqui^ 
had formed a pkh which he now sub- 
mitted to their consideration ; he feit 
veiy reluctant that.Crosthwaite should 
continue any longer the tenant of Mn 
Sibbald; Fonsonby Hall, ins patemal 
seat, was an extensive and c(»nmodious 
mansion, delightfuUy situated on the 
banks of the river Eden, a few miles b&- 
low Carlisle : it was his Intention, when 
bis own scheme of life should be settledt 
fbr hhnself and lady Castlemdne to 
make it a part of thdr annual residence^ 
and he now proposed that the Cros- 
thwaites should have iq[>artments in the 
hoüse; it would be an aniusemait to 
Cadmus tö superintend the agricultural 
l>uäne98 of ttie grounds in the vidnity 
whidi were assigned to pasturage and 
similar piuposes; besides which, tbere 
was an exedlent library, where he might 
indulge Ins studious and abstracted h»- 
bits ; and as to Fhidence, she would be 
TOL. II. L quite 
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giiite in her dement as directress of the 
daiiy ; added to whkh» tliey would have 
the satisfaction cf «eeing him (who they 
had so long regaided as thek child) eveiy 
day for satne mootbs in each year. 

This project was so perfectiy accord- 
KQt to the wiahes of . the Cresthwaites^ 
that it took firom its prescnt parting half 
its faittemess; but Cadxnus afterwards 
\inted lord Castlemaine at Daere House, 
whece his loidship passed (with occa- 
atonal exouraons to Hdinbeck) the chief 
part of the winter. Eerly in the qpring 
he ag^ erossed the Irish sea, and pro- 
ceeded to Dublin. The teim of his xni- 
^ority was nearly expired, and if good- 
xj^es^ youth» beauty, talent» rank» and 
fortune, can constitute their possessor a 
candidate for earthly happines^ the Hiar* 
qais of Xl^aatlemaine th^ w^ so. 

Lord and lady Inishannon were thw 
in the xaetrcqpolis of Ireland, and Cyrus» 
at their preisii|g invitation, took ifphis 
abode Mdth^them» whik a complete aya- 

jtem 
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tem of lepair and decoration was going^ 
forward in both his seat at Hsfftfield and 
his town residence. 

The day 6n whfch the marqui» be- 
eame of age was distinguished by the 
greatest festivity and rejöicings amongst 
his numerous tenantry on both bis Eng- 
Ksh and Irish estates. His lordship 
received the affectionate congratulations 
of lord and lady InishannoH,lord Brooms- 
grove, and several other fiiends; and the 
earl smilingly added — " My dear Hiaj> 
quis, sir Robert Dacre and I this day de- 
limer up our trust, highly exulting in the 
honour. whieh our noble ward reflects 
upon US ; but there is one point on 
which, *had circumstances been other* 
wise than they are, we should have feit 
it our duty to recommend a different 
line of conduet from what has been pur- 
sued — ^it is, that if peace * had been estab- 

• It was then about tlie zeiiith of that war in whicb 
•tbe dulLe of Malboroiiuh sathcred bis laureis. 

L ä lished 



o" o' 
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K&hed on the Continent of Europe» your 
lordship should have passed some years 
in yicdfing its courts ; that is now out of 
the question, and,'' added the earl, witb 
a glance of arch meaning, '' I imagine 
your lordship doea not mueh regjcet be- 
ing at present confined to the British 
isles.'' 

Cyrus» who could not in his heart say 
that he did^replied to his noble, respected 
guardian only by a smUe, and a glowon 
lüs manly cheek« 

The Irish parliament being theh sit- 
ting, the marquis took his seat in the 
house of peers a few days afterwards^ 
and before the close of the Session distin- 
guished himself by a maiden speech 
which excited considerable interest. 

Whpn the season advanced, and pub- 
lic business no longer requiring the at- 
tention of people of rank, they were left 
at liberty to pursue their summer plans, 
lady Inishannon smilingly asked lord 

Castlemaine 
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Castlemaine if he would jdiri her party^ 
to Kikrvon for ar few weeks? 

Cyrus, in the same style, professed 
^limself deeply indebted to the uneeasing' 
friendship o^ the countess,/but ssdd, that 
as motives of the most powerful order 
called him at present to England, the 
honour of her ladyship's Company, and 
that of the earl and lord Broomsgrove^, 
to that country, would confer an Obliga- 
tion ever to-be acknowledged» 

This, indeed, was ä previously-settletf 
point, and lady Inishannon, in staröng; 
änother proposal, was only in jest. 

They embarked at Dublin fort Livert- 
pool, and had rather a boisteious and un- 
pleasant passage ; but as aH parties had 
repeatedly been at sea,. thejr perhapa «• 
perienced less ftomitsr eflectrfthan woiildl 
otherwise have been the case:. After a 
few days* rest at Liverpool, they ^proceed* 
^ to Hbhnbecky lord and lady Ini^han- 
non paying the young marquis the coth-^- 
pliment of trateHing in his new läifd-ele- 

L 3 gant 
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gant carriage. Tliey fbund tlie whole of 
the Brisco faraily assembled with the 
Rokebys to receive tliem. Lady Ini- 
shannon embraced both her daughters 
with niaternal transport ; but- Cyrus*8 
dearest welcome was the sweet smile of 
Idonea. 

..After A fortnight passed in refinpd 
domestic harmony and fnendship, lord 
CasÜemaine and the lovely heiress of 
Rokeby were united ; and if congeniali- 
ty of sentiment and long-tried attach- 
ment can form the basis of lasting hap- 
piness, surely they were entitied to hope 
for that blessing. 

The noble pair remained at Holmbeck 
only to receive the congratulations of 
thcir friends,and then set ofFfor Ireland» 
the fair marchioness smiling on her lord 
throiigh tears of tender regret at parting 
witli her parents. They were accompa- 
nied by Miss Stanley and lord Brooms- 
grove. 

It was now the middle of summer,. 

and 
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and the beautiful shades of äartfield 
presented a scene new and delightful to 
Idonea, who was equal^ charmed with 
the place, with the fhmk urba&^ty and 
kindness «T Üie higher dass öf her 
neighbours, and with the honest taal and 
affection of the peaaantry, who were, with 
poweiful reason, WBpQ^f'9^ 
lord Castlemaine. 

Mr. Rokeby^ soon aller the maniage 
of his^ daughter» purchased a baronetcy i 
he insisted on giving up to his son-in- 
law the whole of the landed property 
whieh he held in right of his first wife ; 
the revenues of his own estate, and that 
portion of Mr. Fletcher^s wealth which 
lord and lady Inishannon had resigned 
ta lady Lucy, bdng amply sufficient foi^ 
every purpose of their qpiet and unos- 
tentatious establishment». 

Befwe the elose of autumn,. the Cros* 
thwaites. removed to thdr new abode. 
Lord Castlemaine generously double^ 
th^ 8um bequeathed to them by his £1- 

ther. 
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tlier, which made their income six hun^ 
dred pounds a^year, exclusive pf their 
own prqperty, which rigid industiy and 
the notable economy of Prudence had 
augmented to no incomidelable sum. 
They were delighted with Ponsonby 
Hall, and the praises of their beloved 
kird and lady Castlemaine quite super- 
seded the giant who once lived on the 
banks of the Eamont in the conversa- 
tion of Prudence, and nearly banished 
Darius, Hystaspes, and Junius Brutus, 
firom that of her spouse. 

Major, or, as he was afterwards, colo- 
nel Brisco, and his lady, by the succes- 
»ive deaths of an uncle of the fomner, 
and of lady Catharine Nugent, the aunt 
of the latter, came into possession of a 
very affluent fortune. 

liyulph continued in* the army to 
the end of the war ; he then quitted it 
with honour, and settied himself with 

• ■ ■ 

his family in a pleasant mansion in 
the vicittity of sir Charles and lady 

Rokeby ; 
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Rokeby; but deeming a totally-inactive^ 
life inconsistent with duty in every 
shape, he obüdned a seat in the houae 
of oommons, and sbone a distinguished 
member of tha^ assembjji^ 

His brother Arthur, who had ever 
been the intimate friend of lord Castle- 
maine, became bis lordship's domestie 
chaplain, and always rejsided with bim.. 

The marqiris bestowed the valuable 
living of Ponsonby on Mr. Dalston, and 
Miss Stanley soon afterwards gave him 
her band— ^a union highly agreeable to 
lord and lady Castlemaine, as it secured 
to them, when at their Cumberland man- 
l^n, the constant society of friends so 
• long known and esteemed. 

Lord Broomsgrove married a young 
lady of a noble Catholic family, and with 
tliem the Rokebys, the Briscos, and the 
CastlemaineSy lord and lady Inishannon, 
passed nearly the whole of their time. 

The eider Mr. Sibbald died a short 
while after Crosthwaite ceased to be bis 

tenant^ 



/ 
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tenant, and his don soon dissipating hii 
estate, was compelfed to eeek refuge on 
the Continent. 

Sir Robert Dacre sdso paid the debt rf 
natura when MM Castlemaine had been 
married about two years, and by will 
constituted his lordship sole heir to hi» 
large property, with the exception of.ä 
few trivial legades. 

This recoid may now close. Cadmus 
and his ward thus respectirely attained 
that^oint which constituted their earthly 
felicity . Grosthwaite, blest with ease and 
affluence, was enabled to pursue those 
abstruse studies in which he delighted, 
and lord Castlemaine was revered 
through life in the relative characters of 
Senator, landlord, husband, and father^ 
and yet more for that in which thcy are 
all comprised — a conscicntious and unde- 
viating discharge of evcry pious, moral, 
and magnanimous duty of Christianity. 

riNis. 



'*^rintcd by J. Darling, Lcalcnhall-Strcct, Lomlon. 
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